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Parshat Shemini 
 

Summary: 
 

- This Parsha is a continuation of last week’s Parsha and begins on the 8th day after the 
Mishkan’s 7-day inauguration when Hashem’s divine presence descends  

- Aaron and the Kohanim begin to actualize their priesthood by making sacrifices 
- Aaron’s two oldest sons, Nadav and Avihu, make an offering to G-d when they were told 

not to and are killed. Aaron remains silent in his grief 
- G-d commands the laws of Kashrut 

a. Land animals: must chew their cud and have split hooves 
b. Fish: must have fins and scales 

- Jews learn about pure vs. impure (institution of mikvaot) 
 
Commentary: Rashi (Born: February 22, 1040, Troyes, France; Died: July 13, 1105, Troyes, 
France) 

 
 מבשרם לא תאכלו. ֵאין ִלי ֶאָּלא ֵאּלּו, ְׁשָאר ְּבֵהָמה ְטֵמָאה ֶׁשֵאין ָלּה ׁשּום ִסיָמן ָטֳהָרה
 ִמַּנִין? ָאַמְרָּת ַקל ָוחֶֹמר, ּוָמה ֵאּלּו ֶׁשֵּיׁש ָּבֶהן ְקָצת ִסיָמֵני ָטֳהָרה ֲאסּורֹות ְוכּו' (ספרא):

OF THEIR FLESH SHALL YE NOT EAT — I have here only a מבשרם לא תאכלו 

law about these animals mentioned here! Whence can I derive that the same 

applies to other unclean animals which have no sign of cleanness at all? You 

must admit that it is a conclusion a fortiori: How is it with these that have 

some signs of cleanness? They are forbidden! how much the more must this be 

so in the case of cattle which do not possess even one sign of cleanness  

We chose this commentary because Rashi explains very relevant and 
important questions that people might have when reading this parsha. We think it 
shows off exactly why learning Rashi is imperative to learning chumash.  
 
 
 
 

https://www.google.com/search?safe=strict&q=rashi+born&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAOPgE-LQz9U3MMs1T9MSy0620i9IzS_ISQVSRcX5eVZJ-UV5i1i5ihKLMzIVQBwAFH2qvjEAAAA&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjZ1fah8Z3hAhVRZKwKHZr_Bv4Q6BMoADAiegQICxAG
https://www.google.com/search?safe=strict&q=Troyes&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAOPgE-LQz9U3MMs1T1MCswqKDYq0xLKTrfQLUvMLclKBVFFxfp5VUn5R3iJWtpCi_MrUYgCXQsmaNwAAAA&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjZ1fah8Z3hAhVRZKwKHZr_Bv4QmxMoATAiegQICxAH
https://www.google.com/search?safe=strict&q=rashi+died&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAOPgE-LQz9U3MMs1T9OSz0620i9IzS_ISdVPSU1OTSxOTYkvSC0qzs-zSslMTVnEylWUWJyRqQDiAACnflMtOgAAAA&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjZ1fah8Z3hAhVRZKwKHZr_Bv4Q6BMoADAjegQICxAK
https://www.google.com/search?safe=strict&q=Troyes&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAOPgE-LQz9U3MMs1T1MCswqKDYq05LOTrfQLUvMLclL1U1KTUxOLU1PiC1KLivPzrFIyU1MWsbKFFOVXphYDAJvp0T9AAAAA&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjZ1fah8Z3hAhVRZKwKHZr_Bv4QmxMoATAjegQICxAL
https://www.google.com/search?safe=strict&q=Troyes&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAOPgE-LQz9U3MMs1T1MCswqKDYq05LOTrfQLUvMLclL1U1KTUxOLU1PiC1KLivPzrFIyU1MWsbKFFOVXphYDAJvp0T9AAAAA&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjZ1fah8Z3hAhVRZKwKHZr_Bv4QmxMoATAjegQICxAL


 
 
Midrash: 
“Nadav and Avihu, the sons of Aaron, each took his censer . . . and they died before G‑d 
(10:1–2)” 

