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WEEKLY OVERVIEW:  This week the House spent most of their time Perfecting and 
Third Reading House bills and sending those bills on to the Senate for consideration. 
Most of those bills would be considered dead on arrival in the Senate, but with so few 
Senate bills in the House they had to do something to occupy their time. The House also 
sent HB 19 to the Senate. HB 19 is a capital improvements bill containing over $230 
million of maintenance and repair costs for state owned buildings.  

On Wednesday of this week, the Senate worked early into the morning to get its version 
of the State’s $35.1 billion budget completed. There were fireworks early on when 
Senator Bob Onder (R-St. Charles) offered an amendment on HB 4 attempting to remove 
$1.4 million from bi-state development, the group that operates the St. Louis 
metropolitan public transit system. The move was in direct response to the agency’s ban 
on the carrying of firearms on their bus and light rail system. Senator Onder has 
attempted to pass legislation repealing this ban for years. The amendment was eventually 
voted down and HB 4 was approved.  

The other major budget fight in the Senate was over funding Medicaid expansion. By a 
14-20 vote, with four Republicans breaking ranks with the rest of their party, the Senate 
rejected an amendment to the Department of Mental Health budget offered by Senate 
Minority Leader John Rizzo (D-Independence). Republicans in both the House and 
Senate have now balked at funding the voter-approved expansion, which would make an 
additional 275,000 Missourians eligible for coverage on July 1. The move has set the 
stage for a legal battle that many believe will end up with the courts directing the 
legislature to fund the program. With both chambers refusing to fund Medicaid 
expansion, the pressure is mounting on Governor Parson to address funding or go along 
with the legislature’s decision. 

On Thursday, the Senate spent a great deal of floor debate time Third Reading HB 273 
which started out as a two sentence bill relating to cosmetology licensure and ended up 
with 28 Senate amendments totaling 99 pages of law relating to professional registration. 
The bill was Third Read and will now go back to the House where that chamber can 
accept the changes or commit the bill to a conference committee to work on differences. 



The House and Senate will meet next week to iron out the $3.1 billion differences 
between the two budget proposals. The state’s budget, by constitutional directive must be 
passed by next Friday, May7th.  

In the news… 

• Census data released this week indicates that there were approximately 165,986 
more Missourians in 2020 than in 2010.  The data indicated that the state’s 
population was 6,154,913 as of April 1, 2020. The modest growth will have no 
impact on the number of congressional seats awarded to Missouri. 

• The Missouri Independent news has reported that the resignation letter involving 
the immediate departure of Department of Health and Senior Services Director 
Randall Williams will not be released by the Governor’s Office despite a 
Sunshine record request for the document. An official with the Governor’s office 
relied on a provision in the Sunshine law that holds confidential “individually 
identifiable personnel records, performance ratings or records pertaining to 
employees or applicants for employment”. 

• A legislative storm is brewing over election reform measures pending in the 
Senate. This week the Senate Committee on Local Government and Elections 
conducted a hearing on two House bills that were contentiously debated on the 
House floor but eventually passed in that chamber.  Both bills would reinstate a 
mandate that a voter produce a governmental photo identification to vote. One of 
the bills (HB 738) would also permit no-excuse in-person absentee voting and 
disallow absentee voting except for mail-in absentee ballots.  Democrats and 
liberal-leaning voter rights groups contend that the Republican-led General 
Assembly is attempting to restrict voting rights and that the photo ID requirement, 
previously struck down in 2016, does not pass constitutional muster. 

• This week, the Senate spent over six hours debating SB 98, a multi issue gaming 
bill sponsored by Senator Denny Hoskins (R-Warrensburg).  The bill would have 
permitted video lottery machines in certain retail establishments and legalized 
sports wagering in Missouri.  Hoskins was forced to shelf the bill when Senator 
Mike Moon (R-Lawrence County) managed to attach an amendment that would 
mandate a public vote on the expansion of gaming.  

 
Gifted education  
The Senate Education Committee convened Tuesday afternoon to discuss HB 151, 
sponsored by Representative Brenda Shields (R-St. Joseph). The bill requires school 
districts with a certain number of gifted students to establish a state-approved program 
for such students.  
The MO Department of Elementary and Secondary Education, MO State Board of 
Education, and MO Goodwill Industries supported the bill. No opposing testimony was 
recorded.  
 
Funding for charter schools 



The Senate Education Committee convened Tuesday afternoon to discuss HB 137, 
sponsored by Representative Doug Richey (R-Excelsior Springs). The bill changes 
provisions related to funding for charter schools. MO Public Charter School Association, 
KIPP St. Louis, and Kansas City Public Schools supported the bill. Numerous Parents, St. 
Louis Public Schools, MO Association of School Administrators, MO School Board 
Association, MO NEA, and American Federation of Teacher’s opposed the legislation. 
Immediately after the hearing, the committee went into executive session to consider 
passage of HB 137. During committee discussion, substitute language was adopted to 
remove three sections from the bill and narrow the title. Once modified, the committee 
passed the bill by a 7-1 vote.   
 
