
 

Parshat Acharei Mot- Kedoshim 
 
 

Avidan Abramson- Class of 2023 :   “Parsha Playlist” 
Parsha Summary 

- In the beginning of Acharei Mot, Hashem warns the Jewish people that no one 
is permitted to enter the “Holy of Holies” except for the Kohen Gadol on Yom 
Kippur. 

- This warning is sparked by the disobedience of Ahron’s sons, Nadav and 
Avihu, who try to offer a sacrifice to Hashem even though they are not 
Kohanim Gedolim and it was not Yom Kippur.  

- The parsha then goes on to describe the features of the Yom Kippur service.  
- This includes the lottery over two identical goats to see which one would go to 

Hashem and which one would carry the sins of Bnei Yisrael to the wilderness.  
- Additionally, the parsha warns against the consumption of blood and details the 

laws prohibiting certain sexual relationships. 
 

Parsha Playlist 
Song 1: “Hey Jude” by The Beatles - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A_MjCqQoLLA 

 ִּכי־ַבּיֹום ַהֶּזה ְיַכֵּפר ֲעֵליֶכם ְלַטֵהר ֶאְתֶכם ִמֹּכל ַחֹּטאֵתיֶכם ִלְפֵני ְיהָוה ִּתְטָהרּו׃
For on this day atonement shall be made for you to cleanse you of all your sins; you shall be 
clean before the LORD. 

“Hey Jude” by The Beatles is an extremely uplifting song. With its message of hope to 
not “make it bad”, it is implying that no matter how bad things are, you can always “make it 
better”. This is very similar to the parsha’s message about Yom Kippur. As is evident in the 
pasuk above, Yom Kippur is a day on which Hashem gives us an opportunity to cleanse 
ourselves from all of our sins no matter how badly we might have messed up in the past. In 
addition to this, the song is literally addressing “Jude” which, although is not what it was 
intended to be, could be interpreted as being directed at the Jews as a message of 
reassurance. 
 
Song 2: “Another One Bites The Dust” by Queen - 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rY0WxgSXdEE 

 וְַיַדֵּבר ְיהָוה ֶאל־ֹמֶׁשה ַאֲחֵרי מֹות ְׁשֵני ְּבֵני ַאֲהרֹן ְּבָקְרָבָתם ִלְפֵני־ְיהָוה וַָּיֻמתּו׃

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A_MjCqQoLLA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rY0WxgSXdEE


 וַֹּיאֶמר ְיהָוה ֶאל־ֹמֶׁשה ַּדֵּבר ֶאל־ַאֲהרֹן ָאִחיָך ְוַאל־ָיֹבא ְבָכל־ֵעת ֶאל־ַהֹּקֶדׁש ִמֵּבית ַלָּפֹרֶכת ֶאל־ְּפֵני ַהַּכֹּפֶרת ֲאֶׁשר
 ַעל־ָהָארֹן ְוֹלא ָימּות ִּכי ֶּבָעָנן ֵאָרֶאה ַעל־ַהַּכֹּפֶרת׃

The LORD spoke to Moses after the death of the two sons of Aaron who died when they drew 
too close to the presence of the LORD. 
The LORD said to Moses: Tell your brother Aaron that he is not to come at will into the Shrine 
behind the curtain, in front of the cover that is upon the ark, lest he die; for I appear in the 
cloud over the cover. 

“Another One Bites The Dust” by Queen is a song that, in my opinion, connects very 
well to the beginning of the parsha from the very first words. With lyrics like “how long can you 
stand the heat?” to the titular line “Another one bites the dust”, this song calls back to the 
reason for the warning at the start of the parsha. When Nadav and Avihu, Ahron’s sons, try to 
bring an offering to Hashem by entering the “Holy of Holies” Hashem kills them with fire for 
their sin. This is similar to the theme of this song. In the lyrics “I’m gonna get you too” this 
song can imply that no matter what, if you sin, Hashem will find a way to punish you, just like 
he did with Nadav and Avihu. 

 
 

Jake Teller- Class of 2021: Rashi 

Summary 
● Hashem warns against anyone who is not supposed to going into the holy parts of the 

Mishkan 
● He explains that only the Kohen Gadol can go into the Kodesh Hakedoshim once a 

year-on Yom Kippur 
● In addition, on Yom Kippur there is a ceremony called the “casting of lot” in which a 

goat is sent off to be offered to Hashem and carry the sins o the people 
● No offerings should be brought except for in the Holy Temple 
● Hashem lays oit the laws of blood consumption, incest, and sexual relations 

Commentary 
Rashi, an 11th century commentator from France comments on the beginning of the parsha, 
perek 16 pasuk 3, in which it is written that the word “be-zot” when referring to the sin 
offering that Aharon will bring to the holy place. Rashi comments that the word “be-zot” has a 
gematria of 410, alluding to the 410 years that the First Temple existed. He points out the 
connection between the holy building of Hashem and the sin offering brought in the holy parts 
of the Mishkan. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Ariella Ruben- Class of 2021- An Original Thought 
Acharei Mot- Summary 

Following the deaths of Nadav and Avihu, God warns the people against entering the 
Holy of Holies unless they are the Kohen Gadol and it happens to be Yom Kippur. While He is 
at it, God also teaches the people how to select a goat to be exiled and warns against making 
sacrifices outside of the Beit HaMikdash. A relatively uneventful parsha, to say the least.  
 