 ַּבר ַקָּפָרא ְּבֵׁשם ַרִּבי ִיְרְמָיה ֶּבן ֶאְלָעָזר ָאַמר ִּבְׁשִביל ַאְרָּבָעה ְדָבִרים ֵמתּו ָּבָניו ֶׁשל ַאֲהרֹן, ַעל ַהְקִריָבה, ְוַעל ַהְקָרָבה, ַעל ֵאׁש
 ָזָרה, ְוַעל ֶׁשּלֹא ָנְטלּו ֵעָצה ֶזה ִמֶּזה. ַעל ַהְקִריָבה, ֶׁשִּנְכְנסּו ִלְפַני ְוִלְפִנים. ְוַעל ַהַהְקָרָבה, ֶׁשִהְקִריבּו ָקְרָּבן ֶׁשּלֹא ִנְצַטּוּו. ַעל ֵאׁש

 ָזָרה, ֵאׁש ִמֵּבית ִּכיַרִים ִהְכִניסּו. ְוַעל ֶׁשּלֹא ָנְטלּו ֵעָצה ֶזה ִמֶּזה, ֶׁשֶּנֱאַמר ( ויקרא י, א): ִאיׁש ַמְחָּתתֹו, ִאיׁש ֵמַעְצמֹו ָעׂשּו ֶׁשּלֹא
 ָנְטלּו ֵעָצה ֶזה ִמֶּזה. ָאַמר ַרִּבי ִיְרְמָיה ֶּבן ֶאְלָעָזר ְּבַאְרָּבָעה ְמקֹומֹות ַמְזִּכיר ִמיָתָתן ֶׁשל ְּבֵני ַאֲהרֹן ּוְבֻכָּלן ַמְזִּכיר ָסְרָחָנן, ָּכל ָּכְך

 ָלָּמה, ְלהֹוִדיֲעָך ֶׁשּלֹא ָהָיה ְּבָיָדם ֶאָּלא ָעֹון ֶזה ִּבְלָבד. ָאַמר ַרִּבי ֶאְלָעָזר ַהּמֹוָדִעי ּבֹוא ּוְרֵאה ַּכָּמה ִמיָתָתן ֶׁשל ְּבֵני ַאֲהרֹן ְיָקָרה
 ִלְפֵני ַהָּקדֹוׁש ָּברּוְך הּוא ֶׁשָּכל ָמקֹום ֶׁשַּמְזִּכיר ִמיָתָתן ַמְזִּכיר ָסְרָחָנם, ָּכל ָּכְך ָלָּמה, ְלהֹוִדיֲעָך ֶׁשּלֹא ְיֵהא ִּפְתחֹון ֶּפה ְלָבֵאי עֹוָלם

 לֹוַמר ַמֲעִׂשים ְמֻקְלָקִלים ָהיּו ְּבָיָדם ַּבֵּסֶתר ֶׁשַעל ְיֵדי ֵכן ֵמתּו.

 ט

 ַרִּבי ָמֵני ִּדְׁשָאב ְוַרִּבי ְיהֹוֻׁשַע ְּדִסְכִנין ְוַרִּבי יֹוָחָנן ְּבֵׁשם ַרִּבי ֵלוִי ָאְמרּו ִּבְׁשִביל ַאְרָּבָעה ְּדָבִרים ֵמתּו ְּבֵני ַאֲהרֹן, ּוְבֻכָּלן ְּכִתיב
 ָּבֶהן ִמיָתה, ַעל ֶׁשָהיּו ְׁשתּויֵי יַיִן, ּוְכִתיב ּבֹו ִמיָתה, ֶׁשֶּנֱאַמר ( ויקרא י, ט): יַיִן ְוֵׁשָכר ַאל ֵּתְׁשְּת. ְוַעל ְיֵדי ֶׁשָהיּו ְמֻחְסֵרי ְּבָגִדים,

