
Letter from the President
Happy holidays! As 2020 draws 

to a close I’m sure many of us are 
thinking, “Good riddance!” While 
it’s true that this year has been filled 
with challenges, there have also 
been some bright spots. We have a 
wonderful team here at the Chamber 
and I am grateful for them every 
day. Our members are resilient, 
flexible, creative and, above all, 
supportive. I could fill pages and 
pages with examples of how our 
members helped one another and 

their communities during this crisis, while working to keep their 
businesses afloat.   

Nothing was business as usual this year, but we managed 
to find new and innovative ways for our members to connect 
and for our community to come together. We entered into a 
partnership with the other Seacoast chambers of commerce 
to work on COVID economic recovery projects (see page 
2). We’ve celebrated milestones (don’t forget, 2020 was the 
Chamber’s 100th anniversary year!), and we’ve endured illness 
and losses. It seems like forever since we’ve gathered for a 
morning mixer or a business after hours, and we’ve all sat 
through one too many Zoom meetings.

This year has taught us the importance of shopping local, 
eating takeout as often as possible, and purchasing gift cards. 
We’ve learned that small changes can have big impacts, and 
that a smile and a positive attitude go a long way. Our friends 
at fosters.com published an article in August titled, Good news 
prevails: 
100 positive things that happened in 2020. I challenge you to 
make your own list and see how many things you can come up 
with. Number one on my list—I survived cancer!

While I hope we never have to endure another year like 
2020, I know that if we do, we’ll get through it—together. 
Here’s to 2021 and better times ahead for all of us!

Sincerely,

Margaret Joyce
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Stay Safe and Let Us Handle 
the Banking!

As more businesses are faced with 
the challenge of functioning in a remote 
capacity, I want to take this time to 
remind you of the Cash Management 
services available at Bank of New 
Hampshire to make this transition 
easy and safe. The impact of the novel 
coronavirus is far reaching and we are 
here to help you navigate these resources.
n ZRent takes the hassle out of rent day. 

Monthly payments are automatically 
collected from tenants and condo owners and deposited directly 
into the landlord or property manager’s bank account!

n ZDeposit streamlines the opening, funding, management, and 
disbursement of tenant security deposit accounts for landlords 
and property managers in one digital platform. 

n Insured Cash Sweep (ICS) service is a unique product that 
earns interest and provides access to multi-million-dollar FDIC 
insurance on your business operating account. Customers can 
enjoy peace of mind with the backing of FDIC insurance and 
can put their excess cash balances to work earning interest.

n Automated Clearing House (ACH) is a cost effective way 
to handle routine transactions. Full integration with our online 
banking system means you can rely on fully-secure access at 
any time.

n Remote Deposit Capture (RDC) enables a business to deposit 
incoming checks into your commercial account remotely, 
without ever having to leave your office. 

n Merchant Services* increases sales and gives customers an 
easy way to pay with credit, debit and gift cards. Accept credit 
cards in person, via a smart phone, over the internet or over the 
phone. 
We understand the challenges that COVID-19 has placed on 

our business community. You are busy and managing the “new 
normal” takes up more resources than you would like. Contact 
me today to see how Bank of New Hampshire can eliminate time-
consuming manual procedures and create efficiencies for you and 
your business. 
* Provided by a third party.
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Dover Chamber announces new Board 
Members at Annual Meeting

Members of the Greater Dover Chamber of 
Commerce approved the nominations of three new 
board members at the organization’s virtual Annual 
Meeting. Glenn Sabalewski of Seacoast Media Group, 
Christopher Parker of the City of Dover, and   
Dr. Michael Cooledge of Thrive Family Chiropractic 
will begin their three-year terms effective immediately. 
Kelly Glennon of Jewelry Creations and Jeffrey Hughes 
of Wentworth-Douglass Hospital were elected to their second three-year terms. 

The Chamber’s 2021 slate of officers includes Chairperson Abby Sykas 
Karoutas, Wyskiel, Boc, Tillinghast & Bolduc, P.A. Attorneys at Law; Chair 
Elect Shawn Olsten, Townsquare Media; Vice Chair Renee Touhey-Childress, 
Dover Children’s Home; Treasurer Brieanna Pettengill, Leone, McDonnell 
& Roberts PA; Immediate Past Chair Kelly Glennon, Jewelry Creations; and 
Members-At-Large Jeffrey Hughes, Wentworth-Douglass Hospital; and Dr. 
Michael Cooledge, Thrive Family Chiropractic.

Immediate Past Chair Kelly Glennon thanked the tow outgoing board 
members (Chief William Breault of City of Dover PD and Roland Lapointe of 
D.F. Richard Energy) for their service and commitment to the Chamber’s activities.

Abby Sykas Karoutas, Chair
Wyskiel, Boc, Tillinghast & Bolduc PA

Shawn Olsten, Vice Chair  
Townsquare Media

Brieanna Pettengill, Treasurer
Leone, McDonnell & Roberts PA

Kelly Glennon, Immediate Past Chair 
Jewelry Creations

Scott Behan
Blue Dolphin Screenprint & Embroidery

Michael Blanchette
Liberty Mutual

Chief Bill Breault
City of Dover Police

Dennis Burke
Mr. Electric

Dr. Michael Cooledge
Thrive Family Chiropractic

Jeffrey Hughes   
Wentworth-Douglass Hospital

Michael Mengers
UNH Professional Development & 
Training

Christopher Parker
City of Dover

Renee Touhey-Childress
Dover Children’s Home

Jean Tremblay
First Seacoast Bank

Glenn Sabalewski
Seacoast Media Group

Delise West
Human Resource Partners

 
Margaret Joyce
President

Morgan Faustino
Community Events Manager

Melissa Launder
Membership & Business Programs 
Manager

Donna Rinaldi
Finance Manager

Kameron Towle
Communications Specialist

STAFF

Dr. Michael Cooledge Christopher Parker

Glenn Sabalewski

Seacoast Chamber Alliance collaborates on economic recovery projects
The six Seacoast region Chambers of Commerce, including the Hampton Area Chamber of 

Commerce, Exeter Area Chamber of Commerce, The Chamber Collaborative of Greater Portsmouth, 
Greater Dover Chamber of Commerce, Greater Rochester Chamber of Commerce, and The Falls 
Chamber of Commerce, representing over 2,500 businesses, entered into a partnership in September with 
the State of New Hampshire to work on business recovery efforts surrounding the COVID-19 pandemic.

