
  
 

Parshat Vayikra 
Vayikra 5:17-19 

ָעֶׂש֑יָנה ְולֹֽא־ָיַד֥ע ְׂשָת֗ה ַאַחת֙ ִמָּכל־ִמְצוֹ֣ת ְיהָֹו֔ה ֲאֶׁש֖ר לֹ֣א תֵֽ ֱחָט֔א ְועָֽ  ְוִאם־ֶנֶ֨פׁש֙ ִּכ֣י תֶֽ
 ְוָאֵׁש֖ם ְוָנָׂש֥א ֲעו ֹֽנֹו: ְוֵ֠הִב֠יא ַאִ֣יל ָּתִמ֧ים ִמן־ַהּצֹ֛אן ְּבֶעְרְּכָך֥ ְלָאָׁש֖ם ֶאל־ַהּכֵֹה֑ן ְוִכֶּפר֩ ָעָל֨יו

יהֹוָֽה: ְגָגתֹ֧ו ֲאֶׁשר־ָׁשָג֛ג ְוהּ֥וא לֹֽא־ָיַד֖ע ְוִנְסַל֥ח ֽלֹו: ָאָׁש֖ם הּ֑וא ָאׁשֹ֥ם ָאַׁש֖ם לַֽ  ַהּכֵֹה֜ן ַע֣ל ׁשִֽ
If a person sins and commits one of the commandments of the Lord 
which may not be committed, but he does not know, he is guilty, and 
he shall bear his transgression. He shall bring an unblemished ram 
from the flock, with the value for a guilt offering, to the kohen. The 
kohen shall then make atonement for his unintentional sin which he 
committed and did not know, and he shall be forgiven. It is a guilt 
offering he has incurred guilt before the Lord 

 
 
 

Molly Goldstein: Class of 2021: A modern commentary 
Summary: 
These pesukim discuss the korban of shogeg that is brought using tzon, a 
ram, or an animal from a herd. If one does a sin by accident, they are still 
liable for this korban. The korban has the same weight as a guilt offering. 
The man who sinned will be forgiven. 
 
Rabbi Jonathan Sacks via Joshua Gerstein from Times of Israel blog  
 
Bio of Gerstein: The Author is a Jerusalem based Rabbi and Jewish 
Educator. He is a Lieutenant in the IDF reserves where he serves as a 
battalion Rabbi, and is the author of the book "A People, A Country, A 
Heritage-Torah Inspiration from the Land of Israel."  
 



Gerstein discusses Rabbi Sack’s explanation of the three 
categories of korbanot, behema, bakar, and lastly tzon, which is the 
category mentioned in our pesukim. This last category has an interesting 
lesson for modern day spiritual growth. Rabbi Sacks says “Tzon (flocks) 
represents the herd instinct – the powerful drive to move in a given 
direction because others are doing likewise. The great figures of Judaism 
– Abraham, Moses, the prophets – were distinguished precisely by their 
ability to stand apart from the herd; to be different, to challenge the idols 
of the age, to refuse to capitulate to the intellectual fashions of the 
moment.” Gerstein explains that this idea can be taken into our modern 
lives. We should try not to follow the herd, to be our own selves in relation 
to HaShem, in relation to our peers and so on. We need individuality in 
our lives.  

I believe that this is a really important message to learn, especially from something like 
the korbanot which is hard to connect to in our day and age. I think we can take this 
individuality and connect it to the specific shogeg korban. When one sins, its an individual 
problem. One is going against the laws of the Torah, or the herd. This kind of individuality is 
not a good thing. But, on the flip side, if you see someone doing a sin you can be the 
individual who rises up and tells them they are wrong. This individuality is an important quality 
for leadership and strength of character.  In this way, we are able to connect to the foreign 
korbanot mentioned in all of Vayikra. 
 
https://blogs.timesofisrael.com/the-message-of-the-korbanot-for-our-times-thoughts-on-parsh
at-vayikra/ 

 
 

Ilay K.- an original thought! 
These pesukim are talking about the sequences of the Averot. If you did 
any average (these specific pesukim is לא תעשה averot but in general it 
gives the Ideas to give a Korban if you sin. This pesukim are very 
important since it shows us the מעלה of תשובה to understand that if we did 
an avera God can forgive us if we have the right intentions and we 
followed those steps that are mentioned in the pesukim. 
 

https://blogs.timesofisrael.com/the-message-of-the-korbanot-for-our-times-thoughts-on-parshat-vayikra/
https://blogs.timesofisrael.com/the-message-of-the-korbanot-for-our-times-thoughts-on-parshat-vayikra/


I have my own original opinion on these pesukim. So when I looked at the 
pesukim I thought what an important topic but again everything is simple 
it's hard to write a פירוש on something that is already מפורש so I thought 
hard what can I write and I found one interesting idea. Everything in the 
 .has meaning to me. We just have to find the reason why it's there תורה
To me that idea  appears in the word "אם" at the beginning of the 
pesukim. There has to be a reason why the word "אם" starts  those 
pesukim. I believe that God believes in us. To me God sees our potential. 
Therefore we don’t believe that we were born sinners but we born holy. 
 We are holy. God created us. How unbelievable is .בצלם אלוקים נברא האדם
that?! From that I take the word "אם" which mean “in a case” or “if you did 
it”. We all have the option to prevent everything that in those pesukim. To 
control the yetzer hara. I hope and I believe we all will choose the good 
side of us just like God believes in us with the word of "אם". 

 
 

Daniel Gross- Class of 2020- What can the details teach us? 
The Torah has led us through the narrative of a fledgling nation, turned 
slaves, and finally free. The Israelite people, at the highest of spiritual 
highs, are presented with the Torah, the Jewish laws in their entirety. 
Hashem begins this instruction, through Moshe Rabeinu, with the laws of 
the Mishkan, the manner in which we will be able to connect with our 
creator going forward. These intricate, and important, laws are  followed 
by the book of Vayikra. In it, Hashem wastes no time in explaining to the 
people how to use the newly minted Mishkan. While boring to the casual 
observer, these rules dictate the essential nature of our relationship with 
the Master of the universe, although the text tends to be dry and tedious.  

When reading the rules, it seems both the Torah and commentators 
are splitting hairs over minor details. While one may appreciate the 
thoughtfulness in the text, it is a cumbersome prospect to read through 
such a text. For example, the Ibn Ezra explains that the sin offering 
referred to in Vayikra 5:17 is referring to a situation in which the sinner 
had no notion that the action was a sin. He contrasts this with the guilt 
offering, in which the individual knew the action was forbidden but had 
forgotten.  



An individual that is not well versed in the laws of korbanot would 
be hard pressed to understand the case, the issue, and Ibn Ezra’s 
solution. How, then, can we find any meaning from this parsha in 2020, 
thousands of years since the last korban was given? 

I would suggest that the discussion is not the main point of 
inspiration. Rather, it is the manner in which it is discussed. Hashem 
created an intricate, balanced, and just system for us. The attention to 
detail jumps out to the reader as they jump from one law to the other. The 
Rabbis responded to this with equally detailed discussions, questions, 
and answers on the content, even generations after the content was 
relevant. This virtue, attention to detail, seems to be the manifest of the 
holy nature of the writings of these texts. Today, we should be inspired by 
this attention to detail in our religious lives. Many Jews, myself included, 
will do things that they know might be incongruent with Torah decrees. 
We cut corners on a regular basis. This portion of the Torah teaches us 
that corner-cutting does not cut it for Hashem.  

 


