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WEEKLY OVERVIEW: This week was another painfully slow week in the Missouri 

Legislature. The legislature extended the Easter Holiday and did not meet on Monday. On 

Tuesday, the Senate sent to the House a bill creating a prescription drug monitoring program. 

After that bill’s approval, the Senate turned its attention to Governor Parson’s appointment of 

Todd Graves to the University of Missouri’s Board of Curators. The Senate debated Mr. Graves 

appointment until nearly 2 am on Wednesday before giving the controversial appointment its 

approval. The Senate worked a truncated day on Wednesday and a longer than normal day on 

Thursday, but were only able to get through a few bills. 

Two bills in particular were HB 429 which would allow Missourians who serve as foster parents 

for at least six months to receive a tax deduction to cover the cost of the process, capped at 

$2,500 per taxpayer or $5,000 for married couples and HB 430 would offer a $10,000 tax credit 

to anyone facing non-recurring adoption fees and expenses. These two pieces of legislation are 

priorities of House Speaker Rob Vescovo and their passage opened the floodgates of Senate Bills 

being referred to House Committees. 

The House also worked a short day on Wednesday, but for a much different reason. Early 

Saturday morning Representative Randy Pietzman’s (R-Troy) son was killed in an automobile 

accident and the visitation was held on Wednesday afternoon. The House held only a brief 

session on Wednesday morning and took the afternoon off so members could attend the 

visitation. Despite the short week, the House sent a number of bills to the Senate. 

Next week, we expect to see House and Senate Committees work on a number of bills from the 

opposite chamber. Additionally, we anticipate that beginning next week the two chambers will 

begin more floor debate on bills from the opposite chamber. 

In the news… 

• President Joe Biden has nominated former Missouri Secretary of State Robin Carnahan as 

Administrator of the General Services Administration (GSA), the independent agency 

that oversees much of the national government’s operations. Carnahan served as Missouri 

Secretary of State from 2005 to 2013 and has previously served as director of state and 

local practice at 18F, a digital services agency within GSA that collaborates with other 

government agencies to improve government websites. 

• This week, the Missouri Department of Health and Senior Services reported the first case 

of the South African COVID variant that involved a patient from Jackson County. The 

UK variant had been identified in February and Missouri DHSS has reported 35 cases to 

https://house.mo.gov/Bill.aspx?bill=HB429&year=2021&code=R%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
https://house.mo.gov/Bill.aspx?bill=HB429&year=2021&code=R%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank


date. Since March, 2020 Missouri has reported 491,442 COVID cases and 8,508 COVID-

related deaths as of Tuesday of this week. 

• On Thursday, Governor Mike Parson met with Nebraska Governor Pete Ricketts (R), 

Iowa Governor Kim Reynolds (R) and Kansas Governor Laura Kelly (D) in Council 

Bluffs, Iowa to again discuss Missouri River flooding issues and the U. S. Army Corps of 

Engineers. The four governors have previously signed an agreement to cooperate on 

flood control and work with the Corps. Governor Parson has indicated his frustration with 

the Corps relating to the 2019 flooding in northern Missouri which resulted in 1.4 million 

acres of agricultural land to go unplanted. 

• Next Thursday is the day many Missourians have been awaiting. The state enters Phase 3 

of its COVID-19 vaccination plan Thursday, meaning all Missourians are eligible to 

receive the vaccine. To accommodate various groups, area health care providers are 

sponsoring several vaccine clinics and making vaccine doses otherwise available. 

• This week a bill that would strip St. Charles, Jefferson and Franklin counties from the 

federally mandated emissions program was passed by the Senate and sent to the House. 

The bill could result in the loss of $52 million in funding for the Missouri Department of 

Transportation. If the bill is ultimately passed the EPA could sanction the state within 18 

months for ending the program in the three counties, and it could also cut funding for the 

Missouri Department of Natural Resources. 

BUDGET UPDATE: This week the House Committee on Budget met to discuss HB 21 which 

contains the funding ($1,022,787,164) recommended by the Governor for the use of Medicaid 

expansion. There was no public testimony in support or opposition presented to the committee. 

The mark-up on this bill is expected to take place next Monday due to the shortened legislative 

week. The following is a breakdown of the usage of those funds: 

• An additional $18 million for transportation for DESE, 

• An additional $2 million for Adult High Schools, 

• An additional $5,322,000 for mental health and substance abuse treatment, 

• An additional $88,261,253 for nursing homes rate increases (this raises the rate to $10.18 

per person per day) – there is ongoing discussion to ensure this is not a one-time increase, 

• An additional $26,096,133 for respite care, 

• An additional $19,711,680 for developmental disabilities residential care (brings the total 

to $56.5 million and allows providers to pay $15/hour per person), 

• An additional $735,510,444 for transitional payments related to Medicaid reimbursement 

reform (this amount will be changed when Chairman Smith releases the chairman’s 

amendment) – it should be noted this does NOT guarantee rate increases as this uses the 

enhanced FMAP funds which may not be eligible for this purpose, and 

• An additional $1,025,040 to the Public Defender for the remediation of the waitlist. 



 

SHOW-ME SUCCESS DIPLOMA PROGRAM: On Tuesday, the Senate Committee on 

Education conducted a public hearing on HB 624, sponsored by Rep. Doug Richey (R-Excelsior 

Springs). This bill establishes the "Show Me Success Diploma Program" as an alternative 

pathway to graduation for high school students. Students may earn the Show Me Success 

Diploma beginning at the end of a student's 10th grade year. By July 1, 2022, the Department of 

Elementary and Secondary Education shall develop detailed requirements for students to become 

eligible for the Show Me Success Diploma. The full bill summary may be found here: HB 624 

 

Testifying in support were representatives from Missouri State Treasurer’s Office, Missouri 

NEA, Aligned, and Missouri Chamber of Commerce and Industry. 

 

Supporting testimony submitted through the online portal includes Associated Industries of 

Missouri and Goodwill of Eastern Missouri. 

 

Opposing testimony submitted through the online portal was a private citizen. 

 

The committee took no further action on the measure. 

 

CAREER AND TECHNICAL EDUCATION CERTIFICATE: On Tuesday, the Senate 

Committee on Education conducted a public hearing on SB 386, sponsored by Sen. Karla 

Eslinger (R-Wasola). Under this act, the State Board of Education, in consultation with the 

Career and Technical Advisory Council, shall develop a statewide plan establishing the 

minimum requirements for a Career and Technical Education (CTE) Certificate. The statewide 

plan shall match workforce needs with appropriate educational resources. Each local school 

district shall determine the curriculum, programs of study, and course offerings based on student 

needs and interests and the requirements of the statewide plan. The Department of Elementary 

and Secondary Education shall convene work groups from each CTE program area. Such work 

groups shall develop and recommend performance standards or course competencies. The 

Department shall develop written model curriculum frameworks for CTE programs, which shall 

not be subject to certain limits on performance standards provided under existing law, as 

described in the act. 

Testifying in support were representatives from Missouri NEA, Missouri State Teachers 

Association, Missouri School Board Association, Missouri Association of School 

Administrators, Missouri Association of Career and Technical Education, Aligned, 

Missouri Chamber of Commerce and Industry.  Supporters told the committee that this 

legislation helps address teacher shortages and gives another path for student success.   

There was no testimony in opposition and the committee took no further action on the 

measure.   

 

-End of Report- 

https://house.mo.gov/billtracking/bills211/sumpdf/HB0624P.pdf