Governor Sununu and the State of New Hampshire’s Governor’s Office for Economic Relief and 
Recovery (GOFERR) had previously announced the creation of a Chamber Partnership grant, funded by 
the CARES Act, to partner with chambers of commerce throughout the state on business recovery efforts. 
Managed by the NH Dept. of Business and Economic Affairs, this seacoast regional partnership is one of 
seven regional partnerships across the State of New Hampshire that have been developing and delivering 
programs and services that support COVID-19 economic recovery efforts for the past several months.

As our members continued to face challenges to their businesses due to the impact from COVID-19, 
our goal was to use the funds allocated to our region to bring programs and services designed to 
strengthen our region’s economy and lead our business community to a successful recovery. 

The Seacoast Chamber Alliance developed six comprehensive economic development and marketing 
programs including
n	 a Seacoast economic recovery program to assist business owners with recovery plans,
n	 a Seacoast destination marketing campaign to help rejuvenate affected businesses in the tourism 

industry,
n	 a Seacoast workforce development program to respond to effects on the region’s workforce and bring 

relief to businesses and workers,
n	 a Seacoast Safe program designed to support businesses and 

increase consumer confidence,
n	 a Seacoast business-to-business communication plan to ensure 

businesses in the region have the tools to recover successfully, 
and

n	 the development of a Seacoast website to provide area businesses 
with a dedicated place to obtain uniform resources and materials 
designed to aid in COVID-19 relief and recovery.
According to Valerie Rochon, President of The Chamber 

Collaborative for Greater Portsmouth and the lead Chamber for this 
regional effort, “the Seacoast Chamber Alliance is well-versed in collaborating on regional efforts and 
we look forward to working together to support our members through economic recovery”.

The Seacoast Chamber Alliance greatly appreciates the resources and opportunity the State has 
provided to us through this partnership. Our priority continues to be supporting our members and 
the business communities throughout the Seacoast in recovery and beyond, and we look forward to 
implementing the initiatives these critical resources have offered us.

http://www.visitseacoastnh.com
http://www.visitseacoastnh.com
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Community comes together to support Dover Food Pantry
The Greater Dover Chamber of Commerce (GDCC) presented 

a check in the amount of $271.16 to the Dover Food Pantry 
recently, which will help 
stock the food pantry 
shelves this holiday season. 
The donation represents 
a portion of the proceeds 
from the Chamber’s recent 
Festival of Trees, which was underwritten by Kennebunk Savings.

“It was great to have so much support from the community this 
year,” says GDCC Community Events Manager Morgan Faustino. 
“We took every precaution to ensure a safe experience for our 
attendees, and the Rivermill at Dover Landing provided the perfect 
setting, with plenty of room to spread out.”

Twenty-five holiday trees were elaborately decorated by local 
businesses and organizations and auctioned off to the highest 
bidders. The Closet Connection donated goodie bags for all the 
children in attendance and Calling All Cargo Moving & Storage 
provided delivery of the trees.

Dover Food Pantry Director Jennifer Spargo was thrilled to 
receive the donation from the GDCC. “This allows us to serve more 
families in need this holiday season and we are happy to be able to 
give back even more to our community,” she said.

Along with donating a portion of the ticket sales to the Dover 
Food Pantry, the Festival of Trees is also a fundraiser for the 
Chamber’s City Lights Committee, a volunteer group of residents 
and Chamber members dedicated to illuminating downtown Dover 
during the holiday season and hanging American flags on Central 
Avenue during the summer months.

The Dover Food Pantry is overseen by Dover Cooperative 
Ministries, which is a non-profit made up of a group of multi-
denomination Dover churches. The Dover Food Pantry is 
committed to serving those that are struggling with food insecurity. 
It is open Tuesdays from 3 to 5 p.m. and Thursdays from 9 to 11 
a.m. and is located in the Parish House building, which is accessed 
through the parking lot between the church building and Parish 
House on Central Avenue in Dover.

The Greater Dover Chamber of Commerce is a not-for-
profit association of businesses, professionals, individuals, and 
organizations working together to advance the economic well-being 
of its members and the community. For details on Dover Chamber 
membership and other programs, or for a schedule of activities, call 
(603) 742-2218 or visit www.dovernh.org.

Festival of Trees Underwriting Sponsor

The Greater Dover Chamber of Commerce presenting a donation 
to the Dover Food Pantry on Thursday, December 10. From left to 
right: Jennifer Spargo (Dover Food Pantry Director), Kathy Ma-
cleod (Dover Food Pantry Volunteer), Morgan Faustino (Community 
Events Manager at GDCC).

The Festival of Trees took place on Friday, December 4 at the 
Rivermill at Dover Landing. Families were able to take part in the 
holiday festivities while remaining socially distanced.

https://martelph.com/
https://www.kennebunksavings.com/
https://www.bob-sherwood.com/


Chamber City Lights Committee and Local Businesses Illuminate Downtown

The Greater Dover Chamber of Commerce City Lights Committee, along with local 
businesses and community volunteers, spent several hours on Monday, November 16 decorating 
Dover’s downtown with lights in preparation for the upcoming holiday season. 

