
Harm Reduction is the future
War on drugs wastes $51 billion dollars every year 

$51 billion that could be spent on infrastructure, education, mental 

health, substance use treatment, childcare…

•Intersectional approach

•Public health, social justice, human rights

Source: National Institute on Drug Abuse. (2015). Drugs of Abuse: Opioids. Bethesda, MD: National 
Institute on Drug Abuse. Available at http://www.drugabuse.gov/drugs-abuse/opioids. 



Texas

Year Deaths Crude Rate Age Adjusted Rate

1999 955 4.6 4.7

2000 880 4.2 4.3

2001 1195 5.6 5.7

2002 1395 6.4 6.5

2003 1511 6.9 7.0

2004 1582 7.1 7.1

2005 1640 7.2 7.3

2006 1958 8.4 8.5

2007 1945 8.2 8.2

2008 1842 7.6 7.7

2009 2162 8.7 8.8

2010 2122 8.4 8.5

2011 2303 9.0 9.0

2012 2150 8.2 8.2

2013 2052 7.7 7.7

2014 2195 8.1 8.2

2015 2161 7.9 7.8

2016 2275 8.2 8.1

TEXAS CDC DEATH DATA
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192 Americans die each day from drug overdose
More than half are from prescription drugs alone



THE ANTIDOTE

Naloxone (Narcan), an injectable or 

intranasal opioid antagonist will reverse 

the effects of opioids preventing a fatal 

overdose.



NALOXONE/NARCAN

• Opioid antagonist which reverses opioid overdose: 

injectable or intranasal

• Pushes most other opioids off the receptors, then sits on 

the receptor preventing it from being activated for 30-90 

minutes

• Analogy- getting the wrong key stuck in  a lock



NALOXONE/NARCAN IN ACTION

• Reverses opiate effects of sedation and respiratory 
depression

• Causes sudden withdrawal in the opioid dependent person 
– an unpleasant experience

• No psychoactive effects – low potential for diversion, is not 
addictive

• Routinely used by EMS (but often in larger doses)

• Has no effect if an opiate is not present



CONTACT INFORMATION

Texas Overdose Naloxone Initiative

http://texasoverdosenaloxoneinitiative.com/

http://texasoverdosenarcaninitiative.com/

Mark Kinzly 860-724-5339; markkinzly022@gmail.com

Charles Thibodeaux 512-517-9566; cmego46@sbcglobal.net

Daniel Sledge 512-217-9680  dsledge@wilco.org   

TONI Charles Thibodeaux Mark Kinzly


