
Transition 101



Transition...The Big Picture!





On the Count of Three…...In the Chat

What do you believe is the 
purpose of secondary transition 
planning?  The Why!



So how are we doing???

● Each year, there are 90,000+ Students With Disabilities who are “transition age.

● The graduation rate of students with disabilities with a regular high school diploma is 21% compared to 85.3% 
for all students.   

● Ohio’s four-year on-time graduation rate for the class of 2017 was 84.1%.  In comparison, the four year on-time 
graduation rate for students with disabilities for that same class was 70.4%.  Among the students 
with  disabilities graduating on-time, 78.8% met their IEP goals but were excused from some of Ohio’s graduation 
requirements.   

● Over 20% of students with disabilities drop out of school each year.    

● More than 18,500 secondary students with disabilities took part in career technical education in 2018. This was 
approximately 1,000 fewer students than Ohio’s average over the previous five years. 

● Ohio Longitudinal Transition Study 

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.kent.edu/ehhs/centers/cite/olts&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1631581644710000&usg=AOvVaw0_78CYKkkzghOgeoL4lT64


Ohio’s Students with Disabilities: 2010-2017

● 35% Graduates Anticipated 2 Year College
● Actual?
● 28% Graduates Anticipated 4 Year College
● Actual?
● 60% Graduates Anticipated Any College
● Actual?
● 38% Graduates Anticipated Part-Time Work
● Actual?
● 40% Graduates Anticipated Full-Time Work
● Actual?



So what exactly is Secondary Transition?

The IDEA recognizes the importance of preparing 
youth for success after high school and states that 
transition planning for students who receive special 
education services and have an Individualized 
Education Program (IEP) must begin by age 16 
(some states require that the process starts earlier).







On the count of 3 in the chat…..

When you think about the Good Life for 
yourself, or your child, what does that 
mean?  What is a Good Life?









Transition IS NOT!

● A Solo Activity
● Short Sighted
● Done Without The Student
● Done Without The Parent
● Just The Responsibility of Special Education
● A School ONLY Endeavor
● Planning Based On Guesses
● Predetermined
● A Compliance Activity
● One Size Fits All
● Set in Stone
● Based on a Deficit Mindset...College/Employment/Living



In Ohio
● Is part of the IEP the year the student turns 14 years old.
● Is done Annually.
● The Transition Plan (Section 5 of the IEP) drives the IEP.
● Is a Team Sport.
● Is data driven from multiple sources & environments-Age Appropriate 

Transition Assessments (AATA).
● Is all about the student (Person Centered) 

Preferences-Interests-Needs-Strengths (PINS)
● Is Outcomes Oriented...After high school…..Employment-Education & 

Training-Independent Living (if appropriate).
● Utilizes a Backwards Planning Approach.

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://ohioemploymentfirst.org/up_doc/BackwardsPlanningTemplate-Annotated-2.pdf&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1631581646085000&usg=AOvVaw3DCYUV-gUkdjyF10NM8Rye










Team Members

1. Student
2. Parent/Guardian
3. Intervention Specialist
4. General Education
5. Transition Specialist
6. Career-Technical Educator
7. Related Services/Psychologist
8. Adult Services
9. Administrator

10. Community/Business



What is a Transition Coordinator/Specialist???



Age Appropriate Transition Assessment (AATA)

● AATA is the foundation of 
Transition

1. State & District Assessments
2. Interest and Aptitude Assessments
3. Multiple Environments and Parent 

Input 
4. Formal or Informal
5. Provides CURRENT Preferences, 

Interests, Needs, and Strengths 
(PINS) AND Postschool 
Outcomes/Goals

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.ocali.org/project/aata-what-is-it&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1631581647908000&usg=AOvVaw2zfvz5u0FUgLOiJgo3lMCy
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://drive.google.com/file/d/1VnmxH-xtcYN7YqkMdqU6z6zjJeTUy6Wc/view?usp%3Dsharing&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1631581647908000&usg=AOvVaw3t2nr9Qh32GxfCNbr8Bu63
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://drive.google.com/file/d/1VnmxH-xtcYN7YqkMdqU6z6zjJeTUy6Wc/view?usp%3Dsharing&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1631581647909000&usg=AOvVaw1aPOdTCpIDYGE6ZwvPPo3c
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.ocali.org/project/tg_aata/page/what_is_aata&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1631581647909000&usg=AOvVaw0Crx2ZK6gy_Fv8HfuX-Fir


PINS
Preferences

Interests

Needs 

Strengths

Postschool Outcomes/Goals

● Employment
● Education & Training
● Independent Living

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.livebinders.com/media/get/MTczMjYwODk%3D&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1631581648262000&usg=AOvVaw2uztuB--gm-pwPJTrrFELP
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.livebinders.com/media/get/MTczMjU4Mjk%3D&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1631581648285000&usg=AOvVaw0lA8Hqnn7zZzO6Gej_kO70
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.ocali.org/project/transition-youth-and-employment&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1631581648285000&usg=AOvVaw3V44kZ63lA1UpIp8RRztMg
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://ohioconsortium.wixsite.com/osconline/our-programs&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1631581648286000&usg=AOvVaw1FTpDSyVXnZ2obFusQaCT1
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://transitionta.org/topics/community/&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1631581648286000&usg=AOvVaw3HRmwSg1FSTbwHp9-3nnUw




Employment….After graduation Amy will…..