The City of Dover, Leavitt Electrical Contractors, Martineau Electric, and Reliable 
Equipment all generously donated time and resources to help with the project. The lights were 
donated from The Home Depot.

Thank you to City of Dover workers Matt Rabideau and Ryan Neenan, as well as Jim Gowen 
and Connor Griffin from Leavitt Electrical for their time and hard work in putting up the lights. 
Thank you to Pam Simpson of Harvey’s Bakery, who has been volunteering to hang lights in 
Dover for 12 years. Also, a thank you to Dover Chamber volunteers for lending a hand: Brian 
Jacobsen, Stephanie Lund, Stephanie Bolduc, and Phil Rinaldi.

The Dover City Lights Committee is funded by the Dover Chamber of Commerce’s annual 
Festival of Trees.

City of Dover workers Matt Rabideau 
and Ryan Neenan used a bucket truck to 
hang lights on the trees on Central Ave.

Dover Chamber of Commerce 
Communications Specialist Kameron Towle 
putting holiday lights up on the corner of 
Silver Street and Central Ave. 
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This is the final product on Central Avenue thanks 
to the hard work of the City Lights Committee.

Blast Party Rentals offers 
so much more, including bouncy 
houses, slides, photo booths, 
football and basketball toss, 
inflatable axe throwing and 
so much more. To see all of 
the attractions that they have 
to offer, you can visit www.
blastpartyrentals.com/category/
interactives/

Given the situation we’re 
in with COVID-19, Blast Party 
Rentals is ready to adapt and help 
you at a moment’s notice. Their 
mission is to provide you with 
peace about how your event is 
going to be handled, joy at the success of your event, and a love for 
their services that will keep you coming back year after year. They will 
help create lasting memories of your event through personal service, 
professionalism and commitment to excellence.

Blast Party Rentals has many different 
exciting activities for you to enjoy this winter, 
all while staying socially distanced!

Since they are a family owned company 
with children of their own, Blast Party rentals 
has a personal interest in making sure that your 
occasion is truly unforgettable. Their years 
of experience facilitating top-notch events, 
combined with your input will help create an 
event that you can truly be proud of.

A hot new game that Blast Party Rentals is offering is LED Mini 
Golf. Stay socially distanced at an employee appreciation event, a 
small gathering, etc. with the six or nine hole course. It is made in the 
USA and can be played indoors or outdoors.

Also, Blast Party Rentals offers a human-sized snow globe. They 
recently used the snow globe at the Windham, ME Holiday Light 
Parade and also with a visit with Santa in Wells. Santa sat in the snow 
globe and kids were able to stand outside the globe and get their 
picture taken with Santa while remaining safe.
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Blast Party Rentals offering new attractions

http://www.blastpartyrentals.com/category/interactives/ 
http://www.blastpartyrentals.com/category/interactives/ 
http://www.blastpartyrentals.com/category/interactives/ 
http://www.blastpartyrentals.com/category/interactives/ 


Smart Business Series focuses on customer connection while social distancing
The Chamber’s 2020 Smart Business Series, Prosper in a Pandemic: A series on 

engaging customers in a socially distanced environment, explored the topic in a three-part 
series sponsored by Eastern Bank. Both small and large businesses, as well as non-profits, 
took advantage of this robust program with the goal of learning how to market to and connect 
with customers.

In the first session, attendees participated in an open discussion with panelist about the 
importance of marketing. Rita Toth from NH Small Business Development Center shared 
the spending habits of consumers, while Kevin Duffy of True Marketing Communications 
spoke to the importance of branding. Mary McNamara from iHeart Media highlighted the 
changes in consumers’ day to day habits and how those changes have affected how to market 
to consumers. Susan Hanna of SEH Studios shared the changes she has made in her business 
to ensure her customers are aware of her office practices and business hours. 

The second session in the series took many of the concepts shared in session one and applied them to real life practices in session two. Roni 
Reno Watkins of My Country Story shared her extensive knowledge of utilizing Instagram to promote her business, while Dawn Baker from Craft 
of The Raven shared how Facebook Live was keeping her connected with her customer base. 

The third and final session gave participants an opportunity to ask questions of local advisors. Roni Reno Watkins of My Country Story, Mary 
McNamara from iHeart Media, and Warren Daniel of NH Small Business Development Center, all offered advice on their expertise as our final 
session’s advisors. With a speed networking setting, advisors and participants were paired up to brainstorm, discuss, and apply strategies learned in 
the first two sessions. “In participating in a small group discussion with Roni I was able to learn how to use the story feature,” says Cornerstone 
VNA’s Assistant Director of Advancement Ann Vennard.

Many thanks to all the presenters as well as well as our sponsor, Eastern Bank, for continuing to support the Chamber and our virtual events.

MEMBER NEWS

Welcome New Members
Joined in December 2020

The Board of Directors and Staff wish to thank the following members 
who renewed their Chamber investments in December:

BJ Hickman Magic Shows, Center for Assessment, Garrison Hill Florists, Gundalow Company, Martel Plumbing & Heating, 
Mr. Electric, Phil Rinaldi, Photography by Carin, Virtual Health Coach Coco, Wayne Chick.

