
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Welcome  
to St John’s Episcopal Church! 
 
 
 
 
 
Sunday, September 19, 2021  
Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost  
The Holy Eucharist Rite Two 
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GATHERING TOGETHER 
Entrance Rite 
 
PRELUDE (INSTRUMENTAL) 
 
ANNOUNCEMNTS AND WELCOME (Vestry) 
 
ENTRANCE HYMN   Lord of all hopefulness, Lord of all joy (Slane) (H 482) 
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OPENING ACCLAMATION (BCP p. 355) 
The people remain standing. 
Celebrant Blessed be the one, holy, and living God. 
People Glory to God for ever and ever. 
  
COLLECT FOR PURITY (BCP p. 355) 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets 
are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that 
we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
 
THE COLLECT OF THE DAY  
Presider God be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Presider Let us pray. 
 
Grant us, Lord, not to be anxious about earthly things, but to love things heavenly; and even 
now, while we are placed among things that are passing away, to hold fast to those that shall 
endure; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
PROCLAIMING AND ACCLAIMING GOD’S  WORD 
 
The Lessons 
 
FIRST READING: Wisdom 1:16--2:1, 12-22 
The people sit. 
A Reading from the book of Wisdom. 
 16The ungodly by their words and deeds summoned death; 
 considering him a friend, they pined away 
 and made a covenant with him, 
 because they are fit to belong to his company. 
 2:1For they reasoned unsoundly, saying to themselves, 
 “Short and sorrowful is our life, 
 and there is no remedy when a life comes to its end, 
 and no one has been known to return from Hades. 
 
 12“Let us lie in wait for the righteous man, 
 because he is inconvenient to us and opposes our actions; 
 he reproaches us for sins against the law, 
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 and accuses us of sins against our training. 
 13He professes to have knowledge of God, 
 and calls himself a child of the Lord. 
 14He became to us a reproof of our thoughts; 
 15the very sight of him is a burden to us, 
 because his manner of life is unlike that of others, 
 and his ways are strange. 
 16We are considered by him as something base, 
 and he avoids our ways as unclean; 
 he calls the last end of the righteous happy, 
 and boasts that God is his father. 
 17Let us see if his words are true, 
 and let us test what will happen at the end of his life; 
 18for if the righteous man is God’s child, he will help him, 
 and will deliver him from the hand of his adversaries. 
 19Let us test him with insult and torture, 
 so that we may find out how gentle he is, 
 and make trial of his forbearance. 
 20Let us condemn him to a shameful death, 
 for, according to what he says, he will be protected.” 
 
 21Thus they reasoned, but they were led astray, 
 for their wickedness blinded them, 
 22and they did not know the secret purposes of God, 
 nor hoped for the wages of holiness, 
 nor discerned the prize for blameless souls. 
 
Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 Silence may follow. 
 
PSALM: Psalm 54 
 1Save me, O God, by your Name; * 
  in your might, defend my cause. 
 2Hear my prayer, O God; * 
  give ear to the words of my mouth. 
 3For the arrogant have risen up against me, 
 and the ruthless have sought my life, * 
  those who have no regard for God. 
 4Behold, God is my helper; * 
  it is the Lord who sustains my life. 
 5Render evil to those who spy on me; * 
  in your faithfulness, destroy them. 
 6I will offer you a freewill sacrifice * 
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  and praise your Name, O LORD, for it is good. 
 7For you have rescued me from every trouble, * 
  and my eye has seen the ruin of my foes. 
 
