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City of American Canyon Receives Award of Excellence 
 

California Parks and Recreation Society presented Award of Excellence for Swim Program Video 

 
AMERICAN CANYON, Calif. – On Friday, March 22, 2019, the City of American Canyon 
received an Award of Excellence for Marketing and Communications from the California 
Parks and Recreation Society (CPRS). The award was delivered during a celebratory 
awards dinner held at the end of CPRS’s annual four-day conference and expo in 
Sacramento. The City of American Canyon was presented the award to honor their 
efforts for a promotional video created in the Spring of 2018 to showcase the American 
Canyon Student Swim Program.  
 
Produced by David Schloss of Inventive Films and Heather Piazza of Piazza Marketing Concepts, the video included 
an overview of the swim program, highlighting a strong partnership between the City and American Canyon Middle 
School. Over the last several years, the swim program has provided free swim lessons for thousands of middle 
school students as a part of their physical education curriculum.  
 
As shared by Joedy Michael, City of American Canyon’s Aquatics Supervisor, “In my 15 years of working in and 
around the aquatics industry, I have not seen a program of this scale or impact as the one offered to the middle 
school students. It’s truly an amazing partnership.” The video illustrates just how vital the swim program is to the 
American Canyon community and families. It demonstrates a dedication to all children in our community feeling 
safe and confident in the water.  
 
“Most of our students when I got here eight years ago were afraid of the water because of stories their parents had 
told them they had almost drowned,” stated Debbie Brace, American Canyon Middle School’s Physical Education 
Department Chair. “Their parents kind of stuck a negative in their brain that swimming wasn't cool; it was very 
scary, and they didn't want to do it. If not for this wonderful program, many of our students would not receive the 
opportunity to learn to be swim and be water safe.” 
 
According to City of American Canyon Mayor Leon Garcia, “Awards given by the California Parks and Recreation 
Society are among the highest recognition our agency can receive. We appreciate the dedication of our staff and 
partners with Napa Valley Unified School District that make this program the success it is today. Through the 
American Canyon Student Swim Program, we are able to provide a safe place, an opportunity to be outdoors, and 
deliver a life skill for our children to carry with them forever.”  
 

CPRS is a membership organization with just over 4,000 members representing the 535 
local parks and recreation agencies throughout the state. CPRS’s mission is to advance the 
profession and its members through education, networking, resources, and advocacy. 
CPRS’s Award of Excellence for Marketing and Communications recognizes organizations 
that demonstrate excellence in print, audio visual, or electronic communications. This 
includes externally promoting the agency’s leisure services program and successfully 
demonstrating the program has contributed significant effort to influence and improve the 
quality of their community through parks and recreation.  
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