Little Lebanon To Go
http://quicktogo.us/

ZenBusiness
www.zenbusiness.com/new-hampshire-llc/

Amer Fakhoury Foundation
www.amerfakhouryfoundation.org/
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Community reaffirms trust in Seacoast Dermatology
This year’s Best of the Seacoast event reflects the community’s trust 

for the expertise delivered by Seacoast Dermatology, PLLC. 
Seacoast Dermatology earned the first place award for Best 

Dermatologist for the sixth consecutive year. James Dinulos, MD, earned 
first place honors in the Best Doctor category and Synth Chase, BSN was 
awarded first place honors as Best Nurse this year.

Seacoast Dermatology is taking all current recommended health precautions by offering patients multiple options for 
appointments including virtual or in-office appointments, and special clinics for adults sixty+ years of age. To better serve 
patients, they also offer expanded hours including evenings and weekends plus some same-day appointments for those 
with immediate need. Specialists in skin cancer and Mohs surgery, the Practice also treats patients of all ages for any skin 
condition.

For more information or to schedule an appointment online, please visit SeacoastDermNH.com or call 603-431-5205.

http://quicktogo.us/
http://quicktogo.us/
http://www.amerfakhouryfoundation.org/
http://www.zenbusiness.com/new-hampshire-llc/
http://www.zenbusiness.com/new-hampshire-llc/
http://www.amerfakhouryfoundation.org/ 
http://SeacoastDermNH.com
http://SeacoastDermNH.com


Citizens’ Leadership Academy graduates ninth class
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by Brian Early, City of Dover (article and photos)
The Greater Dover Chamber of Commerce’s Citizens’ Leadership 

Academy graduated its ninth class in early November after six 
sessions that provided an in-depth look at the City of Dover’s 
municipal operations.

Mayor Robert Carrier and Deputy Mayor Dennis Ciotti were on 
hand to thank the graduates for their commitment to the course. They 
encouraged them to become involved with the City, such as becoming 
a member of the many boards and commissions or running for a 
School Board or City Council seat.

“You are the heartbeat that keeps the City going,” Carrier told 
graduates. Carrier and Ciotti both credited the Citizens’ Leadership 
Academy in helping maintain full membership on nearly all of the 
City’s volunteer boards and commissions. Carrier said before the 
Citizens Leadership Academy, the Dover’s board and commissions 
had “vacancies beyond belief.”

Carrier said he began serving Dover on the Recreational Advisory 
Board 27 years ago. Ciotti said he started his service 29 years ago 
when he was appointed to the Zoning Board of Adjustment after his 
neighbor suggested that Ciotti get involved.

Sponsored by the Greater Dover Chamber of Commerce, Eastern 
Bank and the City of Dover, the Citizens’ Leadership Academy 
provides residents with an opportunity to see City of Dover operations 
up close. Typically open to 25 residents, it was reduced to 10 members 
because of COVID-19 concerns. The Academy met for six sessions 
beginning October 8.

The sessions included a basic government overview hosted by 
City Manager J. Michael Joyal, Jr.; a tour of police operations with 
Chief William Breault; a tour of Dover Fire and Rescue with Chief 
Paul Haas; a tour of the public works facilities with Community 
Services Director John Storer; an overview of Dover’s public 
education system with Superintendent William Harbron; and a session 
focused on culture, recreation and quality of life presented by Library 
Director Denise LaFrance, Recreation Director Garry Bannon, 
Economic Development Director Daniel Barufaldi, and Assistant City 
Manager/Director of Planning and Strategic Initiatives Christopher G. 
Parker.

Citizen Leadership Academy graduate Ruth Ogembo said she 

moved to Dover in 2003, but she hasn’t had a chance to learn more 
about it until now. “I’ve been active in other communities (because 
of her job), but not active in my own,” she said. Ogembo said the 
highlight for her was the tour of the public works facilities. There 
she learned everything from how decisions are made to pave certain 
streets over others, why some roads and sidewalks are plowed before 
others, how drinking water is tested and treated, and how sewage 
is treated and managed. Ogembo is not ready yet to join a board or 
commission but plans to once her schedule allows. “I absolutely 
enjoyed it,” she said about the Academy.

Planning Board member Ellen Ianello moved to Dover two years 
ago and soon became a Planning Board alternate member; she was 
recently appointed as a regular member. “I love learning about the 
community,” she said about 
Citizens’ Leadership Academy. 
“It’s been a great way to meet 
people.”

Greater Dover Chamber of 
Commerce President Margaret 
Joyce took the course a couple of 
years ago after the Chamber hired her. “It’s a good program,” she said.

The 2020 graduation members include Ogembo, Ianello, Dennis 
Dwyer, Steve Brown, Jon-Erik Tryggestad, Nate Stewart, Kelly 
Moran, Samuel Beachard, Marissa Mitchell and Richard Armstrong.

The Citizens’ Academy graduated its ninth class on November 6, 2020. The CLA serves as a vehicle to drive citizens to become more involved 
in their community through a detailed look at Dover’s municipal operations.

City of Dover Community Services Director John Storer addressed 
the students of the Citizens’ Leadership Academy while speaking on 
the operations of Dover’s community services.
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MEMBER NEWS

Newburyport Bank contributes $250,000 to 
Wentworth-Douglass Foundation

The Wentworth-Douglass Foundation has been awarded a 
$250,000 gift from Newburyport Bank to create the Women 
& Children’s Strategic 
Initiative Fund to support 
necessary investments in 
technology and services to 
assist Wentworth-Douglass 
Hospital in continuing to 
provide exceptional and timely care for families in the Seacoast.

This $250,000 gift will help Wentworth-Douglass Hospital 
transform newborn care and support families and children in the 
Seacoast as they navigate parenthood and beyond. As part of this 
generosity, a waiting area outside of the Wentworth-Douglass 
Hospital Women & Children’s Center is now officially named the 
Newburyport Bank Family Waiting Area in the Hospital’s Garrison 
Wing.

