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Adapted from:

Shoe Shine Serenades, 1023 NM1A, and more

/ p Qru g h Ql p u rl m (with kind permission from the Purim Rebbe X"17w)

"9 is a time of great joy and it is also a time when people do not take things quite as seriously as they do
the rest of the year. It is with this in mind that there used to be a 1710 (7% *97 7711) for the young 121 n°2 YW nipin
to sing a complex 7119 on this festive day (original version as from the days of *277% and n9Y):

One, two, three, four, five
Once | caught a fish alive.
Six, seven, eight, nine, ten
Then | let it go again.
Why did you let it go?
Because it bit my finger so.
Which finger did it bite?
This little finger on my right

This 1379 needs MX2. It is obvious that it has great depth. The W *3713 "nyv asks a few perplexing
questions, and with his answers he opens up a whole new insight into this 7iny2:

(1) The x7m (771 *o1 771n) ends the song with a wiggle of the “pinkie” finger, N7, and thumb, 9738, on the
right hand. Why? (3) What did the 921% mean when he said, “Then | let it go again” When was the first time the fish
was caught? He says w1151 “Once | caught a fish” not “Twice” (3) How was the 22mn so sure that it was the same fish
that he caught and confidently write that “..I let go again”? (4) Why is this 7379 sung specifically on a>738?

This 7in1a dates back to the times of the early o°1iwx7 and is based on the two 037 in the 778 212: (i) ¥, the
wife of 127, and (i) two parts of the hand used in the n¥np of barley. The X7 n%an actually brings this 1in19 as a
proof that the singsong rhyme of a 73wn sometimes allows for a XJ9mn X700 (some words missing). By singing
“Once” and then splitting the counting instead of simply counting from 1 to 10, there obviously were 2 fish. In fact,
the first fish got away in a similar fashion as the second, by biting at the right thumb. The break in the counting from
1to 5 and then again 6 to 10, alludes also to the fact that as long as p2ny exist the name of "7 is with % His strength.

The reference to counting to the number 10 is to show the significance of the 10 133 of silver that was
outweighed by the m¥°np of 10 grains of barley. The fish that fell represent 2877 923 that were almost caught in 127’s
net. The biting of the right hand on the 1 and 273X represent the hand of the 1%°»p, and the two fingers that level
off and also cause to fall any extra grains the ¥»p. There were exactly 10 grains in the 7%°»p and they represented

the downfall and destruction of the 10 sons of 1n1.

The reason the little finger is not called “p18” is to allude to the little, evil ¥;. She was so little and just a
n7; tall and did not deserve to be known by a Jewish name like *p13. The f202°) of P19 is 240 and it would be
125771) to even sing a word that alludes to the i3 240 like X377 7112, on someone we repeat W7p 771K
May we be 17911 to totally erase p?ny and together witness the name of "7 whole once again!

Gomne

The phrase “That sounds fishy” seems rather fishy...

Where is 7ipn? And 9933, have you ever heard the
sounds of a fish? The 1271 W72 (A:7¥ N°WRI3) points out
that 2877 923 are compared to fish. Just as fish who live
in water rise excitedly to the surface at the first drops of
rain to drink a new drop of water, so too Yidden, who
are surrounded by 17in which is compared to water, run
enthusiastically to hear a new v and drink it thirstily.
The 7217n 0°37 hypothesizes this is the 7ipn — think
about it, it looks so odd, fish jumping in the water when
it rains. They sound like fishy 2°713%! The 713% sound of

\the Yidden every o1 are their 122p) %P with the samef

A\ such excitement. Hence the x33n of fish jumping as the
278 212, Sounds O-fish-all
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13392 — wiMYnK ascends the Persian throne

3395 — WiMwnoN's party lasting 180 days

3399 — n2v: NN taken to WiMYnR's palace

3404 — 19°1: 7 casts lots

3404 — 1o°3: 1% decrees dispatched by 17 (13™)
3404 — 10°3: 3 days fast ordered by "npx (14"-16™)
3404 — 19°1: 7’s execution by hanging (16™)

3404 — 1p0: 2™ decree reversing the 15(23™)
3405 — 77X: 197's tens sons executed (13"

