Subject: FY27 NDAA and Defense Funding

Dear [Senator/Representative]:

On behalf of the Council of Industry and the manufacturers we represent throughout the Hudson Valley, I am writing to urge timely completion of the Fiscal Year 2027 National Defense Authorization Act and a predictable, full-year federal funding process for our nation’s defense priorities.

The Hudson Valley has a substantial advanced-manufacturing base, including dozens of Council of Industry members that participate in the defense supply chain. These companies employ skilled machinists, engineers, technicians, welders, quality-control professionals, and many others whose work supports the broader U.S. defense industrial base.

For manufacturers, predictability matters. Decisions about hiring, apprenticeships, equipment purchases, facility expansions, raw materials, and production capacity are made months or years in advance. Uncertainty in the federal authorization and appropriations process makes those decisions more difficult, particularly for smaller and mid-sized suppliers operating further down the supply chain.

The major defense companies at the top of that supply chain, including Northrop Grumman, depend on a broad network of manufacturers to deliver the components, technologies, and specialized capabilities necessary to meet federal requirements. Sustaining that network requires consistent demand and clear signals from Washington.

For the Hudson Valley, this is also a jobs and economic-development issue. Federal defense investment supports highly skilled manufacturing positions, strengthens domestic supply chains, and helps ensure that advanced manufacturing remains an important part of our regional economy.

Thank you for your consideration and for your continued attention to New York’s manufacturing and defense industrial base.

Sincerely,
Harold King
President
Council of Industry