“We are incredibly grateful for Newburyport Bank’s generous 
support. As the busiest birth center in the Seacoast, the impact of 
this gift is extremely powerful in helping us serve the healthcare 
needs of moms and babies in our community. We offer our most 
sincere thanks and gratitude to Newburyport Bank for their 
proactive investment and confidence in Wentworth-Douglass 
Hospital in support of Seacoast families and standing behind our 
efforts to provide the latest technology and very best care,” says 
Wentworth-Douglass Hospital’s Interim President & CEO, Jeffrey 
Hughes, FACHE. 

“Every life is precious. If our gift to the Wentworth-Douglass 
Foundation can save one baby’s life, then it is absolutely worth 
it. We look forward to growing our relationship with Wentworth-
Douglass as we work together to help guide families through every 
stage of life. I am very proud that Newburyport Bank is associated 
with the Wentworth-Douglass Women & Children’s Center and I 
challenge other institutions to follow in our footsteps and set the 
example for the community to help those who are less fortunate.” 
says President & CEO of Newburyport Bank, Lloyd Hamm, Jr.

Through the Women & Children’s Strategic Initiative Fund, 
Wentworth-Douglass Hospital will bring obstetrical care available 
in the Seacoast to the next level through growth, development, 

From left to right: Former President & CEO of Wentworth-Douglass 
Hospital, Gregory Walker, President & CEO, Newburyport Bank, Lloyd 
Hamm, Jr., Assistant Vice President-Business Development, Newburyport 
Bank, Martha Bertsimas, Vice President of Marketing, Newburyport Bank, 
Alysa Morse, Senior Vice President, Division Executive-Retail Lending & 
CRA Officer, Newburyport Bank, Kimberley Foulkes, and Interim President 
& CEO of Wentworth-Douglass Hospital, Jeffrey Hughes, FACHE.

Eversource Named #1 Energy & Utility 
Company in Newsweek Magazine

For the second consecutive year, Eversource Energy 
(NYSE: ES) has been recognized by Newsweek Magazine on 
its list of America’s Most 
Responsible Companies. 
Eversource ranked #1 
in the Energy & Utilities category on Newsweek’s list and 
placed 72nd out of 2,000 large public companies that were 
evaluated in its review process. The list is based on an 
analysis of the companies’ Corporate Social Responsibility 
efforts, Sustainability, Corporate Citizenship as well as an 
independent public survey.   

“This recognition is 
a tremendous honor that 
truly reflects the unyielding 
commitment and determination 
of our company and our 
great employees – especially 
during these uncertain times,” 
said Eversource Chairman, 
President and CEO Jim Judge. 
“While we continue to operate 
under our COVID-19 pandemic 
plan, our focus remains on 
providing safe and reliable 
electric, gas and water service to our customers while at the 
same time nurturing a diverse and engaged workplace for 
employees, advancing clean energy and working to protect 
the environment.”

Eversource’s commitment to carbon neutrality, support 
of solar energy utility installations, investments in electric 
vehicle charging infrastructure, and initiatives consistent 
with its strategy of being the catalyst for clean energy 
development in New England demonstrates its corporate 
responsibility. In addition, the energy company has 
partnered with global offshore wind developer Ørsted to 
bring additional offshore wind to the northeast, and is also 
advancing innovative energy storage projects for improved 
energy reliability for customers.

The Newsweek list recognizes the top 400 most 
responsible companies in the United States across 14 
different industry subcategories. Eversource and the other 
recognized companies on Newsweek’s ranking of America’s 
Most Responsible Companies were featured in the news 
magazine December 6th.
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and support of specialized and specific services. In addition, 
the Hospital will enhance the services of child life specialists 
and increase the availability of well-attended family education 
programs and new parent support groups. One of these new 
education programs will include a collaboratively developed 
Family Financial Literacy program hosted by Newburyport Bank.

https://www.eversource.com/content/nh
https://www.newburyportbank.com/


MEMBER NEWS

Seacoast Educational Endowment for 
Dover (“SEED”), a nonprofit organization 
dedicated to lifting academic excellence 
in Dover, New Hampshire public schools, 
recently approved approximately $30,000 in 
grant awards to teachers and administrators 
across the Dover school district.

At Horne Street School, SEED awarded 
$1,229 for a group of twelve educators to 
attend Culturally Responsive Literature Instruction, a professional 
development course offered by Harvard Graduate School. 

A May 2020 survey commissioned by the National 4-H Council 
found that 70 percent of teenagers are struggling with their mental 
health due to the Covid-19 pandemic. To meet the needs of the 
school-community, Dover High School (“DHS”) Librarian Kristen 
Whitworth submitted an application for funding to connect DHS 
students with teen-focused online resources. She was awarded 
$2,636 to purchase an assortment of eBooks from Gale’s Cameron’s 
Collection to give DHS students materials written for them to address 
struggles teens face such as homelessness, family dynamics, body 
image, and substance abuse. Additionally, the grant includes funding 
for access to Rosen Teen Health and Wellness database, a one-stop 
self-help resource and fully interactive online community center for 
teen health and wellness.

DHS Math Teacher Tim Elliot was awarded $400 to purchase 
tools to conduct a month-long class on probability and statistics as an 
entry point for a class discussion about the difference between random 
and pseudo-random and how pseudo-random number generators 
work.

Also at the high school, Science Teacher Amy Poirier, was 
awarded $6,518 to buy two digital platforms to enable virtual science 
labs for DHS students. Pivot Interactives allow students to experience 

labs teachers are accustomed to offering in-person and can be used by 
all core science courses including Integrated Earth Science, Biology, 
Chemistry and Physics. 