● Part-time position in a community retail 
environment

● Employed part-time in the community with 
supports

● Self-employed as a welder
● Employed in the field of early childhood 

education
● Supported employment position
● Supported job development services 



Independent Living...After graduation Amy will…..

● Participate in community-integrated 
recreation/leisure activities at the local 
recreation center

● Live with a friend in apartment while 
receiving supports for budgeting and 
community safety

● Live with parents and will participate in her 
daily routines to the greatest extent 
possible

● Will use a calendar to keep track of her 
college assignments and personal 
appointments



Education & Training...After receiving her diploma amy will….

● Take business math courses at Tri-C
● Complete welding courses at ABC 

Technical School
● Attend a center-based adult day program 

to receive instruction in social, 
self-advocacy, and self-care skills

● Obtain a four-year degree with a major in 
Nursing

● Participate in job training for work skills at 
the local grocery store



Transition Services & Activities

Need=Service/Activity
Measurable Transition Services/Activities to be 
provided that year (can be school 
personnel/community agencies) occurring in the 
school building or out of the school building.

NOT what the student or parent will do

Not an Opportunity

What will be provided that will address the Need 

● Measurable
● Monitored
● Student Outcome

IEP Goals

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.livebinders.com/media/get/MTczMjYwNDY%3D&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1631581649372000&usg=AOvVaw39g66uJFTxj5tB_Z-IK1n7


Self-Determination & Self-Advocacy

Nothing about me without me!

Data is Compelling!

Needs to be assessed and if NEED identify a 
Transition Service/Activity should be in IEP

Home-School Partnership

Post-Secondary Education

Self Directed IEP

Making mistakes and failing is okay!

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://osdaohio.org/&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1631581649600000&usg=AOvVaw2W_kZjVvxVUe_XWr6uTN-o
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.ou.edu/education/centers-and-partnerships/zarrow/transition-resources/assessments&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1631581649622000&usg=AOvVaw2G1BgWxmV3vcmt-YnZbrje
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.ou.edu/education/centers-and-partnerships/zarrow/choicemaker-curriculum/self-directed-iep&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1631581649623000&usg=AOvVaw2Yi0XM-dZ06gb2IMasWdNs


Course of Study

Ohio’s Learning Standards

Ohio’s Learning Standards-Extended

Career-Technical Education

Functional Life Skills Curriculum

Can list specific classes

https://www.google.com/url?q=http://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Career-Tech/Career-Connections&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1631581649850000&usg=AOvVaw0sd4HMpAJ1wKDD-xp4TyBK






Let’s Review!



Question #1

True or False

Transition Planning in Ohio starts at age 16.



Question #2

Fill in the Blank

The _________________ provides the data that helps identify 
each student’s Preferences-Interests-Needs-Strengths.



Question #3

Fill in the Blank

The three areas that post-school goals are written for are:

1._________________

2._________________

3._________________



Question #4

Multiple Choice

The practice/philosophy of building the transition plan around what the student 
envisions as his/her “good life” is called:

A. School Centered Planning
B. Person Centered Planning
C. Community Center Planning



Question #5

Multiple Choice

The transition planning process of starting with the end in mind is 
called:

A.  Transition Service
B.  Course of Study
C. Backwards Planning



Who are these Adult Service Agencies and why are they 
invited to the meeting?
Your right to know who is invited!

County Boards of Developmental Disabilities

Opportunities for Ohioans with Disabilities

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://dodd.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/dodd/&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1631581650899000&usg=AOvVaw19Vw72IHwvc5mgWCDULHQf
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://ood.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/ood/individuals-with-disabilities/services/students-14-plus&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1631581650900000&usg=AOvVaw2dr3M2VLIHGgWXElkdRQl2


Great Parent Resources

Ohio Coalition for the Education of Children with Disabilities

Family Resource Network of Ohio

Ohio’s Parent Mentor Project

OCALI

Charting the LifeCourse

I’m Determined

Disability Benefits 101

Can you please add Ohio 
Family to Family?

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.ocecd.org/Default.aspx&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1631581650916000&usg=AOvVaw1rjWS366dLKYxK4mWa_Klh
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.frnohio.org/&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1631581650917000&usg=AOvVaw1a1cfuz4BZ3MtqUzysnUR-
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://parentmentor.osu.edu/&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1631581650917000&usg=AOvVaw1e6mlMpce9eGiOSJ-Im6vn
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.ocali.org/&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1631581650917000&usg=AOvVaw1-90WNhUsZ0npT_vzjmW0e
https://www.google.com/url?q=http://www.lifecoursetools.com/&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1631581650918000&usg=AOvVaw0BCa8X2H6TDRaEmgxMw_xM
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.imdetermined.org/&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1631581650918000&usg=AOvVaw13ITzdWD6Iq8bfUAvTSfnO
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://oh.db101.org/&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1631581650918000&usg=AOvVaw0qsy2Tvtz49_VB8gJXsx2a


Thanks and Enjoy The Journey!!


