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Weekly Overview: This week, the Senate Appropriations Committee finished working on their 
version of the State’s $34 billion budget. Similar to the House, one of the most contentious issues 
that the committee grappled with was whether or not to fund the voter approved expansion of 
Medicaid. Senator Lincoln Hough (R-Springfield; Vice Chairman of Senate Appropriations 
Committee) led a failed effort to fund Medicaid expansion. When the Senate was in session they 
managed to get through a few bills. Of note, SB 46 sponsored by Sen. Hough creates a 
"Voluntary Firefighter Cancer Benefits Trust” to be used for firefighters that develop certain 
cancers as a result of work while on duty. Another more controversial bill was SB 202 sponsored 
by Senator Mike. Cierpiot (R-Lee’s Summit) which pertains to electric grid securitization and 
would allow electrical corporations to issue bonds to finance energy transition costs.  
 
This week, the House spent most of Tuesday and Wednesday afternoon debating an amendment 
offered by Rep. Bayse which would require athletes to compete on teams according to their 
biological sex. The controversial amendment was adopted mainly along party lines with only a 
handful of Republicans voting no.  
 
The House Committee on Ways and Means did meet in executive session and voted out SB 153 
from their committee. SB 153 is the Senate’s version of closing the online sales tax loophole. 
The committee made several changes to the bill to make it look more like the version that the 
House passed several weeks ago.  
 
Next week we expect the House to begin working on Senate Bills on their calendar while the 
Senate tries to pass the budget. The Senate needs to pass their version of the budget by the end of 
next week so that the conference committees have time to meet and iron out the differences 
between the House and Senate versions. We do anticipate that there will be another attempt to 
fund Medicaid while the bills are on the Senate Floor for debate.    
 
In the news… 

• On Wednesday, members of the House unanimously voted to expel Rep. Rick Roeber (R-
Lee’s Summit) following the release of the House Ethics Committee report that found 
him guilty of sexually, mentally and physically abusing his children.  It is only the second 
expulsion in legislative history.  The only other expulsion was in 1865 and involved a 
secessionist member of the House.  

• This week, dozens of witnesses testified in support of a Senate bill (SB 508) that would 
prevent the Invenergy Grain Belt Express project from utilizing eminent domain to build 



its wind power transmission lines across eight rural counties (from Buchanan through 
Ralls).  Much of the testimony was provided by farmers and was, at times, very 
emotional. Speaking against the bill were several county commissioners who expect their 
counties to share in lower electric rates as a result of the project. The House has passed 
and sent to the Senate its version of the bill (HB 527). 

• This week the Missouri Appropriations Committee failed to pass a motion that would 
have funded the expansion of Medicaid.  The vote was 7-7 with three Republican 
Senators voting with the four Democrats on the Committee.  The votes sets the stage for a 
vitriolic debate on the Senate floor as the budget bills are taken up next week.  

• Two high ranking members of the Parson Administration abruptly resigned this week.  
Department of Health and Senior Services Director Dr. Randall Williams and the 
Governor’s Chief Operating Officer Drew Erdmann sent resignation letters to the 
Governor which were promptly accepted.  Parson named Robert Knodell, Deputy Chief 
of Staff, as the acting director of the Department of Health and Senior Services.  

• This week, former Governor Eric Greitens named former Fox personality and Trump 
advisor Kimberly Guilfoyle as his national chair of his campaign for the U.S. Senate.  

 
BUDGET UPDATE: The Senate Committee on Appropriations completed the mark-up process 
of the $34 billion FY 2022 budget this week.  The Senate Committee differs from the House in 
that they either concur with the Department, the Governor, or the House recommendations or 
create their own position.  The Senate agreed with the House on all pay plan and beyond 
performance pay plan for the eleven different departments.  However, they took a Senate 
position on the mileage reimbursement rate to align with the new federal standards.  The major 
differences between the House and Senate budgets are outlined below.  
 