 
Establishing a workforce diploma program 
The Senate Education Committee convened Tuesday afternoon to discuss HB 733, 
sponsored by Representative Jon Patterson (R-Lee’s Summit). The bill establishes the 
“Workforce Diploma Program” within the Department of Higher Education and 
Workforce Development to allow vendors to provide services offering high school credits 
for degree completion. The language caps costs at $7,000 per student and funding for the 
program is subject to appropriations. During the proposal’s progression through the 
House, the language was amended to include provisions from HB 896 that require the 
state board of education to develop a statewide plan for career and technical education 
certificates and requires the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education to 
convene work groups to develop written model curriculum frameworks that may be used 
by districts. Graduation Alliance, MO Association of Career and Technical Education, 
MO Chamber of Commerce, MO Goodwill Industries, and ACT Inc. supported the bill. 
No opposing testimony was recorded. Immediately after the hearing, the committee went 
into executive session to consider passage of HB 733. After brief discussion and no 
modifications, the committee passed the bill by an 8-0 vote.  
 
Campus Intellectual Diversity Act 
The Senate Education Committee convened Tuesday afternoon to consider passage of SB 
566, sponsored by Senator Mike Moon (R). The bill establishes the "Campus Intellectual 
Diversity Act" to create offices of public policy events at each public institution of higher 
education. After no discussion, the committee passed the bill by a 6-2 vote.   
 
Expanding educational savings programs to include apprenticeships 
The Senate Education Committee convened Tuesday afternoon to consider passage of 
HB 306, sponsored by Representative Aaron Griesheimer (R-Washington). The bill, as 
filed, requires school districts and charter schools to establish a state-approved gifted 
program if 3% or more of the students are determined to be gifted. During its legislative 
progression, the bill was modified to include language from HB 478, which modifies 
provisions of the Missouri Education Savings Program by aligning state and federal code 
to allow program funds to be used for apprenticeship programs or repayment of student 
debt up to $10,000. By redefining eligible education institutions and expanding eligible 
expenses, the language maximizes use of funds and focuses on job training. The language 
includes an emergency clause that makes bill provisions effective upon Governor 



Parson’s signature. During committee discussion, substitute language was adopted to 
include provisions relating to charter funding equity provisions for Kansas City and St. 
Louis, and for any other charter schools if one should apply; modifies requirements that 
school districts conduct criminal background checks for persons having contact with 
students; and provides that recovery charter high schools may be operated in Kansas City 
for students in recovery from substance use disorder or dependency. During committee 
discussion, Senator Rick Brattin (R-Belton) further amended the language to establish the 
Extending Learning Opportunities Act, which creates a vocational dual credit training 
program to match private sector employment opportunities with high school students 
interested in pursuing an opportunity other than traditional post-secondary education. 
Once modified, the committee passed the bill by a 6-2 vote.  
 
Executive session: 
 
The Senate Education Committee convened Monday afternoon to consider passage of HB 
228, sponsored by Representative Chuck Basye (R-Rocheport). The bill prevents any 
public school districts and charter schools from prohibiting a parent or guardian from 
audio recording any meeting held under the Federal Individuals with Disabilities 
Education Act or a Section 504 plan meeting. During committee discussion, substitute 
language was adopted to include provisions from HB 387, modifies provisions relating to 
seclusion and restraint policies in public schools. Once modified, the committee passed 
the bill by a 7-0 vote.  
 
Establishing statewide missions 
The Senate Education Committee convened Monday afternoon to consider passage of HB 
297, sponsored by Representative Wayne Wallingford (R-Cape Girardeau). The bill 
allows Southeast Missouri State University to develop a statewide mission relating to 
visual performing arts, computer science, and cybersecurity programming. During the 
bill’s House progression, the language was amended to include provisions from five other 
bills. Language of specific interest to MCC includes the following: HB 355 that requires 
the Coordinating Board of Higher Education to develop a student document including 
educational institution comparisons relating to cost and tuition, employment placement, 
starting salaries, and educational requirements for in-demand jobs; HB 908 that 
designates Northwest Missouri State University as an institution with a statewide mission 
in educator preparation, emergency and disaster management, and profession-based 
learning; HB 856 that suspends caps on tuition increases at public institutions for five 
years in an effort to more accurately align tuition with the value and costs associated to 
administer particular degree programs; and HB 1208 that requires public institutions of 
higher learning to adopt and implement policies to provide undergraduate course credit to 
entering freshman students for each advanced placement examination if a student 
achieves a score of three or higher. After brief discussion and no modifications, the 
committee passed the bill by a 7-1 vote.  
 
Seclusion policies  
The Senate Education Committee convened Monday afternoon to consider passage of HB 
387, sponsored by Representative Dottie Bailey (R-Eureka). The bill modifies provisions 



relating to to seclusion and restraint policies in public schools. After no discussion, the 
committee passed the bill by an 8-0 vote.  
 
 

-End of Report- 