3405 — 77X: Jews successfully fight back (13™
3405 — 97X: Per 7nQN’s request, W has a repeat
hanging / fighting; celebrations everywhere (14™)

13405 — 7x: Extra celebrations in 1w (15™)

3406 — The a%m is recorded; o™ is established
forever, including the 127 after mwn

PTET 27 N2
pecial Learning Pregram — Learn for 45 minutes aften N1
on 2°19 in Mesivta Terah Vodaath at 425 East Ith Stueet. Prizes
o all participants. Please join ws! Fathers welcome!
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Two Flshy"

Iranian archeologists have

recently found, and put on
display, *>77%’s shoes found
near his 72p in 7Ww. One of
the shoes clearly has some old
Persian writing in the ‘sole
fish’” area with an X' for the
signature. The Farsi Iranian
Biblical Society (FIBS) explains
that this is the real reason why
the 711 of 77X is 2 of the same
fish. The FIBS are now hosting
a ‘True Story of the apw’
conference. They claim to
have, on display, evidence
that the 1% is ‘two fishy’.
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We would like to take this
opportunity to wish all our
loyal readers and %% yixa
2% a Safe and Freilichen
Puriml o ® ©

The editors



lsiving with thg Torah

v . An Unforgettable Flight

Adapted from: Touched by a Story (with kind permission from ArtScroll)
o~

The altar shall be holy of holies. (12:03 D¥AY)  ...DWIR WIP 0ama mI) ...

R' Moshe Feinstein 231 notes that the outer 721 is described as holy of |

holies, while the inner 725% (40:10), which is the holier of the two, and was in the
inner chambers, is described merely as holy. Why?

R' Moshe explains that this teaches us two ethical lessons. (a) A 07 7170
who ‘lives’” in the w723 N2 must be careful to be even more holy when he is
outside among ordinary people. He must be so strongly influenced by his 17in
study that his behavior, worthy of emulation, will impress others. (b) One who is
considered holy in the company of fellow scholars is considered to be holy of holies
by outsiders, in the sense that his behavior is scrutinized carefully and critically.

© ® © ® ©

The late hour worried R' Chaim Kahan, a bearded Orthodox Jew, but he
had no choice. If he wanted to get home for na¥ he would be forced to take the
flight that arrived in Denver from San Francisco a mere two hours before navw. His
friend, R' Yehudah Lefkovitz, would pick him up at the airport and they hoped there
would be no delays.

The flight departed on time and R' Chaim’s worry about being delayed
for nav dissipated. All seemed to be going fine as the weather appeared to be
pleasant and the pilot announced that the planned arrival would be a few
moments earlier than scheduled.

Suddenly everything changed. With about a half hour left to the flight the
captain announced: “Ladies and gentleman, this is your captain speaking. Please
listen carefully. | regret to inform you that the hydraulic system has failed. That
means that we have no way to stop the plane. We need you to follow our
instructions for your own safety. Remove all sharp objects from your pockets and
lean forward. Place your head between your legs and brace for a crash landing. Oh,
and one more thing — please pray.”

At first no one moved or spoke. Then suddenly everyone began to cry
softly. R' Chaim could not believe this was happening. He followed the instructions
and began to reflect on his own life. He thought about his life’s accomplishments.
Had he really done all he could? He was young, but he had learned what one
should do during one’s last moments on this world. And so, softly, tearfully, quietly,
he began reciting "17. Afterwards, he tried to remain calm and began saying those
chapters of o710 he knew by heart. The words came forth from his heart as he
prepared to meet his Creator.

An hour after the first announcement had been issued, the plane began
its final descent. But it did not descend the way a plane normally does. Instead it
descended like a helicopter. And it touched the ground gently with just a slight
bump.

Disbelievingly, the passengers sat up straight again and looked out the
windows to convince themselves that they were indeed alive. Afterwards, when
they saw the many emergency vehicles rushing toward the plane, they realized
that indeed a miracle had taken place. In a brilliant move, the pilot had exhausted
the fuel supply and the plane had been able to float to the ground safely. Cries of
relief filled the cabin and cheers erupted from the thankful passengers.

R' Chaim glanced at his watch and realized that it was now less than an
hour until Shabbos. He unfastened his seatbelt, opened the overhead bin, removed
his attaché case and rushed toward the exit door. But just as he reached the door
he was stopped by the steward and stewardess. “Rabbi, do you have a minute?”

