[image: ]    
  Tel (516) 781-2053     Fax (516) 679-0401
e-mail: info@nssba.org
Robert J. Vecchio, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

    Office: 3237 Route 112, Bldg. 6, Suite 9
     Medford, NY 11763-1424
     Lawrence Greenstein, PRESIDENT



[bookmark: _Hlk116993921]




N-SSBA SUPPORTS NYS ASSEMBLY BILL A10729
Public Vote on New or Renewed Charter School Applications

The Nassau-Suffolk School Boards Association (N-SSBA), representing 115 Boards of Education across Long Island strongly supports New York State Assembly bill A10729 (Ramos).  

This critical legislation would require that any application for a new charter school, or the renewal or relocation of an existing one, receive approval via a public vote or local board of education action prior to submission to a chartering entity.

For too long, the current charter school authorization process has bypassed the very communities most impacted by these decisions. Under current law, chartering entities can approve applications without the direct consent of the local taxpayers who ultimately bear the fiscal responsibility for these institutions. A10729 restores local control by ensuring that:

· Local Taxpayers Have a Say: By requiring a public vote for school districts outside of New York City, the bill ensures that residents have a direct voice in whether their tax dollars should be diverted to a charter school.
· Fiscal Accountability is Prioritized: Charter school expansions often have a significant, sometimes destabilizing, impact on local district budgets. This bill mandates a local fiscal impact statement, providing transparency regarding how a charter school will affect existing public and nonpublic schools in the area.
· Community Engagement is Mandatory: The requirement for multiple public hearings - including evening and weekend options - ensures that working parents and stakeholders can participate in the decision-making process.
· NYSED Being the Sole Authority for Approval: This bill would also make the New York State Education Department (NYSED) the sole authority for approval of new or renewed applications after a public vote.  We believe final authority should be with the state agency responsible for oversight of these entities.

As an organization dedicated to protecting the integrity of public education on Long Island, we believe that local boards of education and the communities they serve are best positioned to determine the educational landscape of their districts. 

We urge you to support A10729 and call upon the legislature to approve this bill.
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