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N-SSBA SUPPORTS NYS ASSEMBLY BILL A10499 & NYS SENATE BILL S7788 
Establishment of a Special Education Reserve

The Nassau-Suffolk School Boards Association (N-SSBA), representing 115 Boards of Education across Long Island, strongly supports New York State Assembly bill A10499 (Santabarbara) and New York State Senate bill S7788 (Mayer). 
This critical legislation would permit school districts to establish reserve funds for unanticipated costs related to special education services.

As you are aware, school districts on Long Island and throughout New York are experiencing a significant increase in the number of students with disabilities, many of whom require intensive and high cost support. Under current law, districts often struggle to manage the financial impact when new students with significant needs enroll after a budget has already been approved by voters. Even one or two unexpected enrollments can create a severe budgetary crisis, potentially compromising other vital educational programs.

Senate Bill S7788 provides a fiscally responsible solution by:
· Allowing Proactive Planning: Permitting districts to seek voter approval to establish a dedicated special education reserve fund.
· Ensuring Continuity of Service: Enabling districts to pay for unanticipated services and transportation for students with disabilities without immediate voter re-authorization, providing the flexibility needed to meet state and federal mandates promptly.
This legislation empowers local boards of education to protect the financial stability of their districts while ensuring that our most vulnerable students receive the high-quality education they are entitled to under the law.

We urge you to support A10499 and S7788 and call upon the legislature to approve these bills.
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