Music Teacher Eric Turner will spend $4,000 to purchase 
ProTools Software to enable each student access to recording 
technologies in a virtual environment. 

At Dover Middle School, the seventh-grade Language Arts 
educators will use $1,300 of SEED funding to purchase paperback 
books for each student to read together across the entire grade as a 
whole-class assignment. 

SEED will pay for DMS Math Teacher Patty Mulqueen to 
subscribe to Marvel, a paper prototyping app to allow eighth-grade 
students to demonstrate their understanding of mathematical concepts.

The largest grant award went to Dover Middle School’s Amie 
Hinkley and Deb Jacobs. SEED will provide $10,000 to purchase 
thirty student-devices equipped with Google Expeditions. This 
immersive education app allows students to take a virtual field trip to 
any place in the world, at any time in history.

Seacoast Charter School received $500 to purchase a one-
year license for online virtual manipulatives to use in math classes 
throughout the school to demonstrate key math concepts and students 
to think and reason in more meaningful ways.

 Social-emotional learning curriculum is difficult to teach in 
a remote environment. To combat this, the DMS Oasis Program 
received $2,100 in funding to purchase sensory tools such as: active 
tilt stools, wiggle seats, balance ball chair, stress relief fidget sensory 
tools, hedgehog rollers, and noise cancelling headphones.

Entirely funded by community giving, SEED promotes the 
teaching and learning of 21st century skills by providing Dover 
educators access to tools, training, and curriculum not otherwise 
available through traditional school budgets. To learn more about 
SEED or donate, please visit www.DoverSEED.org  

SEED announces fall grant winners

NerdsToGo, a new member of the Greater Dover Chamber of 
Commerce, is based in North Hampton and is one of 35 franchises 
nationwide and growing.

NerdsToGo is quickly becoming the nation’s leader in computer 
and technology service by bringing on new franchises who embody 
the very same values — attitude, listening, expecting the best, 
integrity, and passion — that got the company where it is today.

“We are excited to bring NerdsToGo to Dover and the Seacoast 
during a time when people and businesses rely on their technology 
more than ever to stay connected,” said Tricia Jones, NerdsToGo 
Franchise Owner. “Our goal is to provide technology peace of mind 
by providing service that is fast, friendly and professional”

Technology is a huge part of our everyday lives. When something 
goes wrong, it’s important to get back up and running fast. The IT 
service professionals at NerdsToGo know that facing a computer 
issue can be a daunting process. They’ll work hard to fix the problem 
and save you stress, time, and productivity.

All of their IT technicians have a minimum of five years of 
industry experience and a variety of certifications.

From the moment their “Nerd” arrives at your door, you’ll 
not only get patience and understanding, but also the most reliable 
technology expertise in the country. NerdsToGo instills passion, 
creativity, and integrity into each and every customer engagement. 

They’ll solve your technical problems efficiently and leave you 
brimming with satisfaction when they’re done.

Whether your personal computer or home WiFi is running 
slow, or your business needs a technology upgrade, these Nerds are 
professionally trained and well-versed in a number of common and 
uncommon issues. They can help you with your Apple or Microsoft 
device, including your iPod, iPhone, and Mac devices.

To check out NerdsToGo and see the services that they have to 
offer, visit nerdstogo.com or call 1-603-758-6585.

NerdsToGo brings portable tech services to the Seacoast

From left to right: Stephanie and Scott Loignon (WIN Home Inspection), 
Tricia Jones (NerdsToGo Franchise Owner), Melissa Launder (Greater 
Dover Chamber of Commerce), Melissa Lesniak (Keller Williams Realty).
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Apple Harvest Day looked a bit different in 2020. The Festival was able to take place for 
the 36th consecutive year, but this time around, the festival was offered in both an in-person and 
virtual format.

On October 1, AppleHarvestDay.com went live for festival goers to explore a wide variety 
of virtual vendors for the entire month of October. On the website you could find links to 
vendors’ storefronts, social media pages, and vendor videos. The website was artfully crafted by 
Bret Carmichael of Leap Works.

“I am continually impressed by the Chamber’s commitment to the greater Dover 
community,” said Tiffany Melanson of First Seacoast Bank, Apple Harvest Day’s Underwriting 
Sponsor. “The fast and seamless transition of so many professional and community events to 
a new virtual environment is a true testament to the Chamber’s ongoing positive impact and 
support of our local businesses.”

On October 3, the Dover Chamber hosted the Apple Harvest Day at Home live-streamed 
event from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Apple Harvest Day was brought to the community on this day 
with ceremonies, demonstrations, and performances, including a presentation from Wildlife 
Encounters—all with a click of a button on AppleHarvestDay.com or Facebook Live.

October 17 served as the in-person component of this year’s festival. Apple Harvest (Drive-In) Day was a day full of entertainment at 
Restoration Church in Dover. The fun included kids’ shows in the morning, with Juggler Bryson Lang at 10 a.m., continuing with Rockin’ 
Ron the Friendly Pirate at 11 a.m. In the afternoon, WOKQ’s Apple Pie Contest drew a fun crowd and Acoustic Radio wrapped up the day 
with a musical performance.

Also, the 12th annual Apple Harvest Day 5k was able to take place in a virtual format this year. The virtual 5k allowed runners to run the 
traditional Apple Harvest Day course, or a 5k route of your choosing, at any time during Columbus Day Weekend. Returning this year was a 
partnership with North Country Cider! Each runner 21 and older received one free 12oz cider of his or her choosing at the North Country 
Hard Cider Tasting Room in Rollinsford, NH. The virtual run was underwritten by Wentworth Health Partners: Seacoast Orthopedics 
& Sports Medicine, and the Center for Orthopedics & Joint Replacement.

