Council of Industry Announces 2026 Manufacturing Champions
The Council of Industry is proud to announce its 2026 Manufacturing Champions. 
Celebrated annually, a Manufacturing Champion may be an individual or an organization that, through vision, dedication, and sustained involvement, has advanced the region’s manufacturing sector 
Champions build businesses, develop talent, create programs, or forge partnerships that strengthen the regional manufacturing ecosystem. Through leadership, collaboration, and a commitment to opportunity, they help manufacturers and their workforce overcome challenges, adapt, and thrive.
Each Champion is honored for their exceptional contributions in Manufacturing Leadership, Manufacturing Education, or Community Support for the regional manufacturing industry.
Manufacturing Leadership Champions
Ben Katzenstein, President & Owner, Star Kay White, Inc.
Star Kay White, Inc. is a fifth-generation manufacturer that has produced ice cream ingredients, frozen desserts, and specialty flavorings since 1890.
Ben Katzenstein grew up in the family business, working alongside his father and grandfather from a young age and learning every aspect of the company’s operations. When he joined the company full-time, he recognized significant opportunities for growth.
In 1984, Star Kay White employed 16 people and was transitioning from a 15,000-square-foot plant in the Bronx to a new 30,000-square-foot facility. Under Ben’s leadership, the company has expanded to four buildings across 15 acres totaling approximately 170,000 square feet and now employs more than 150 people, many of whom are Hudson Valley residents.
Cedric Glasper, President & CEO, Mechanical Rubber
Cedric Glasper is known for his positive leadership and steadfast commitment to the manufacturing workforce. Since 1995, he has built a reputation for revitalizing struggling manufacturing facilities and protecting jobs through strategic acquisitions.
Cedric has successfully completed four acquisitions that prevented plant closures and restored employment opportunities for displaced workers.
He also serves on several influential boards, including the Council of Industry, the Association for Rubber Products Manufacturers, and the Ohio Manufacturers’ Association.
During the COVID-19 pandemic in 2020, Cedric’s leadership ensured that operations continued safely while protecting the livelihoods of his employees. Beyond his company, he is a dedicated community advocate, serving organizations including the Orange County Workforce Investment Board and United Way.
Leadership in Education Champion
Dr. Jonah Schenker, District Superintendent, Ulster BOCES
Dr. Jonah Schenker has served as District Superintendent of Ulster BOCES since March 2023. 
A veteran educator with more than two decades of experience, Dr. Jonah Schenker has been part of Ulster BOCES since 2010, serving in a range of instructional and leadership roles, including founding principal of the Hudson Valley Pathways Academy and Deputy Superintendent. 
He recently played a transformative role in advancing manufacturing education in the Hudson Valley. Under his leadership, Ulster BOCES expanded its Career and Technical Center into a new state-of-the-art facility at iPark87. The project has become a state and national model for advanced manufacturing education and received a $1 million grant from the Gene Haas Foundation.	Comment by Johnnieanne Hansen: @Harold King can chime in but I think we can say a little more about his background before iPARK 87... 

https://www.ulsterboces.org/about-us/leadership/district-superintendent

https://www.ulsterboces.org/about-us/leadership/details-team/~board/team/post/dr-jonah-m-schenker

https://www.linkedin.com/in/dr-jonah-schenker-a31a16126/ 
Dr. Schenker worked closely with parents, school districts, political leaders, and industry partners to make the initiative possible. By aligning BOCES programs with the needs of local manufacturers, he has expanded facilities and strengthened career pathways for students.
His efforts have helped increase student workforce opportunities, delivering measurable economic benefits to the region’s manufacturing sector.
Community Leadership Champion
The Gene Haas Foundation
The Gene Haas Foundation was established in 1999, by Haas Automation, Inc. – which produces CNC vertical machining centers, horizontal machining centers, CNC lathes, and rotary products – CEO and Founder Gene Haas, to support the needs of the local community through grants.
Over time, the Foundation’s mission expanded to support a cause Gene Haas is deeply passionate about: enhancing manufacturing education and introducing young people to careers in industry
The Gene Haas Foundation continues to be a driving force in supporting manufacturing education in the Hudson Valley and beyond.	Comment by Johnnieanne Hansen: this implies people know about the foundation, I think we can go one layer deeper, most people probably do not know who/what they are
Through its philanthropic efforts, the Foundation has provided more than $7 million in funding to schools throughout the region.
The organization also supports the Haas Technical Education Community (HTEC), a global network that connects educational institutions and industry partners to share best practices in advanced manufacturing education and workforce development.
Many Hudson Valley schools participate in HTEC programs - including SUNY Ulster, Dutchess Community College, Rockland Community College, and Pine Bush High School, among others -strengthening collaboration between education and industry and expanding opportunities for students pursuing technical careers.	Comment by Johnnieanne Hansen: recoginizing that no one cares and will read this - I'd like to use this as a way to highlight our integration too - so maybe we mention specifically, SUNY Ulster, Dutchess Community College, Rockland Community College, Pine Bush High School - not a full list but more detail than currently included 
About the Manufacturing Champions Awards
The Council of Industry has been honoring Manufacturing Champions for more than 20 years. 
A Manufacturing Champion may be an individual or an organization that, through vision, dedication, and sustained involvement, has advanced manufacturing in the Hudson Valley. 
Champions build businesses, develop talent, create programs, or forge partnerships that strengthen the regional manufacturing ecosystem. Through leadership, collaboration, and a commitment to opportunity, they help manufacturers and their workforce overcome challenges, adapt, and thrive.
Award recipients are selected by a hand-selected nominations committee, which reviews nominations and recommends a slate of honorees that reflect meaningful impact across manufacturing, education, and community leadership, before being approved by the Council’s Board of Directors.	Comment by Johnnieanne Hansen: nomination review committee - and approved by the board of directors if thats relevant.
2026 Awards Breakfast & Workforce Expo
The Council of Industry will celebrate the 2026 Manufacturing Champions at the Manufacturing Champions Awards Breakfast & Workforce Expo on May 7, 2026.
The event will begin with the Manufacturing Workforce Developers Expo, highlighting schools, workforce programs, and organizations that are helping to build the region’s manufacturing talent pipeline. The expo allows attendees to meet the many partners working to train the next generation of skilled workers in the Hudson Valley. 
The breakfast and expo bring together manufacturers, educators, workforce development professionals, and community leaders from across the region to celebrate achievements and strengthen connections within the manufacturing ecosystem.
Sponsorship Opportunities Available
Organizations interested in supporting the event and increasing their visibility within the Hudson Valley manufacturing community are invited to become sponsors.
Additional advertising opportunities are available in the event program, including back cover, full-page, half-page, and quarter-page ads. 
For event registration, sponsorship information, or additional details, visit:
www.councilofindustry.org
About the Council of Industry
The Council of Industry is the Hudson Valley’s manufacturer’s association, founded in 1910. As a privately funded, not-for-profit organization, the Council’s mission is to strengthen manufacturing competitiveness and advance regional economic vitality through sustained, relationship-driven engagement.
Through its four core pillars of operational excellence and productivity improvement; workforce development and apprenticeship alignment; leadership and supervisory training; and innovation and modernization support, the Council helps strengthen the region’s manufacturing community. 
 