R' Chaim looked up at them and wondered what they could possibly
want from him after the harrowing flight they had been through. “We want you to
know something. During the entire last hour of the flight when we thought we
were going to die, the passengers looked to us for strength. And, Rabbi, we all

] looked to you!”

“ R' Chaim recounted this story a few months later when he spoke at a
dinner. He felt that the entire ordeal had happened because /7”327 wants us to,
realize that the world is watching us and looking at how we behave. We

must not let them down.

Ad P’lso Yada Moment: 2592 2¥°5» — Riddles of the Smart!

Found in an early version of Midrash SmartScroll
Who was the first person in [un]recorded history to have a

=" servant named Friday?

209N. When she was taken to the king’s palace, 9798 was given
seven maidservants, and she did not want them to realize she did not
work on n3¥. Therefore, she made arrangements for a different
maid serve her on each day of the week and she named the maids
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Qiﬁerence how thin you slice it!” j

rn
Focus on loumdos 702
(Based on the 17737 of R’ Akiva Eiger, ;7585 28:)

| was intrigued by the question you quoted last year, in the
name of R' Shmuel Rosovsky 2731, 72°¢» WX1 of Ponevezh, 712 3. A
712 had challenged the 72°%° wWX1 during a 7w¥ from a X"2¥7. R
Shmuel thought for a moment and then asked the Tnbn, “If 73 was
blind, how then could he have built the f12p?”

R' Shmuel rhetorically answered the 13, “My 7198, if you
make an assumption of the fact [that 1§l was blind, or that that is what
the X"2y/7 said], then you can ask such a question!”

However, | was still bothered. | was surprised that mi was
blind. so | followed the example of R' Michoel Be'er Weissmand| 731,
and travelled to the British Library. | found an old print of the w7
(that was taken out by the censors) that answers this question.

This W77 quotes the 102 "o X" and asks, why is it that af
was the one who saw, but, in fact, it was 1913 that was cursed, as the
?102 says clearly "wi> MW"? The w7 then offers an amazing
explanation that is a lesson for all generations.

The 77in writes about 12387 and T7»7 M7 that they were
sinners. In reality, each of them had only committed a minor sin, but
because of their greatness, the 1171 referred to their actions as sinful.
The w77 continues: we know that a7 had the ‘spirit’ of a great man.
He really never did anything wrong; however, because he failed to
discipline his son 1¥13, the 717in wrote that o had committed a sin.

My 27, you taught us that there is a rule: 7217 7210 777, The
w7 explains: we should realize that a son’s negative act is attributed
to his father. How much more so a son’s positive act, which is as a
direct result of his father’'s command, should be considered his
father’s act. So, in fact, | understand that 73 NEVER actually built the
712°R since he was blind — it was really built by his CHILDREN.

1078 1™ R
727 nontra, Your special 7n%n

Scholarly Shmoozings
Sauce: Names withheld to protect the guilty

One festive o3, during the 77wy, the wise Rebbe
observed a 701 eating a salami sandwich. Smiling at the
opportunity to teach about honesty, the Rebbe asked the
797, “7IART 1T ORN MR TR0 — Is it true what they say? —
O1iRa PoRORI X C3ivRa — Baloney s still baloney. — 0
1oy v W Jyn 7 "M OYR vwl vaRMn — It does not make any

*Halacha Corner:
™) OINI NIV M5

e When 018 is on Friday, most opinions hold that it is best to recite
1iTea n272 before naw nivy nRb7a to avoid any issue of whether one
may day 2°037 ¥ and ¥ in the same 7im3 N3

e noo7 o7ip 0P WY nosd nidhaa oovRIY — We inquire [learn] about
the laws of o9 30 days beforehand. This starts on o*.

*Since we only discuss 1-3 niapy, it is important to consider these nid77 in the context of
the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

nispin Questions of the Weegkend: \
1.7 lived for 127 years and 709X ruled over 127 provinces.
2.The X1 points out that the P03 uses the word ;7537 three times, alluding
to the three times that *277% was exiled from X7 7% and he returned.
This showed his tremendous N12°20 for HRIW? 7R (1:2 909K n2oan).
Tnswers
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