
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
Welcome  
to St John’s Episcopal Church! 
 
 
 
 
 
Sunday, October 3, 2021  
Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost  / Feast of St Francis 
The Holy Eucharist Rite Two 
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GATHERING TOGETHER 
Entrance Rite 
 
PRELUDE (INSTRUMENTAL) 
 
ANNOUNCMNETS 
 
ENTRANCE HYMN  All creatures of our God and King (Lasst uns erfreuen) (H 400) 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 



 

 3 

 
 
OPENING ACCLAMATION (BCP p. 355) 
The people remain standing. 
Celebrant Blessed be the one, holy, and living God. 
People Glory to God for ever and ever. 
  
COLLECT FOR PURITY (BCP p. 355) 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets 
are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that 
we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
 
THE COLLECT OF THE DAY  
Presider God be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Presider Let us pray. 
 
Enlarge within us the sense of fellowship with all living things, our brothers and sisters 
the animals to whom you gave this earth as their home in common with us. May we 
realize that they live, not for us alone, but for themselves and for you, and that they 
love the sweetness of life even as we, and serve you in their place better than we in 
ours. We pray through our Savior Jesus Christ, who lifts up and redeems us all. Amen.  
 

 
PROCLAIMING AND ACCLAIMING GOD’S  WORD 
 
The Lessons 
 
FIRST READING: Genesis 1:20–22a, 24–26a, 28, 31a 
All sit.  
 
A reading from the book of Genesis.  
 
20And God said, "Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly 
above the earth across the dome of the sky." 21So God created the great sea monsters and 
every living creature that moves, of every kind, with which the waters swarm, and 
every winged bird of every kind. And God saw that it was good. 22God blessed them, 
saying, "Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on 
the earth." 24And God said, "Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: 
cattle and creeping things and wild animals of the earth of every kind." And it was so. 
25God made the wild animals of the earth of every kind, and the cattle of every kind, 
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and everything that creeps upon the ground of every kind. And God saw that it was 
good. 
26Then God said, "Let us make humankind in our image, according to our likeness; and 
let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over 
the cattle, and over all the wild animals of the earth, and over every creeping thing that 
creeps upon the earth." 
28God blessed them, and God said to them, "Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth 
and subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air 
and over every living thing that moves upon the earth." 31God saw everything that he 
had made, and indeed, it was very good. And there was evening and there was 
morning, the sixth day. 
  
Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 Silence may follow. 
 
PSALM: Psalm 10424–25, 27–28, 30–31 
 1Happy are those 
 who do not follow the advice of the wicked, 
 or take the path that sinners tread, 
 or sit in the seat of scoffers; 
 2but their delight is in the law of the LORD, 
 and on his law they meditate day and night. 
 3They are like trees 
 planted by streams of water, 
 which yield their fruit in its season, 
 and their leaves do not wither. 
 In all that they do, they prosper. 
 4The wicked are not so, 
 but are like chaff that the wind drives away. 
 5Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment, 
 nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous; 
 6for the LORD watches over the way of the righteous, 
 but the way of the 
 
  
SECOND READING: 11:24–12:1 For you love all things that exist, and detest none of 
the things that you have made, for you would not have made anything if you had hated 
it. How would anything have endured if you had not willed it? Or how would anything 
not called forth by you have been preserved? You spare all things, for they are yours, O 
Lord, you who love the living. For your immortal spirit is in all things. 
 
Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
People Thanks be to God. 
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Silence may follow. 
 
SEQUENCE HYMN (INSTRUMENTAL) 
All stand. 
 
GOSPEL: Matthew 6:25–26 
All stand. 
Priest The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
  
25"Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will 
drink, or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the body 
more than clothing? 26Look at the birds of the air; they neither sow nor reap nor gather 
into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than 
they?  
  
 
Priest The Gospel of the Lord. 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
  
 
THE SERMON  
 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: THE CREED (BCP p. 358) 
All stand. 
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven: 
by the power of the Holy Spirit 

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
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On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the Prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
 
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  
All remain standing. 

Let us pray for the Church and for the world. 

Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in your 
truth, live together in your love, and reveal your glory in the world. 

Silence 

God, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 

Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and 
peace; that we may honor one another and serve the common good. 

Silence 

God, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 

Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its 
resources rightly in the service of others and to your honor and glory. 

Silence 

God, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
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Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve 
Christ in them, and love one another as he loves us. 

Silence 

God, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 

Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them courage 
and hope in their troubles, and bring them the joy of your salvation. 

Silence 

God, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 

We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will for them may be 
fulfilled; and we pray that we may share with all your saints in your eternal 
kingdom. 

