
From: Thomas Barwin  
Sent: Wednesday, December 7, 2016 9:56 AM 
To: Gregory.garis@dep.state.fl.us 
Cc: bipp@dep.state.fl.us; Alexandrea DavisShaw <Alexandrea.DavisShaw@sarasotagov.com>; Marlon 
Brown <Marlon.Brown@sarasotagov.com>; 1 - City Commissioners <1-
CityCommissioners@sarasotagov.com>; Robert Fournier <Robert.Fournier@sarasotagov.com> 
Subject: Sarasota - Lido Beach Shoreline Protection 
 
Dear Mr. Garis et al,  
 
As you may know Lido Key is less than one year, and/or one tropical storm away from likely experiencing 
property damage and perhaps serious infrastructure damage due to serious shoreline erosion.     As a 35 
year City Manager, serving in the City of Sarasota for the past 4.5 years,  I have long viewed 
governments most important priority as being public safety.   I believe this statement is the foundation 
for all levels of governmental service.    For this reason I urge the FDEP to permit the pending City/US 
Army Corp application to stabilize the Lido Key shoreline by carefully recycling the massive accretions of 
the sand, from select areas, than once rested on Lido and Longboat Keys back to Lido. 
 
This approach has been studied in depth and is very similar to the many years of experience we have 
had with recycling sand from New Pass back to Lido and Longboat key.   Hence our informed, experience 
based confidence in, and support of the pending permit.       
 
The emotional representations and threats of litigation from some area residents appear to be based on 
fear and paranoia and not facts or experience.    Nonetheless, the permit application and city has 
committed to unprecedented monitoring of Lido, Siesta and Big Pass to make certain we can document 
a if any unanticipated things happen that negatively impact Lido or Siesta Keys, Big Pass or any other 
natural or manmade assets of the Gulf, boating channels, and Sarasota Bay.    Timely adjustments would 
be made accordingly in the event of any negative impacts, hence a guarantee long term negatives will 
not be possible.   
 
Over recent decades the City of Sarasota has been a leading steward of cleaning up Sarasota Bay.    Most 
recently we have made multi-million dollar investments to virtually eliminate waste water effluent from 
entering the Bay.    We are currently spending many millions upgrading lift stations to minimize spillage 
of raw sewage into the bay.    We are home and host to Mote Marine who we are working with on 
expanding their Gulf and Oceans research in hopes of reducing red tide while improving areas 
fisheries.    We are working aggressively toward implementing as many low impact designs and reducing 
impervious pavements as possible as we pilot storm water cleansing strategies.  Ethically and 
experientially we have proven we would not be a part of a potentially risky or problematic solution to 
addressing this major challenge.   
 
The high levels of monitoring our beaches and bays have been advancing over the past three years via 
our budgeting of a sustainability manager.    Approval of the pending application will allow us 
collectively to further advance our monitoring and help us all, including the state of Florida and perhaps 
the country continue to expand our knowledge and therefore approach to interacting intelligently and 
gently with our environment and our weather systems.   
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On behalf of the City of Sarasota I wanted to convey to you all of the careful work, research, listening, 
and the ethical commitment we have had and continue to have to do no harm while upholding our 
responsibility to public safety, fiscal responsibility and being good neighbors and citizens.     
 
Thank you for your attention to these matters.    If I can provide you with any additional information 
please do not hesitate to contact me.     I look forward to working with all parties should the pending 
permit be approved and making sure the project is implemented as planned and monitoring and 
analysis is conducted as committed to. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 

From Sunny Sarasota, 
 

Tom Barwin 

City Manager 
 
City of Sarasota 
1565 First Street 
Sarasota, FL 34236 
 
Phone: (941)954-4102 
Fax: (941)954-4129 
 