 
  
SECOND READING:  
James 3:13--4:3, 7-8a 
A Reading from the letter of James. 
13Who is wise and understanding among you? Show by your good life that your works are done 
with gentleness born of wisdom. 14But if you have bitter envy and selfish ambition in your hearts, 
do not be boastful and false to the truth. 15Such wisdom does not come down from above, but is 
earthly, unspiritual, devilish. 16For where there is envy and selfish ambition, there will also be 
disorder and wickedness of every kind. 17But the wisdom from above is first pure, then 
peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy and good fruits, without a trace of partiality or 
hypocrisy. 18And a harvest of righteousness is sown in peace for those who make peace.4: 
 
  1Those conflicts and disputes among you, where do they come from? Do they not come from 
your cravings that are at war within you? 2You want something and do not have it; so you 
commit murder. And you covet something and cannot obtain it; so you engage in disputes and 
conflicts. You do not have, because you do not ask. 3You ask and do not receive, because you 
ask wrongly, in order to spend what you get on your pleasures. 7Submit yourselves therefore to 
God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 8aDraw near to God, and he will draw near to 
you. 
  
 
Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
People Thanks be to God. 
  
Silence may follow. 
 
SEQUENCE HYMN (INSTRUMENTAL) 
All stand. 
 
GOSPEL: Mark 9:30-37 
 
Priest The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.  
 30[Jesus and the disciples] passed through Galilee. He did not want anyone to know it;31for he 
was teaching his disciples, saying to them, “The Son of Man is to be betrayed into human hands, 
and they will kill him, and three days after being killed, he will rise again.” 32But they did not 
understand what he was saying and were afraid to ask him. 
  33Then they came to Capernaum; and when he was in the house he asked them, “What were 
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you arguing about on the way?” 34But they were silent, for on the way they had argued with one 
another who was the greatest. 35He sat down, called the twelve, and said to them, “Whoever 
wants to be first must be last of all and servant of all.” 36Then he took a little child and put it 
among them; and taking it in his arms, he said to them, 37“Whoever welcomes one such child in 
my name welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes not me but the one who sent me.” 
  
Priest The Gospel of the Lord. 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
  
 
THE SERMON  
 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: THE CREED (BCP p. 358) 
All stand. 
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven: 
by the power of the Holy Spirit 

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the Prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
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and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
 
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  
All remain standing. 

Let us pray for the Church and for the world. 

Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in your 
truth, live together in your love, and reveal your glory in the world. 

Silence 

God, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 

Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and 
peace; that we may honor one another and serve the common good. 

Silence 

God, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 

Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its 
resources rightly in the service of others and to your honor and glory. 

Silence 

God, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 

Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve 
Christ in them, and love one another as he loves us. 

Silence 

God, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 

Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them courage 
and hope in their troubles, and bring them the joy of your salvation. 

Silence 
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God, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 

We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will for them may be 
fulfilled; and we pray that we may share with all your saints in your eternal 
kingdom. 

Silence 

God, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 

COMMUNITY BLESSINGS: BIRTHDAY, TRAVEL, ANNIVERSARIES 
50. For a Birthday (BCP) 
O God, our times are in your hand: Look with favor, we 
pray, on your servant N. as they begin another year. Grant 
that they may grow in wisdom and grace, and strengthen their trust in your 
goodness all the days of their life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
53. For Travelers (BCP) 
O God, whose glory fills the whole 
creation, and whose presence we find wherever we go: Preserve 
those who travel [in particular _______________]; surround 
them with your loving care; protect them from every danger; 
and bring them in safety to their journey's end; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
Anniversary (BOS) 
O gracious and everliving God, look mercifully on N. and N., who come to 
affirm the promises they have made to each other. Grant them your blessing, and 
assist them with your grace, that with true fidelity and steadfast love they may 
honor and keep their promises and vows; through Jesus Christ our Savior, who 
lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. Amen.  

 
 
Presider Almighty God, by your Holy Spirit you have made us one 

with your saints in heaven and on earth:  
Grant that in our earthly pilgrimage we may always be supported  
by this fellowship of love and prayer,  
and know ourselves to be surrounded by their witness to your power and mercy. 
We ask this for the sake of Jesus Christ,  
in whom all our intercessions are acceptable through the Spirit,  
and who lives and reigns for ever and ever. Amen. 
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CONFESSION OF SIN (BCP p. 359)  
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
Silence may be kept. 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of our Savior Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
The Priest  says 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in 
eternal life. Amen. 
 