Silence 

God, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 

COMMUNITY BLESSINGS: BIRTHDAY, TRAVEL, ANNIVERSARIES 
50. For a Birthday (BCP) 
O God, our times are in your hand: Look with favor, we 
pray, on your servant N. as they begin another year. Grant 
that they may grow in wisdom and grace, and strengthen their trust in your 
goodness all the days of their life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
53. For Travelers (BCP) 
O God, whose glory fills the whole 
creation, and whose presence we find wherever we go: Preserve 
those who travel [in particular _______________]; surround 
them with your loving care; protect them from every danger; 
and bring them in safety to their journey's end; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
Anniversary (BOS) 
O gracious and everliving God, look mercifully on N. and N., who come to 
affirm the promises they have made to each other. Grant them your blessing, and 
assist them with your grace, that with true fidelity and steadfast love they may 
honor and keep their promises and vows; through Jesus Christ our Savior, who 
lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. Amen.  
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Presider Almighty God, by your Holy Spirit you have made us one 

with your saints in heaven and on earth:  
Grant that in our earthly pilgrimage we may always be supported  
by this fellowship of love and prayer,  
and know ourselves to be surrounded by their witness to your power and mercy. 
We ask this for the sake of Jesus Christ,  
in whom all our intercessions are acceptable through the Spirit,  
and who lives and reigns for ever and ever. Amen. 

CONFESSION OF SIN (BCP p. 359)  
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
Silence may be kept. 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of our Savior Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
The Priest stands and says 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in 
eternal life. Amen. 
 
THE PEACE (BCP p. 360) 
All stand. 

Presider The peace of Christ be always with you. 
People And also with you. 
  
 Remaining in their places, the Ministers and the People may greet one another in the name of 
Christ. 
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GIVING THANKS AND CELEBRATING THE MEAL 
 

The Holy Communion 
 
OFFERTORY SENTENCE (BCP p. 376) 
Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to 
God. Ephesians 5:2 
 
OFFERTORY HYMN: INSTRUMENTAL 
 
The Great Thanksgiving 
SURSUM CORDA 
The People remain standing. 
Presider God be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Presider Lift up your hearts. 
People We lift them to God. 
Presider Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 
God of all power, Ruler of the Universe, you are worthy of glory and praise. 
Glory to you for ever and ever. 
At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of interstellar space, galaxies, 
suns, the planets in their courses, and this fragile earth, our island home. 
By your will they were created and have their being. 
From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and blessed us with 
memory, reason, and skill. You made us the rulers of creation. But we turned against 
you, and betrayed your trust; and we turned against one another. 
Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight. 
Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets and sages you revealed 
your righteous Law. And in the fullness of time you sent your only Son, born of a 
woman, to fulfill your Law, to open for us the way of freedom and peace. 
By his blood, he reconciled us. 
By his wounds, we are healed. 
And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with prophets, apostles, 
and martyrs, and with all those in every generation who have looked to you in hope, to 
proclaim with them your glory, in their unending hymn: 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
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And so, Father, we who have been redeemed by him, and made a new people by water and the 
Spirit, now bring before you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be the Body and 
Blood of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
On the night he was betrayed he took bread, said the blessing, broke the bread, and gave it to his 
friends, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me.” 
After supper, he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my 
Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 
Remembering now his work of redemption, and offering to you this sacrifice of thanksgiving, 
We celebrate his death and resurrection, 
as we await the day of his coming. 
 
Lord God of our Ancestors; God of Abraham and Sarah, Isaac and Rebekah, Jacob and Leah; 
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ: Open our eyes to see your hand at work in the world 
about us. Deliver us from the presumption of coming to this Table for solace only, and not for 
strength; for pardon only, and not for renewal. Let the grace of this Holy Communion make us 
one body, one spirit in Christ, that we may worthily serve the world in his name. 
Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread. 
Accept these prayers and praises, Father, through Jesus Christ our great High Priest, to whom, 
with you and the Holy Spirit, your Church gives honor, glory, and worship, from generation to 
generation. AMEN 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER (BCP p. 363) 
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
The Breaking of the Bread 
 
FRACTION ANTHEM (BCP p. 364) 
Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
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INVITATION 
This table is hosted… 
 
DISTRIBUTION (BCP p. 365) 
The Body of our Lord Jesus Christ keep you in everlasting life. Amen. 
 
COMMUNION HYMN: Children of the Heavenly Father (LEVAS 213) * Community Favorite 

 

 
 
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER (BCP p. 365) 
Let us pray. 
 
Lord, make us instruments of your peace. Where there is hatred, let us sow love; where 
there is injury, pardon; where there is discord, union; where there is doubt, faith; where 
there is despair, hope; where there is darkness, light; where there is sadness, joy. Grant 
that we may not so much seek to be consoled as to console; to be understood as to 
understand; to be loved as to love. For it is in giving that we receive; it is in pardoning 
that we are pardoned; and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. Amen.   
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PET BLESSING 
 
 
WE ARE SENT FORTH TO THE WORLD 
BLESSING (BCP p. 366) 
God’s Blessing be with you, 
Christ’s peace be with you, 
the Spirit’s outpouring be with you, 
now and always. Amen. 
(source: Celtic) 

 
POST-COMMUNION HYMN Now thank we all our God (Nun danket alle Gott) (H 396) 

 

 

 

 
 
DISMISSAL (BCP p. 366) 
Presider Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 
People Thanks be to God. 
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