2020’s Apple Harvest Day at Home different than past years
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SWEEPS TICKETS ON SALE NOW!
Only 300 tickets are being sold for a chance to win $10,000! Tickets for 
this year’s VIRTUAL EVENT are $50 EACH.

The Sweepstakes & Auction is the Chamber’s largest fundraiser of 
the year, supporting community enrichment programs including the 
Cochecho Arts Festival, Apple Harvest Day, Citizens’ Leadership Academy 
and more! Please support the Dover Chamber! Buy your ticket here!

Greater Dover
 

C
h

am

ber of Commerc
e 2021

SAVE THE DATE! 
Sweepstakes

VIRTUAL K MARCH 17
CLICK HERE TO PURCHASE TICKETS

2021

19TH ANNUAL 

January 6
8:00-9:00 a.m.

January 19
4:00-5:00 p.m.

January 29

Interested in hosting a Chamber 
event? Contact Melissa at 

melissa@dovernh.org

Seacoast Region Chambers of Commerce partnering with the 
NH Business & Economic Affairs (BEA) to support Business Recovery Initiatives

SUPPORTING SEACOAST BUSINESSES

SEACOAST
Chamber Alliance

VisitSeacoastNH.com

Understanding the Impact of the 
Wayfair Decision on NH Businesses 

January 12, 2021 – 10:30 a.m.
Join state and local tax specialists from Baker Newman Noyes 

for a virtual event presented by the Seacoast Chamber 
Alliance, during which you’ll learn about the Wayfair ruling 
and how it impacts your business and what you should be 

doing now. Attendees will hear from Michele Cota from 
U.S. Senator Jeanne Shaheen’s office about federal 
activities and efforts related to the Wayfair decision.

For more information, visit www.rochesternh.org/wayfair.

https://www.dovernh.org/events/details/winter-wonderland-networking-event-31943?calendarMonth=2021-01-01
https://www.dovernh.org/events/details/morning-mixer-january-2021-31942
https://dovernh.chambermaster.com/eventregistration/register/31939
https://dovernh.chambermaster.com/eventregistration/register/31939
mailto:melissa%40dovernh.org?subject=
https://www.visitseacoastnh.com/
http://www.rochesternh.org/wayfair
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The look of learning has changed. 
 
The pandemic has forced educators to creatively think about different ways to engage and serve students.
Teachers and administrators have developed fresh programs to deliver impact in this new environment. 
 
What hasn’t changed is SEED’s commitment to provide innovative curriculum, cutting edge technology, tools,
and training for Dover faculty.
 
But we can’t do it without you.
 
SEED is funded strictly by community giving. Your support is needed more than ever to allow SEED to finance
rich learning experiences, whether in-person or virtual, for Dover students.
 
With your help, we can continue to impact the academic outcomes of Dover’s students. 
 
Please send your tax-deductible donation today or visit www.doverseed.org.
 
Sincerely,
The SEED Board of Directors

SEED partners with over 
 40 local businesses dedicated to 

bridge the gap in per-student
spending.

Our Partners

By 2021, SEED will have 
awarded more than $195,000 
directly to teachers to support 

innovative curriculum.

Gifts to Education

SEED has raised over $205,000 
towards our endowment 

while simultaneously 
funding teacher grants.

Endowment Fund 
Organized in 2011, SEED is
comprised of 11 volunteer

board members and several
advisors, all from various

professional backgrounds.

Who We Are

There are over 4,000
students in the in 8 public
schools serving PK-12th

grades.

Who We Serve

The City of Dover ranks 158 
out of 162 New Hampshire
school districts in terms of

per-student spending.

Our Why
Over 150 individual donors
have donated to help SEED

fund innovation in
classrooms.

Our Supporters

SEED

61 Locust Street, Suite Mailbox 236, Dover, NH 03820

www.doverseed.org

Seacoast Educational Endowment for Dover
Supporting Innovation

Dear Supporter of Education,

Seacoast Educational Endowment for Dover is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization. TAX ID: 45-2737721



This site offers two sections with resources 
dedicated to both visitors and Seacoast 
businesses:
n A Visitors Resources link will take you to 
 a page dedicated to providing resources   
 and information to visitors in the Seacoast 
 region, including:
	

	 n What to Do, Where to Stay, Where to 
  Shop, Where to Dine and Takeout
	

	 n List of businesses in the region that have
  taken the Seacoast Safe Pledge

Coming Soon!
A Visitor Guide with Seacoast Drives & 
Itineraries, Videos, and links to everything a 
visitor needs to plan an unforgettable trip to 
the Seacoast. 
	 n A Business Resources link provides tools 
  and resources for businesses to use, 
  including:
	

	 n A variety of workplace safety posters
  and a poster of COVID-19 testing sites in 
  the Seacoast region that can be easily 
  downloaded and printed for businesses 
  to display.

	 n Upcoming business recovery webinars.

	 n Take the Seacoast Safe Pledge.

	 n Business support survey and more.

Please be sure to visit the 
Seacoast Chamber Alliance web page.

SEACOAST
Chamber Alliance

For more information, visit VisitSeacoastNH.com

For more information, visit VisitSeacoastNH.com

GET TESTED
Seacoast Testing Options 

SEACOAST
Chamber Alliance

Hospitals
Exeter Hospital 
Exeter, NH

Portsmouth Regional Hospital   
Portsmouth, NH

Frisbie Memorial Hospital   
Rochester, NH

Wentworth-Douglass Hospital  
Dover, NH

Urgent Care Centers
ConvenientMD Urgent Care
Stratham, NH
Portsmouth, NH
Dover, NH

ClearChoiceMD Urgent Care
Epping, NH
Portsmouth, NH

Pharmacies
RiteAid Pharmacy 
Portsmouth, NH

CVS Pharmacy   
Hampton, NH
Stratham, NH
Somersworth, NH

The Seacoast Chamber Alliance highly 
encourages those who are experiencing 
COVID-19 symptoms to get tested. All the 
facilities currently open for COVID testing on 
the Seacoast are listed here. 