THE PEACE (BCP p. 360) 
All stand. 

Presider The peace of Christ be always with you. 
People And also with you. 
  
 Remaining in their places, the Ministers and the People may greet one another in the name of 
Christ. 
 
 

GIVING THANKS AND CELEBRATING THE MEAL 
 

The Holy Communion 
 
OFFERTORY SENTENCE (BCP p. 376) 
Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to 
God. Ephesians 5:2 
 
OFFERTORY HYMN: INSTRUMENTAL 
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The Great Thanksgiving 
SURSUM CORDA 
The People remain standing. 
Presider God be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Presider Lift up your hearts. 
People We lift them to God. 
Presider Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
All thanks and praise 
are yours at all times and in all places, 
our true and loving God; 
through Jesus Christ, your eternal Word, 
the Wisdom from on high by whom you created all things. 
 
You laid the foundations of the world 
and enclosed the sea when it burst out from the womb; 
You brought forth all creatures of the earth 
and gave breath to humankind. 
Wondrous are you, Holy One of Blessing, 
all you create is a sign of hope for our journey; 
 
And so as the morning stars sing your praises 
we join the heavenly beings and all creation 
as we shout with joy: 
 
SANCTUS 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
Glory and honor are yours, Creator of all, 
your Word has never been silent; 
you called a people to yourself, as a light to the nations, 
you delivered them from bondage 
and led them to a land of promise. 
 
Of your grace, you gave Jesus 
to be human, to share our life, 
to proclaim the coming of your holy reign 
and give himself for us, a fragrant offering. 
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Through Jesus Christ our Redeemer, 
you have freed us from sin, 
brought us into your life, 
reconciled us to you, 
and restored us to the glory you intend for us. 
 
We thank you that on the night before he died for us 
Jesus took bread, 
and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, 
gave it to his friends and said: 
“Take, eat, this is my Body, broken for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
After supper Jesus took the cup of wine, 
said the blessing, gave it to his friends and said: 
“Drink this, all of you: 
this cup is the new Covenant in my Blood, 
poured out for you and for all 
for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
And so, remembering all that was done for us: 
the cross, the tomb, the resurrection and ascension, 
longing for Christ’s coming in glory, 
and presenting to you these gifts 
your earth has formed and human hands have made, 
we acclaim you, O Christ: 
 
Dying, you destroyed our death. 
Rising, you restored our life. 
Christ Jesus, come in glory! 
 
Send your Holy Spirit upon us 
and upon these gifts of bread and wine 
that they may be to us 
the Body and Blood of your Christ. 
Grant that we, burning with your Spirit’s power, 
may be a people of hope, justice and love. 
Giver of Life, draw us together in the Body of Christ, 
and in the fullness of time gather us 
with blessed John the Evangelist, and all your people 
into the joy of our true eternal home. 
 
Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
we worship you our God and Creator 
in voices of unending praise. 
Blessed are you now and forever. AMEN. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER (BCP p. 363) 
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
The Breaking of the Bread 
 
FRACTION ANTHEM (BCP p. 364) 
Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
 
INVITATION (BCP p. 364) 
The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
 
DISTRIBUTION (BCP p. 365) 
The Body of our Lord Jesus Christ keep you in everlasting life. Amen. 
 
COMMUNION HYMN: (COMMUNITY CHOICE) I sing a song of the saints of God 
(Grand Isle) (H 293) 
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER (BCP p. 365) 
Let us pray. 
Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food 
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage 
to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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WE ARE SENT FORTH TO THE WORLD 
BLESSING (BCP p. 366) 
God’s Blessing be with you, 
Christ’s peace be with you, 
the Spirit’s outpouring be with you, 
now and always. Amen. (source: Celtic) 

 
POST-COMMUNION HYMN How firm a foundation (Foundation) (H 636) 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
DISMISSAL (BCP p. 366) 
Presider Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 
People Thanks be to God. 
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