 ּוְכִתיב ּבֹו ִמיָתה, ֶׁשֶּנֱאַמר ( שמות כח, מג): ְוָהיּו ַעל ַאֲהרֹן ְוַעל ָּבָניו, ּוָמה ָהיּו ֲחֵסִרין, ְמִעיל, ֶׁשָּכתּוב ּבֹו ִמיָתה, ֶׁשֶּנֱאַמר
 (שמות כח, לה): ְוָהָיה ַעל ַאֲהרֹן ְלָׁשֵרת, ְוַעל ְיֵדי ֶׁשִּנְכְנסּו ְּבלֹא ְרִחיַצת ָיַדִים ְוַרְגַלִים, ֶׁשֶּנֱאַמר ( שמות ל, כא): ְוָרֲחצּו ְיֵדיֶהם
 ְוַרְגֵליֶהם ְולֹא ָיֻמתּו, ּוְכִתיב ( שמות ל, כ): ְּבבָֹאם ֶאל אֶֹהל מֹוֵעד ִיְרֲחצּו ַמִים, ְוַעל ְיֵדי ֶׁשּלֹא ָהיּו ָלֶהם ָּבִנים, ּוְכִתיב ּבֹו ִמיָתה,
 ֲהָדא הּוא ִדְכִתיב ( במדבר ג, ד): וַָּיָמת ָנָדב ַוֲאִביהּוא. ַאָּבא ָחִנין אֹוֵמר ַעל ְיֵדי ֶׁשּלֹא ָהיּו ָלֶהם ָנִׁשים, ִּדְכִתיב ( ויקרא טז, ו):

 ְוִכֶּפר ַּבֲעדֹו ּוְבַעד ֵּביתֹו, ֵּביתֹו זֹו ִאְׁשּתֹו.

 יַרִּבי ֵלוִי ָאַמר ְׁשָחִצים ָהיּו

Bar Kappara said in the name of Rabbi Yirmiyah ben Elazar: Aaron’s sons died on account of 
four things: for drawing near, for offering, for the strange fire, and for not having taken counsel 
from each other. “For drawing near”—because they entered into the innermost precincts of the 
Sanctuary. “For offering”—because they offered a sacrifice which they had not been 
commanded to offer. “For the strange fire”—they brought in fire from the kitchen. “And for not 
having taken counsel from each other”—as it says, “Each took his censer,” implying that they 
acted each on his own initiative, not taking counsel from one another. 
Rabbi Mani of Sha’av, Rabbi Yehoshua of Sichnin, and Rabbi Yochanan in the name of Rabbi 
Levi said: The sons of Aaron died on account of four things . . . : Because they had drunk wine, 
as it says [immediately following the incident], “Do not drink wine or strong drink . . . that you 
not die” (Leviticus 10:9). Because they served in the Sanctuary lacking the prescribed number of 
priestly garments (cf. Exodus 28:43). Because they entered the Sanctuary without washing their 
hands and feet (cf. Exodus 30:21). Because they had no children... as it says, “Nadav and Avihu 
died . . . and they had no children” (Numbers 3:4). 

https://www.sefaria.org/Leviticus.10.1
https://www.sefaria.org/Leviticus.10.9
https://www.sefaria.org/Exodus.28.43
https://www.sefaria.org/Exodus.28.35
https://www.sefaria.org/Exodus.30.21
https://www.sefaria.org/Exodus.30.20
https://www.sefaria.org/Numbers.3.4
https://www.sefaria.org/Leviticus.16.6
https://www.chabad.org/parshah/in-depth/plainBody_cdo/AID/1534#Shemini10_01h
https://www.chabad.org/9911#v9
https://www.chabad.org/parshah/in-depth/plainBody_cdo/AID/1534#
https://www.chabad.org/9889#v43
https://www.chabad.org/9891#v21
https://www.chabad.org/9931#v4


Abba Chanin says that it was because they had no wives, for it is written [regarding the high 
priest], “He shall make atonement for himself, and for his house” (Leviticus 16:6)—“his house” 
refers to his wife. 
Rabbi Levi says that they were arrogant.  
(Midrash Rabbah 20:9-10; Rashi) 
 

The Midrash here is addressing the question of why exactly Aaron’s sons deserved to die. 
From the peshat it seems like their only sin was sacrificing when they were not supposed to, but 
the Midrash cites some different interpretations on this issue. Interestingly, multiple sources 
separately claim there were four reasons why they were killed, some of which included drinking 
alcohol and entering a part of the Mishkan they were prohibited to be in. I think this is trying to 
teach us that the deaths of Nadav and Avihu were justified. Some people may think that Nadav 
and Avihu did not deserve to die because they were just being a little zealous and were trying to 
prove their love for Hashem. This Midrash poses multiple reasons why the two Kohanim died to 
show that the Torah may not have given the whole reason for their deaths, but they definitely 
deserved to die.  

