Creating connections to help you live well
and age well — anywhere you call home.
Home Match Fremont is a complimentary shared housing
program that improves lives and communities by bringing people
together to share homes.
Share your home…
Turn your spare room into an opportunity for income and new social
connections.
Find your home…
Benefit from an affordable rent (average rent is $750) and help your homemate
in ways you enjoy, like gardening or sharing a meal.

Let’s get started! To learn more, call 510.574.2173
or visit us at covia.org/services/home-match
Well Connected is an award-winning
telephone and online program of
community-based activities, education,
friendly conversation, classes, and support
groups for older adults. All you need is a
telephone to be connected as a participant
or volunteer, 365 days a year.
Call (877) 797-7299 or e-mail
coviaconnections@covia.org for more

Social Call matches older adults with
volunteers for weekly, one-on-one, 30
minute visits via phone. The matching
process is thoughtful and deliberate, so both
parties can enjoy stimulating conversations
based on mutual interests. Let us know
if you are interested in participating or
becoming a trained volunteer.
Call (877)797-7299 or e-mail
coviaconnections@covia.org.

Building community,
one home at a time.
Based on a successful national model, Home Match, Covia’s
home-sharing program, helps cities and counties meet three
important goals: empowering aging community members to
stay in their chosen homes, creating affordable homes, and
combating social isolation.
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“I’m grateful to have
found a wonderful
homemate: it makes
me feel safe, and
she loves living
closer to work!”
- H O ME MAT C H P A R T I C I P A N T

Offered in four Bay Area locations*,
Home Match produces significant
savings for all:
• Average renters save up
•

Home Match is a
community service of
Covia, a leading Bay Area
nonprofit provider of
housing and services for
older adults.

to

$1,784 per month
Governments save ~$765K per
home created

*Marin County, San Francisco City & County, Contra
Costa County, and the City of Fremont

WHO WE
SERVE

7,926

participants have received
housing & resource counseling

With Home Match, homeowners
or renters turn available rooms
in their homes into
opportunities for income and
new social connections.
Meanwhile, people seeking a
shared home benefit from an
affordable rent, plus the option
to help their homemate with
household activities, like
gardening or sharing a meal.

Home Match connects people
based on lifestyle and interests
to ensure compatibility. Our
staff screen applicants through
interviews, background checks,
and home visits. Staff also help
design a comprehensive Living
Together Agreement and
continue to offer on-going
support to our matches. Home
Match is a free service.

covia.org/services/home-match

WHO WE SERVE
Ages 18-94
Average age 62

80% extremely
low to low income

72%

28%

13% moderate

Female

Male

income

“As a single woman, I felt safe
working with Home Match.
[Their] vetting is very comforting.”
“Home Match has brought
hope to my heart.”
“In this time of sky-high rents and
need for greater community, Home
Match offers a vital service.”

Top 4 reasons to join
Home Match,

according to our participants
1. Income & reduced costs
“My costs are reduced by 50%. I get to live
near my grandchildren, instead of
completely uprooting.”

2. Compatible & trustworthy homemates
“The whole process makes the living
arrangement feel safe, secure and lasting.”

3. Stable & local housing options
“I thought I had to move to OK or MN.”
“I was homeless and couldn't afford place on
my own.”

4. Companionship & mutual benefit
“My lodger loves dogs and she also helps
out in other ways.”
“It's a win-win situation.”
– To learn more, call 4 15 .3 5 1 .1000 or visit
covia.org/services/home-match
– For information on Covia’s other community
services, please visit covia.org/services

Both raised in San Francisco by immigrant
parents and educated in local Catholic schools,
homeowner Joyce and homemate Christina “never
run out of things to talk about,” Christina says.

Joyce has lived in her home for more than 50 years,
yet continuing to remain there is not a given. “For
people like myself—a homeowner—but with no
Social Security income,” supplemental income is a
financial necessity, says Joyce. She was also
interested in the added benefits of no longer living
alone: “If something happens to you, there’s
someone there.”
For Christina, her struggle to find affordable local
housing, thus far, had left her homeless – a stress
and shock to the part-time school teacher, who
planned to retire at the end of the year. “I was
determined to go back to work,” she says, but
faced either couch-surfing with friends or
commuting from San Rafael, which promised to
burn through her earnings.
Home Match staff were able to match Joyce and
Christina just one week before Christina’s school
year was about to start. After the stress of her
housing search, Christina was thrilled to find that
“the match is near perfect.” Joyce, too, felt that
because of the screenings and matching process
offered by Home Match, “I could trust the person.”

Home Match is a community
services program of Covia, a Bay
Area nonprofit providing housing
and services for over 50 years.

4 15.3 5 1 .1 0 0 0
covia.org/services/home-match
info@homematchsf.org

Due to annual 1-3% rent raises, Helena’s

home of 40 years has become increasingly
unaffordable. Helena's case manager at the Curry
Senior Center understood that home-sharing
would be the only way Helena, who is retired,
could remain there.
"More than that," said Helena, "I want company."
She had once shared the apartment with her
filmmaker husband, who passed away in 1995. An
unoccupied bedroom was filled with decades of
his old film equipment.
To prepare the room, Home Match staff
coordinated with AmeriCorps and Safe at Home
volunteers from Rebuilding Together (RTSF). In
sum, 100 hours of service and 500 lbs of removed
items resulted in a homey bedroom.
Home Match staff also connected Helena with
candidates to share her home. One person was just
the right fit -- Helen, who was struggling to find
viable housing close to her job.
Helena and Helen are relieved to have found
stability in their shared home -- and Helena’s cat
Marigold is pleased to get twice the attention.

Home Match is a community
services program of Covia, a Bay
Area nonprofit providing housing
and services for over 50 years.

Live well and age well — anywhere you call home.

“Living with Jonathan
has opened the door
back to life.”
Home Match has been a life saver, say
homemates Jackie and Jonathan.

Jonathan, a city social worker, couldn’t find
affordable rentals locally and so was
commuting daily from Hercules. “It was
either Home Match or I had to leave San
Francisco,” he says.
Jackie, a retired hotel worker, was thinking
of giving up her longtime San Francisco
apartment years to save some money.
Home-sharing was the key. “Along comes
Jonathan, and he’s been like a blessing,” said
Jackie. “Living with Jonathan has opened
the door back to life.”

Non-profit home sharing organizations
925-956-7385 Contra Costa County
415-456-9068 Marin County
510-574-2173 Alameda County (Fremont, Union City, Newark)
415-351-1000 San Francisco City/County
www.covia.org/services/home-match

Santa Clara County
(408) 468-0100
https://www.catholiccharitiesscc.org/house-sharing

San Mateo County
(650) 348-6660
https://hiphousing.org/programs/home-sharing-program/

Directory of nonprofit home sharing organizations across the US
https://nationalsharedhousing.org/program-directory/