For more information, visit cdc.gov, 
nh.gov, dhhs.nh.gov or call your health 
care provider.

Important Layers to Prevent the Spread of COVID-19
Each safety measure enacted provides another layer 

of defense against the spread of COVID-19

Protect yourself, your employees, customers and visitors by enacting 
multiple layers of protection, also known as the Swiss Cheese Model.

Employer Safety Tips to
Limit the Spread of COVID-19

6’

Wearing 
Masks

Disinfecting 
Surfaces

Washing 
Hands

SEACOAST
Chamber Alliance

For more information on COVID-19 protection strategies, visit the CDC website at 
www.cdc.gov/coronavirus. This flyer is brought to you by the Seacoast Chamber Alliance 

in partnership with the NH Business & Economic Affairs as part of the initiative to 
support business recovery. Visit the Seacoast Chamber Alliance webpage for more 

information on business recovery initiatives at VisitSeacoastNH.com.

Stay Home
When Sick

Social 
Distancing

For more information, visit VisitSeacoastNH.com

Steps to a COVID
Free Office

How to protect yourself 
and your co-workers 

in the office.

SEACOAST
Chamber Alliance

Don’t Touch
Avoid touching your face, nose, eyes and 
mouth to prevent the spread of germs from 
contaminated surfaces from entering your body.

Wear a Mask
When in public, or in close proximity to others, 
ensure that you wear a mask to protect both 
yourself and others from spreading potential germs.

Wash Your Hands
Wash your hands frequently throughout the day with 
soap and water for at least 20 seconds. Or use an alcohol 
based hand sanitizer. 

Disinfect
Regularly clean and disinfect your work area, desk, phone and any 
other frequently touched surfaces. Be sure to clean common 
areas used by all employees in the office.

Social Distance
Maintain a 6 foot distance, approximately 2 arms length, 
between yourself and others. Avoid large crowds and busy 
areas if possible.

Stay Home When Sick
If you feel sick, stay home to prevent the spread of germs. Remain at home 
until better. Contact a physician if you are experiencing COVID-19 related 
symptoms and get tested.

6’

For more information, visit VisitSeacoastNH.com • cdc.gov  •  nh.gov  •  www.dhhs.gov

Wash your Hands
Wash your hands frequently 
throughout the day with 
soap and water for at least 
20 seconds. Or use an 
alcohol based hand 
sanitizer. 

If you feel sick, stay home to prevent the 
spread of germs. Remain at home until 
better. Contact a physician if you are 
experiencing COVID-19 related 
symptoms and get tested.

When in public, or in close proximity 
to others, ensure that you wear 
a mask to protect both 
yourself and others from 
spreading potential germs.

Regularly clean and disinfect 
your work area, desk, phone and 
any other frequently touched 
surfaces.

Avoid touching your face, nose, eyes 
and mouth to prevent the spread of 
germs from contaminated surfaces 
from entering your body.

Social Distance

Maintain a 6 foot distance, approximately 
2 arms length, between yourself and others. 

Avoid large crowds and busy areas if possible.

6’

For more information, visit VisitSeacoastNH.com • cdc.gov  •  nh.gov  •  www.dhhs.gov

Stay Home When Sick

Disinfect

Don’t Touch

Mask Up

Stop the Spread
6 things you can do in the workplace to 
minimize the spread of 
COVID-19 SEACOAST

Chamber Alliance

WEAR A MASK, PLEASE!
We have to wear masks to keep you safe and we 
respectfully require you to wear a mask to keep us safe.

KEEP YOUR DISTANCE
Please keep 6 feet apart from others and staff whenever possible.

6 feet

FOLLOW THE SIGNS & DIRECTIONS
Whether it is capacity or directional arrows, we request that you 
follow all signs and staff directions.

CAPACITY

6 feet 6 feet

Help Us All 
Stay Safe

SEACOAST
Chamber Alliance

SEACOAST
Chamber Alliance

The Seacoast Chamber Alliance has developed 
workplace safety posters for businesses to 
download and print to help limit the spread of 
COVID-19. Click on the posters below to access 
the PDF file or visit www.visitseacoastnh.com.

DOWNLOAD HERE DOWNLOAD HERE

DOWNLOAD HERE DOWNLOAD HERE

DOWNLOAD HERE

Welcoming you to 
Dream, Plan, and Go 

for a Seacoast Getaway
CHECK OUT THE 

NEW VIDEO!

The visitseacoastnh.com 
website continues to 
be populated. Watch as 
information continues 
to appear on this 
new and informative 
website.

https://www.visitseacoastnh.com/
https://www.visitseacoastnh.com/business-support/
https://www.visitseacoastnh.com/business-support/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1QsFBOuxQa5fhutEYbLg9iXqRMy4HHgpg/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1b4wfhC-wazoDfPKRzoUzdDPLEpbzjJyd/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1nlt4FgiCayhZHey9j7ZPPRgJq0ihtOoB/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-tw2PCkrbODiABUBTSLyIbKar_Xdr_MZ/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1oKaVsNf0r5truiT_51OlGlMkLlen6oK1/view
https://www.visitseacoastnh.com/seacoast-videos/
https://www.visitseacoastnh.com/seacoast-videos/
http://visitseacoastnh.com