 
 

Song 1: Out of Body (Gorillaz ft. Kilo Kish) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gawKAeTayNY 
This song may seem like  strange one for this parsha, but hear me out. It is all about a ritual, 
wherein all of the steps have to be very specific and done to perfection, or else the consequences 
will be dire- much like what we learn in this week’s parsha, with all the detailed information 
about animals and what to do with them, and what they mean to us. For example, the line 
 You shall not eat of their flesh or touch their ”ִמְּבָׂשָרם֙ לֹ֣א תֹאֵכ֔לּו ּוְבִנְבָלָת֖ם לֹ֣א ִתּגָ֑עּו ְטֵמִא֥ים ֵה֖ם ָלכֶֽם׃ 
carcasses; they are unclean for you.” It is very specific and reminds me of potions and spells and 
rituals.  
 
Song 2: My Favorite Thing (Julie Andrews) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=33o32C0ogVM 
This song reminds me of this week’s parsha, because, I admit, that was the song playing in my 
head while I read the list of rules detailed in this parsha. It is basically a list of laws to follow 
regarding eating animals, like in these 3 pesukim:  
 ;the little owl, the cormorant, and the great owl ֶאת־ַהּכֹ֥וס ְוֶאת־ַהָּׁשָלְ֖ך ְוֶאת־ַהּיְַנֽׁשּוף׃

 ;the white owl, the pelican, and the bustard ְוֶאת־ַהִּתְנֶׁשֶ֥מת ְוֶאת־ַהָּקָא֖ת ְוֶאת־ָהָרחָֽם׃

https://www.chabad.org/9917#v6
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gawKAeTayNY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=33o32C0ogVM


So, like in the parsha, this song lists a bunch of things with a rhythm. Instead of a list of 
someone’s favorite things, however, it is a definitive list of laws we need to follow lest we die or 
something.  

Song 3: Welcome to the Jungle 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o1tj2zJ2Wvg 

I chose this song because the parsha discusses a lot of animals, causing me to think about the 
jungle. It strikes me as a little strange that Hashem tells them about really weird animals, like 
chameleons, when in Egypt and in the desert, the Jews would not encounter anything like it. I 
decided to include Welcome to the Jungle because it is a really good song, and it brings to mind 
imagery of a forest full of animals, like the ones mentioned in the torah portion. The line that I 
chose to convey this reasoning is: 

ֶמת׃   the gecko, the land crocodile, the lizard, the sand lizard, and ”ְוָהֲאָנָק֥ה ְוַהּכַֹ֖ח ְוַהְּלָטָא֑ה ְוַהחֶֹ֖מט ְוַהִּתְנׁשָֽ
the chameleon.” 

Song 4: Smooth (Santana) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ce1r05SSbwA 

I selected this song mostly for the chorus, which states, “Give me your heart, make it real, or else 
forget about it.” To me, that is what Hashem is saying when he gives us all these strict laws- if 
we decide to serve Him, we need to go all out. We give Him our whole hearts, meaning we do 
everything He tells us unconditionally- and if we refuse to, He’d say “forget about it”. Hashem 
ends this parsha with the declaration that He is our God, and why we should heed His 
instructions.  

 ִּכ֣י ׀ ֲאנִ֣י ְיהָו֗ה הַַּֽמֲעֶל֤ה ֶאְתֶכם֙ ֵמֶאֶ֣רץ ִמְצַרִ֔ים ִלְהיֹ֥ת ָלֶכ֖ם ֵלאלִֹה֑ים ִוְהיִיֶת֣ם ְקדִֹׁש֔ים ִּכ֥י ָקדֹ֖וׁש ָֽאִני׃

For I the LORD am He who brought you up from the land of Egypt to be your God: you shall be 
holy, for I am holy. 

Bonus Song: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1SHK4J392rI 

(for Nadav and Avihu) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o1tj2zJ2Wvg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ce1r05SSbwA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1SHK4J392rI


Yoram Raanan Painting (Bonus) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
  
 


