
Watercolor Techniques Materials List​  -Anne P. Wert  
(Links are only suggestions. These are the materials I use, but no need to buy all new supplies 
if you already have materials that you like.) 
 
Watercolor Paints 
Any brand is fine, but I use ​Winsor Newton​. I suggest tubes of paint rather than pans or half 
pans. If you already have watercolors, you don’t need to buy all new tubes. Just make sure you 
have a variety of warm and cool blues, yellows, and reds, as well as some neutral browns.  
These are the colors I use most often: 

● Cobalt Blue 
● French Ultramarine Blue 
● Antwerp blue or Prussian Blue  
● Winsor Yellow or Cadmium Yellow  
● Raw Sienna 
● Brown Madder and/or Burnt Sienna 
● Burnt Umber 
● Pink Madder or Alizarin Crimson 
● Dioxazine Purple 
● Cadmium Red 
● Cobalt Turquoise 
● White Gouache​ (Nice to have for finishing touches.) 

 
Watercolor Paper 
If you are going to splurge on anything, I think paper is the most important. Any brand is fine, I 
mostly use ​Arches​, and I prefer Cold Press or Rough, and 140lb or 300lb. I buy it in large sheets 
and rip to size. You can also ​buy blocks​ of paper which is very convenient. At least 9”x12” or 
10”x14” is recommended.  
 
Watercolor Brushes 
Any brand is fine, just make sure they are watercolor brushes. I recommend various sizes of 
round brushes. Also: a rigger, and wash or mop brush are good to have. 
 
Watercolor Palette 
Any watercolor palette is fine. Here is ​a travel palette​, or a ​full size option​. You can even use a 
plain white porcelain platter​. 
 
Other 

● Images to paint from, preferably original photos 
● Sketchbook​ (​watercolor paper​ is nice, but not necessary), pencil and eraser 
● Small spray bottle 
● Paper towels or tissues, and a container for water (I use an old yogurt container) 
● 1” ​White Artist tape​* (only necessary to tape paper to board if not using a block) 
● Board* (to tape loose paper, i.e. masonite, foam core, drawing board, thick cardboard) 
● Kitchen sponge* 
● Mr. Clean Magic Eraser​* 

 
*optional 

https://www.dickblick.com/products/winsor-newton-professional-watercolor-tubes/
https://www.dickblick.com/items/da-vinci-professional-gouache-white-titanium-37-ml-tube/
https://www.dickblick.com/items/arches-natural-white-watercolor-paper-22-x-30-rough-300-lb-single-sheet/
https://www.dickblick.com/products/arches-watercolor-blocks/
https://www.dickblick.com/products/mijello-fusion-airtightleakproof-palettes/
https://www.dickblick.com/products/original-john-pike-palette/
https://www.bedbathandbeyond.com/store/product/everyday-white-reg-by-fitz-and-floyd-reg-11-inch-rectangular-platter/1017362097?skuId=17362097&enginename=bing&mcid=PS_bing_nonbrand_serveware_Online&product_id=17362097&adtype=&product_channel=Online&adpos=&creative=&device=c&matchtype=e&network=o&gclid=f612adbe1ce713827554cdb0f1a54240&gclsrc=3p.ds&&utm_source=bingpla&utm_medium=cpc&utm_term=ProductType2%3DservewareProductType3%3Dplatters%2520%26%2520trays&enginename=bing&msclkid=f612adbe1ce713827554cdb0f1a54240&creative=78683915866664&device=c&matchtype=e&gclid=CMeprc-8t-4CFU6wswodyRMAXw&gclsrc=ds
https://www.dickblick.com/products/fabriano-1264-mixed-media-paper-pads/
https://www.dickblick.com/products/strathmore-softcover-400-series-watercolor-art-journal/
https://www.dickblick.com/products/holbein-watercolor-atomizer-bottle/
https://www.dickblick.com/items/1inx60yd-white/
https://www.amazon.com/Clean-Erase-Renew-Eraser-Original/dp/B006K3Q9IS/ref=sr_1_8?dchild=1&hvadid=77721782545654&hvbmt=be&hvdev=c&hvqmt=e&keywords=mr+clean+magic+eraser&qid=1611590708&sr=8-8&tag=mh0b-20

