BUILDING A PUBLIC DIRECTORY OF LOCAL NEWS OUTLETS IN CANADA

(November 24, 2025) - Resilient communities need access to a steady supply of reliable local news. This initiative will pilot a process that uses verification by local experts to validate and build on lists of local news outlets generated through an artificial intelligence tool. The goal is to work with librarians and others with relevant knowledge to build a public directory that lists where residents in every Canadian municipality can find original, timely, verified local news that is produced independently of special interests. The project is led by researchers from Toronto Metropolitan University, Laval University and Concordia University. The directory will:
●      identify communities that have no regular local news coverage (“news deserts”) and provide information to help gauge news poverty (where few local news outlets exist and/or existing outlets produce minimal local coverage); 
●      provide policy makers and governments with up-to-date information on local news  ecosystems to guide decisions on how and where to support local news;
●      make reliable local news more “discoverable” so residents can find out what is happening locally and access information they need to participate in local democracy;
●      support local news outlets by providing another way for them to disseminate stories;
●      provide reliable information on local news ecosystems for non-governmental stakeholders interested in supporting local journalism, including individual donors, community foundations and other philanthropic organizations.
●      allow for regular updates, ideally at least once per year.
The AI tool we are developing in collaboration with the Investigative Journalism Foundation and academic partners at the University of Toronto will generate an initial list of local media for each census subdivision (municipality) in Canada. We will ask librarians and others with relevant local expertise to verify the accuracy of these AI-generated lists. As an added quality control measure, once the directory is published, members of the public, academics, news organizations and others will be invited to review the listings and alert us to errors/omissions.
The project will also investigate the feasibility of incorporating into the directory an indicator of each individual news outlet’s contribution to its local news ecosystem.
Funding for the first phase of this project through to March 31, 2026 is provided by the federal Department of Canadian Heritage. 
The research team consists of Prof.  Colette Brin, director of Laval University's Centre d’études sur les médias; Dr. Magda Konieczna, an associate professor of journalism at Concordia University and the founder/co-director of Documenters Canada; and Prof. emerita/adjunct professor April Lindgren, co-director of the  Local News Research Project at Toronto Metropolitan University and project lead for the crowd-sourced Local News Map,

For more information contact:
Christine Crowther, Project Manager: christinecrowther@cunet.carleton.ca 