HB 2 

• A $2 million GR reduction to Transportation Funding,  
• An additional $450,000 GR for Scholars and Fine Arts Academies,  
• $1.1 million GR for the St. Joseph School District Hillyard Technical Center, 

HB 3 
• A 3.7% core increase for institutions that are members of COPHE for a total of $13 

million GR 
• Community College core increase of $7 million ($10 million total)  

HB 4 
• An additional $500,000 GR for TIME and AIM zones, 
• $25,000,000 GR total for the road Cost-Share Program  
• An additional $2.8 million GR for Amtrak services  
• An additional $6.3 million GR for Port Authority Capital Improvements  

HB 5 
• $27 million federal funds for a Motor Vehicle License System Technology upgrade  
• An additional $4 million GR for state parks debt service  
• An additional $100,000 of GR for the regional planning commission 



HB 6 
• An additional $5 million GR for the acquisition and donation of land  
• An additional $20 million CARES Act funding for Meat Processing grants  
• $200,000 GR for Urban farming grants  

HB 7 
• $150,000,000 Fed Stimulus for MHDC for Homeowner Housing Assistance  

HB 8 
• $1 million GR for rapid DNA testing machines to clear the background of untested rape 

kits  
• $750,000 GR for Volunteer Firefighters Workers Compensation Premiums  
• $7 million CARES ACT for Veterans Homes  

HB 9  
• an additional $15,007 for a DOC recruitment plan position  
• an additional $298,166 GR for Correction staff 
• an additional $339,851 GR for the KC Re-entry program  

HB 10  
• The creation of a Department Deputy Director for Health and Senior Services  

HB 11 
• $88 million in GR and Title XIX funds for funding long-term care services in nursing 

facilities under the MO HealthNet fee-for-services program and for contracted services to 
develop model policies and practices that improve quality of life for long-term care 
residents. 

 
EDUCATION COMMITTEE ACTIVITY THIS WEEK 
 
 
USE OF PUBLIC FUNDS IN ELECTIONS: On Tuesday, the House Committee on 
Elementary and Secondary Education met in executive session to vote “do pass” on SB 86, 
sponsored by Sen. Dan Hegeman (R-Cosby).  This act prohibits the contribution or expenditure 
of public funds by any school district or by any officer, employee, or agent of any school district: 

• To support or oppose the nomination or election of any candidate for public office; 

• To support or oppose the passage or defeat of any ballot measure; 

• To any committee supporting or opposing candidates or ballot measures; or 

• To pay debts or obligations of any candidate or committee previously incurred for the above 
purposes. 

The act additionally prohibits the contribution or expenditure of public funds by any officer, 
employee, or agent of any political subdivision to pay debts or obligations of any candidate or 
committee previously incurred for the purposes described above. 



Any purposeful violation of this act is punishable as a class four election offense. 

EDUCATION OMNIBUS: On Tuesday, the House Committee on Elementary and Secondary 
Education met in executive session to vote “do pass” 17-0 on SS SCS SB 152, sponsored by Sen. 
Denny Hoskins (R-Warrensburg).  This act modifies provisions related to education.  The full 
bill summary may be found here: SB 152 

A substitute was adopted which added numerous provisions to the bill.  These are:  

• HB 228 recording of IEP meetings, 
• HB 387 (Representative Dottie Bailey, R-Eureka) Student restraints, 
• HB 1081 (Representative Brenda Shields, R-St. Joseph) Early childhood program 

extension, 
• HB 608 (Representative Ed Lewis, R-Moberly) Substitute teaching, 
• HB 306 (Representative Aaron Griesheimer, R-Washington) Gifted education, 

changes annexation of community college language to remove county commissioner’s approval 
of ballot language, 

• HB 355 language – “Students Right to Know”, 
• Adds bankruptcy protections for 529 plans and Missouri Able Accounts, 
• Adds Extended Learning Opportunity Act (similar to SB 166), 
• Adds School Accountability Board to review performance measures, 
• Adds SB 390 (Senator Luetkemeyer, R-Parkville) St. Joseph community college 

boundary changes, 
• HB 368 (Representative David Gregory, R-St. Louis) Reading Success plans, 
• HB 64 related to high needs student costs, HB 465 related to stress management training, 

and HB 872 related to inclement weather, 
• HB 101 related to workforce development, 
• HB 254 lactation rooms in public schools, 
• HB 1133language on Career ladder and HB 896 language on technical education 

certificate, and HB 856 (Representative Doug Richey, R-Excelsior Springs) tuition cap 
removal, and  

• HB 108 on cursive writing. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


