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Parashat Toldot 

 
Summary: 

 
Yitzchak marries Rivkah when he is 40 years old and they try to have children. Rivkah is 

barren so they pray to G-d. After 20 years, Rivkah finally gets pregnant but she endures a very 
difficult pregnancy. She asked G-d why she was struggling so much and in return G-d told 
her, “Two nations are in your womb, and two kingdoms will separate from your innards, and 
one kingdom will become mightier than the other kingdom, and the elder will serve the 
younger.”  

Esav is born first (red and coated with hair) and after that Yaakov came out grasping 
Esav’s heel. Esav grows up to be a hunter and farmer and Yaakov is a simple shepherd 
who loves to learn. Yitzchak favors Esav and Rivkah favors Yaakov.  

One day while Yaakov was cooking up some stew Esav came back from a long day 
of hunting. He told Yaakov to give him some of the red stew and Yaakov told him to sell his 
firstborn rights in exchange for the stew. Esav replied, “If I am going to die from hunger, 
what good is my birthright to me?” so he sold it to Yaakov.  

There was a famine in the land and Yitzchak went to Avimlelch (king of Plishtim in 
Gerar). He dwelled in Gerar but had to present Rivkah as her sister instead of her wife. He 
farms the land, reopens the wells dug by his father Abraham, and digs a series of his own 
wells. There is some conflict over the first two wells with the Plishtim but Yitzchak is able to 
enjoy the waters of the third well.  

Yitzchak grows old and eventually almost blind. He tells Esav to go hunt for 
him so that he could eat, bless Esav, and then die peacefully. Rivkah heard this and made 
up a plan for Yaakov to be blesses instead of Esav. She told him to grab two goats from the 
flock so that she can make a meal for Yitzchak. After making the meal, she covers Yaakov 
in hairy goat skins and dressed him in Esav’s clothing. Then Yaakov delivers the meal to 
Yitzchak. He makes sure its Esav (by feeling his arms and smelling his clothes) and then 
eats the meal. He eats the meal, drinks some wine, and then blesses who he thinks is Esav. 
Yaakov leaves after receiving the blessing. Later on, Esav comes in with the meal and asks 
Yitzchak to bless him. Yitzchak is completely confused and explains to Esav that he already 
gave away the blessing. Esav cries out a bitter cry and then asks if he has any blessings 
left. YITZCHAK BLESSES HIM TO SERVE HIS BROTHER.  This blessings triggers Esav’s 
hate for Yaakov and he decides to kill him. When Rivkah finds out she tells Yaakov to run 
away to Lavan’s house to escape Esav and find a wife there. She tells Yitzchak that Yaakov 
was going to go to Lavan’s to find a wife and he agrees. Esav hears this and marries his 
third wife Macalath (bat Yishmael).  
 
 
 

https://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/2650/jewish/The-Faith-of-the-Farmer.htm
https://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/2161/jewish/Digging-Wells.htm


Classical Commentary: 
 
Rashi---Rabbi Shlomo Yitzchaki lived in France from 1040 to 1105 

Upon learning that there are seven blessings, it’s interesting that Yitzchak singles out 
the blessing that he has made Yaakov the master. Rashi explains that he singles this 
blessing out because Yitzchak was trying to explain to Esav that any other blessing he 
could give him would ultimately be Yaakov’s. For example, if Esav got land, the land would 
belong to the master, Yaakov. 
 

 הן גביר  ְּבָרָכה זֹו ְׁשִביִעית ִהיא, ְוהּוא עֹוֶׂשה אֹוָתּה ִראׁשֹוָנה? ֶאָּלא ָאַמר לֹו ַמה ּתֹוֶעֶלת ְלָך

 ַּבְּבָרָכה? ִאם ִּתְקֶנה ְנָכִסים, ֶׁשּלֹו ֵהם, ֶׁשֲהֵרי ְּגִביר ַׂשְמִּתיו ָלְך, ּוַמה ֶּׁשָּקָנה ֶעֶבד ָקָנה ַרּבֹו:

 AND BEHOLD I HAVE MADE HIM THY MASTER — This blessing is the הן גביר

seventh in the series of blessings which Isaac gave to Jacob (cf. w. 28. 29) and yet 

he (Isaac) singles it out as though it were the chief blessing? But the explanation 

is, he said to him (Esau): “What benefit will a blessing be to you? If you acquire 

property, it will belong to him, for “Behold, I have made him thy master״, and 

whatever a servant acquires becomes the property of his master (Genesis Rabbah 

67:5). 

Art: 

Star Weems (lives in Athens, Alabama) Starr Weems 
is a watercolorist who explores the collision of 
reality and the fanciful world of dreams.  
 
 
This painting represents Rivkah’s difficult pregnancy. 
When she talk to G-d and asks why she is struggling so 
much G-d replies that it’s because there are two great 
nations in her womb. The stars that stem from the two 
fighting babies represent the numerous populations that 
would later be the two great nations.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

https://www.sefaria.org/Bereishit_Rabbah.67.5
https://www.sefaria.org/Bereishit_Rabbah.67.5


 
 
 
 

Yoram Raanan- 
In the 

painting,Yitzchak, 

old and humble, is 

dressed in purple (a 

royal color). Yaakov 

bows before his 

father, wearing 

goatskins to 

resemble his 

brother’s hairy arms. 

With one hand 

Yitzchak touches 

the animal-skin 

clothing, while his 

other golden hand rests on Jacob’s head. The tension and riveting drama that characterizes Isaac blessing Jacob 

(while thinking he is Esav) is represented by the red figure of Esav looking over his father. In the background, the 

blessings flutter like wings, flying in the sky over wine-colored earth, symbolizing the promise of both spiritual 

realization and physical abundance. 

 