Original Dvar Torah 
So… In parshat Acharei Mot, God strikes the reader as being ever-so slightly 

insensitive toward his high priest Aaron and good old uncle Moshe. The parsha kicks off with 
God instructing Moshe to give Aaron various instructions such as not to enter the Holy of 
Holies unless it is Yom Kippur, how to select at random between two goats which one will be 
exiled as a sacrifice to Azazel and which one will be a sacrifice for God, and nothing about 
how to properly mourn for his sons who are dead on account of their own follies. There is one 
little detail that I have neglected to include here, however, and that is that Nadav and Avihu 
died two parshiot ago, back in parshat Shmini. So why, then, the non-chronological order? 
Well, I think it makes a point despite what may have happened in actuality about empathy. 
Nadav and Avihu died because they were overzealous, and God had to ensure that no more 
deaths would occur due to a similar mistake. That said, the distance between the deaths and 
the lessons learned are two parshiot apart so to make the point that “too soon” is, in fact, a 
torah concept. How about them apples? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rena Schwartz: Class of 2020   (Kedoshim) 
“Empty Nest” - Rabbi Mordechai Kamenetzky- Rosh Yeshiva/Dean of the Yeshiva of South 
Shore.  
https://torah.org/torah-portion/drasha-5758-kedoshim/ (Torah.org) 
 Rabbi Mordechai Kamenetzky notes the structure of this pasha- specifically the 
placement of the commandment of keeping the Sabbath next to that of honoring your parents. 
He states that these laws are placed together to juxtapose each other, such that, if a parent 
commanded their child to break a law, like the Sabbath, the child no longer needed to listen to 
them. Then, the Torah adds “I am Hashem.” Why? asks Rabbi Kamenetzky.  

https://torah.org/torah-portion/drasha-5758-kedoshim/


These words- I am Hashem - are generally placed next to commandments of secret 
intentions, like cheating, lying, and falsifying weights. However, those that dishonor their 
parents make well aware of intentions while performing the act.  

He tells a story from Rabbi Moshe Chopp that goes as follows: two workers stand at a 
bus station in front of an old man. One digs a hole and waits. Ten minutes later, the other fills 
the hole. Then, they repeat this process. Over and over, they dig and fill these holes until the 
old man asks: why? “We’re planting trees here! I dig the hole then the next guy puts the tree 
in and finally, him, over here fills the hole and packs it real neat. This way the tree has strong 
support.” “We’re union workers and the guy who plants the trees didn’t show up today! But we 
are here doin’ our jobs. ‘Cause, Oh No! We ain’t missin’ a day’s pay ’cause he didn’t show.” 

Rabbi Kamenetsky takes a lesson from this story: Hashem is a key part of your 
relationship with your parents. It is not just between you and your parents, it is between you 
and your parents and Hashem. “Fear and respect of parents are an integral part of the puzzle, 
but without affording the proper recognition to the Creator, it’s as if you are digging and filling 
without planting.” 

 
 

Elie Gelman Class of 2023: Parsha Paintings 
Parshat Kedoshim 

The Parsha starts by Hashem telling Bnei Yisrael “to be holy.” This is then followed by a lot 
of laws: keeping shabbos, not to lie, cheat, swear falsely. After that even more, laws are 
explained: don’t gossip, don’t hate a fellow jew, don’t take revenge, and many others. Hashem 
also introduces the Jews to the laws of shatnez and adultery.  Hashem then explains more laws 
concerning: tattoos, witchcraft, and prostitution. We are then commanded to love converts and 
taught about capital punishment which is given for committing Molech. The Parsha ends by 
giving us the punishment for cursing our parents and makes sure we only eat kosher.  
 
 



 

This is a painting by Yoram Raanan titled “Love your fellow as yourself.” ( Leviticus 19:18). 
Yoram Raanan is an artist who lives in Israel. He graduated from the University of Arts, 

Philadelphia in 1975. In 1976 he moved to Israel and has been making art ever since.  
In this painting, you can see many people standing around each other. All the colors are mixed 
together to show that we are all connected and similar. This shows the message of “ love your 

fellow as yourself.” 
 

 
This piece of art is by Johann Lund titled “Molech.” 

Johann Lund was a 17th-century Lutheran Pastor. Not a lot is known about him but he 
specialized in Iserlaite religion and created many pieces about that. 



This piece of art depicts the god named Molech. In Kedoshim Hashem tells the jews the 
consequences if they sacrifice to this god. To sacrifice to this god you must kill your child 

with fire.  
The idol has a bull’s head and a human body. It also has steps where you are able to walk up 

to the idol and sacrifice you, child, in the fire. 
 

 

 

Daniella Schneider Class of 2023: “Parsha Playlist” 
Parsha playlist  
Song 1: Treat People With Kindness, By- Harry Styles 

The Parsha of the week talks about many things that have to do with kindness. These 
include; treating a convert equally, honoring one's parents, honesty, and honesty in 
business. The song “Treat People With Kindness” is all about treating people with 
kindness and creating an environment where we can be happy.  
 
4th aliya  

 לגְוכִֽי־ָיגּ֧ור ִאְּתָך֛ ֵּג֖ר ְּבַאְרְצֶכ֑ם ֹל֥א תֹונּ֖ו ֹאֽתֹו:
33 When a stranger sojourns with you in your land, you shall not taunt him. 
 

Song 2: Kill Em With Kindness, By- Selena Gomez 
 

Following the same theme, this song is all about being nice to people verbally. The 
song uses a metaphor “your lies are bullets, your mouth’s a gun”. The parsha this 
week talks about honesty with people as well as in business. Since the song is all 
about honesty and kindness it felt like it matched the parsha very well.  
 
1st aliya  

ֲעִמיֽתֹו:   יאֹל֖א ִּתְגנֹ֑בּו ְולֹֽא־ְתכֲַֽחׁשּ֥ו ְולֹֽא־ְתַׁשְּקרּ֖ו ִא֥יׁש ּבַֽ
11You shall not steal. You shall not deny falsely. You shall not lie, one man to his 
fellow. 

 


