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Parshat Metzora 

Summary:  

● Parshat Metzora continues the topic of tzaraat and the parsha begins with a description of 

the purification procedure for a person who contracted tzara'at. After the Kohen 

determines that the tzara'at has been healed, a ceremony involving two birds, a cedar 

plank, a scarlet thread and water from a live stream, is used for the initial stage of the 

purification. The individual also shaves his entire body. After a seven day wait, the 

person shaves again, and brings a korban mincha. 

● Then the Kohen processes the korbans in the specific way the is described in the second 

Aliyah in this section. After that the purification process is completed. 

● Then the torah talks about what you do when you are poor and you just got cured from 

tzaraat. It says that if the individual suffering from tzara'at cannot afford the above 

sacrifices, two birds can be substituted for two of the animals. It also talks about the 

different purification process  

Then the torah talks about how you can tell if your house has tzaraat and what you must 

do. One sign is that if stones on a home become discolored acquiring a strong red or 

green pigment. If indeed the discoloration seems to be tzara'at, the kohen quarantines the 

home for up to three weeks. Depending on the spread of the discoloration, the home is 

either declared to be pure, or the specific stones are removed from the house, or, in the 

most extreme situations, the house is demolished. The Torah then describes the 



purification process for such a home — which is very similar to the initial stage of the 

purification of the human afflicted with tzara'at  

● Following the laws of Tzara’at, the Torah turns its attention to various laws dealing with 

bodily discharges that render the individual Tameh. Male discharges, seminal discharges, 

menstruation, and other female discharges are detailed. 

 

 

Commentary: 

Samuel ben Meir (known as the Rashbam), 1085-1158 France, Rashi's Grandson 

 בלא עת נדתה – לאחר ימי נדתה, כמפורש במסכת נדה (בבלי נדה ע"ג.): אין אשה קרוייה זבה להביא קרבן אלא

 לאחר שבעת ימי נדה, אם תראה ג' ימים רצופים בתוך אחד עשר יום, {בין} בתחילתן בין בסופן צריך שבעת ימים

 נקיים רצופים וקרבן בשמיני.

  בלא עת נדתה

[WHEN A WOMAN HAS HAD A DISCHARGE] ... NOT AT THE TIME OF HER 

MENSTRUATION: I.e. after the days of her menstruation, as it is explained in tractate Niddah. 

A woman is not considered [the type of] zavah [a woman impure because of a discharge] who is 

required to bring a sacrifice unless she sees blood for three consecutive days after her seven days 

of menstrual impurity, during the next eleven days thereafter, whether at the beginning or at the 

end [of that eleven day period]. [Such a woman] requires seven "clean" days followed by a 

sacrifice on the eighth day [as elements of her purification process] 



We chose this commentary because it talks about how these things aren't an exact science they 

aren't always perfect and on time and there's always something goes wrong. And this midrash is 

talking about what we should do when things go wrong, or when things are not perfect. 

 

Art Work 

 

By Yoram Raanan (!) 
This image represents the purification process of the leper. The Cohen is shown doing the 
procedure to the man on the left. We chose this image because a) it is Yoram Raanan and b) the 
colors are vibrant and playful. He uses the same images of blue to describe the holiness of 
HaShem that is in both the cohen and the leper that is being purified. We think that the white 
symbolizes purity.  Additionally, in this work you can actually see what the image is trying to 

portray, which in our mind is always a plus.  
 

Found on Daily Torah, artist unknown 
This image represents the purification process in the 
beginning of the parsha. The bird is wrapped in the 
scarlet with the plank and the hyssop. We found it 
interesting that the red blood of the bird and the 
scarlet thread were highlighted, while the other 



parts are left plain. We think this shows the significance of the binding that keeps us all together 
so to speak, and the blood symbolizes that  the animal is being sacrificed for humans’ purity. 
 
 
Marvelous Midrash 
 

Why does the introduction to the discussion of tzaraat of the house appear to convey the 
sense of good news? 

 
The Midrash raises the same question, and provides a rather surprising answer: 

  
"And I place the plague of tzara'at" – Rabbi Chiya taught: Is it then good news for                 
them that they will be stricken with plagues?! Rabbi Shimon ben Yochai taught:             
When the Canaanites heard that Israel were coming to their country, they arose             
and hid their wealth inside their walls and in their fields. The Holy One said: I did                 
not promise their forefathers that I would bring their descendants into a land laid              
waste, but rather to a land full of all kinds of goodness, as it is written: "And                 
houses full of all kinds of goodness" (Devarim6:11). What, then, did the Holy             
One do? He caused sores to appear on a person's house, and when he took it                
apart [as would be necessary if the plague was confirmed to be tzara'at and then               
proceeded to spread], he would find the treasure; likewise he would have to burn              
his field and, as he turned it over, he would find the buried treasure. (Vayikra               
Rabba, 17,6) 
 

We chose this commentary because it explains why the tzaraat “plague” could be viewed in a                
positive light. The different wording of the house tzaraat poses a question and this midrash               
answers it very clearly. We also like how it describes how one could get tzaraat on their house,                  
since the Torah does not give that to us, in a very midrashic and positive way. 

https://www.sefaria.org/Deuteronomy.6.11?lang=he-en&utm_source=sef_linker
https://www.sefaria.org/Deuteronomy.6.11?lang=he-en&utm_source=sef_linker
https://www.sefaria.org/Vayikra_Rabbah.17.6?lang=he-en&utm_source=sef_linker
https://www.sefaria.org/Vayikra_Rabbah.17.6?lang=he-en&utm_source=sef_linker
https://www.sefaria.org/Vayikra_Rabbah.17.6?lang=he-en&utm_source=sef_linker

