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Parshat Meztora Summary 

● The parsha describes the purification procedure for a person who has tzaraat. After the 
cohen sees that the tzaraat has been healed, cohen uses two birds, a cedar plank, a red 
thread, and water from a live stream for the initial stage of the purification. Prior, the 
person had to have shaved their whole body + 7 day wait in isolation + another shaving 
and then sacrifices 3 animals and an oil korban. 

● The parsha describes the processes of the korbans, which act as he final step in the 
purifying process.  

● Torah explains that if one cannot afford the sacrifices, 2 birds can be used as substitutes 
in a slightly different purifying process.  

● Homes can also get tzaraat. If stones on a home become discolored — a strong red or 
green — a cohen is brought and the home must be quarantined for 3 weeks. Depending 
on the discoloration, the home is: 1)declared pure 2) specific stones are replaced 3) home 
is destroyed 

● The Torah then describes the purification process for a home — which is very similar to 
the initial stage of the purification of the human afflicted with tzaraat.  

● The parsha continues with the discusses how men/women must purify themselves in a 
mikvah after sexual fluids have left the body  

Classical Commentary 
Rashi  -----France----1040-1105 [Rav Shlomo Yitzchaki]    

 ונתתי נגע צרעת: בשורה היא להם שהנגעים באים עליהם, לפי שהטמינו אמוריים מטמוניות של זהב בקירות בתיהם 
 :כל ארבעים שנה שהיו ישראל במדבר, ועל ידי הנגע נותץ הבית ומוצאן

and I put a plague of tzaraat: It is a line/message to them that the  plague are on them, from the 
impure Amoraim have buried gold in the walls of their houses every forty years that the jews 
were in the desert, and by the hand of the plague the house was broken and it was found  

  
I was wondering for what purpose Hashem might have for giving taraat to a person’s house 
rather than on the person. It seems from here that it was a means to allow the Jews to acquire 
rewards. If this is the case, it makes me wonder why Hashem would use a punishment that 
showcases people who have spoken lashon hara as a means of offering reward to people.  
  
Parsha Playlist 
1)  Before You Accuse Me---Eric Clapton 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HoDwVNOPyyw       זֹ֤את ּתְִֽהֶיה֙ ּתֹוַר֣ת ַהְּמצָֹר֔ע ְּביֹ֖ום טֳָֽהָרתֹ֑ו 
  :ְוהּוָב֖א ֶאל־ַהּכֹהֵֽן
Tzaraat, according to some commentaries, is a punishment/plague that occurs from lashon hara. 
Based off of this and the fact that the result is that a person is put in isolation and meant to think 
about their wrong doings, I believe this song is most appropriate. The entire song is about a 
person telling the listener that they need to analyze their own misgiving---which is the purpose of 
the tzaraat punishment.  
2)     Lonely People-----America            https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f3vnmV6pPKI 

ֲחֶנ֑ה   ֶאל־ִמחּ֖וץ ַלּמַֽ

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HoDwVNOPyyw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f3vnmV6pPKI


The cohen has to go outside the camp because the afflicted person is meant to be in isolation. 
Naturally isolation goes hand in hand with people being lonely, hence my thinking about a song 
literally title Lonely People.  
3) Legend of Wooley Swamp-----Charlie Daniels Band https://youtu.be/gSM7voOCkU0?t=81  
This song is about a legend of a greedy man who would hide his gold in a corner underneath the 
ground of his house. The first thing I thought of when Rashi pointed out how the tzaraat pointed 
jews to houses that had gold hidden in the walls, my first thought was of “old Lusious Crane”. 

 ונתתי נגע צרעת: בשורה היא להם שהנגעים באים עליהם, לפי שהטמינו אמוריים מטמוניות של זהב בקירות בתיהם 
 :כל ארבעים שנה שהיו ישראל במדבר, ועל ידי הנגע נותץ הבית ומוצאן

 
4)    Break Down the Walls-------Shy  https://youtu.be/ZRDNCjCHZsQ?t=60  

  ְוִצָּוה֙ ַהּכֵֹה֔ן ְוִחְּלצּו֙ ֶאת־ָהֲ֣אָבִנ֔ים
   This song made me think of how the Jews had to break down the walls that had tzaraat on 
them. Considering it is the very title of the song, it is not hard to see the connection.  
 

https://youtu.be/gSM7voOCkU0?t=81
https://youtu.be/ZRDNCjCHZsQ?t=60

