Title: Predictable defense funding matters to Hudson Valley manufacturers

Manufacturers plan years ahead. Decisions about equipment, hiring, apprenticeships, materials, and production capacity depend on having some confidence in the work ahead.

That is why timely passage of the Fiscal Year 2027 National Defense Authorization Act and predictable, full-year defense funding matter to the Hudson Valley.

The Council of Industry represents manufacturers throughout the region, including dozens of companies that participate in the defense supply chain. These businesses employ skilled machinists, engineers, technicians, welders, and production workers whose work supports the broader U.S. defense industrial base.

Major defense contractors such as Northrop Grumman rely on networks of smaller and mid-sized manufacturers to provide specialized components, technologies, and production capabilities for programs including the E-2D Advanced Hawkeye, IBCS, and Sentinel.

For those suppliers, uncertainty has real consequences. Companies need time to purchase equipment, train employees, secure materials, qualify production processes, and expand capacity. Delays or prolonged uncertainty in Washington can make those investments more difficult.

Congress should complete the FY27 NDAA in a timely manner and follow it with full-year defense appropriations that provide manufacturers with the stability necessary to plan and invest.

This is both a national-security and regional economic issue. A strong domestic defense industrial base depends on manufacturers throughout the supply chain, including companies here in the Hudson Valley.

Consistent federal defense policy and funding help those businesses retain skilled workers, invest in new capabilities, train the next generation, and continue contributing to both our regional economy and America’s military readiness.

Harold King is President of the Council of Industry.
