Westborough Youth & Family Services
34 West Main Street, Westborough, MA 01581   

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

ATTENTION:	Westborough 10th Grade Residents
FROM:                            Youth and Family Services
 RE:	Youth Commission Seeks Youth Members
DATE:	April 15th, 2026

The Westborough Youth Commission is seeking two high school students, who will be juniors during the 2026-2027 school year, to serve as voting members of the Westborough Youth Commission. Student Youth Commission members take a leadership role in Town government and provides community service and help bring forth the voice of the youth within our community. The Youth and Family Services office is currently contracted with Shrewsbury Youth & Family Services (a private nonprofit) to provide counseling and social services to Westborough residents and to promote behavioral health and wellness. 

The Youth Commission is a nine-member volunteer board, composed of five adults and four high school students, appointed by the Board of Selectmen to advocate for the needs of youth, adults and families in Westborough. The Youth Commission meets monthly. 

Mission: The Westborough Youth Commission advises and amplifies the work of Westborough Youth and Family Services to create a vibrant, supportive, and inclusive community for all.
Our mission is to empower youth and advocate for initiatives that support young people through education, leadership development, and community involvement. We promote positive mental health, strengthen community connections, and elevate youth voices.

Responsibilities of Youth Commission (YC) Student Members:
· Serve a two-year term, September of junior year (2026) through June of senior year (2028). Newly appointed members will also be encouraged to attend the June 8th ,2026 meeting of the YC, to say farewell to outgoing seniors and to get oriented to the YC.
· Attend monthly YC meetings, usually on the 4th Monday of each month, in the evenings at 6:30PM.
· Provide youth perspective and report about the status and needs of local youth.
· Contribute input and feedback regarding development of policies and programming for Youth and Family Services (YFS).
· Volunteer time to help with YFS and YC programs and activities.
· Serve as ambassador, representing the YC and YFS formally and informally at school and in the larger community.
· Commit 2-3 hours per month to the Youth Commission.
· Attend Town Meeting twice a year.
· 
Qualifications of Youth Commission Student Candidates:
· Current 10th grade student: expected to be a high school junior in the fall of 2026.
· Demonstrated interest in and commitment to at least one of the following: community service, advocacy, mental health, social and racial justice, political action, government.
To Apply:
· Prior to applying, please explore the Youth & Family Services website to learn more about YFS and the Youth Commission.
· Submit letter of interest by Tuesday, May 12th, to Youth & Family Services  
·  via email: joneil-welch@westboroughma.gov
· Letter of interest must include:
· Applicant’s full name, phone number, home address and email
· Explanation of applicant’s interest in becoming a YC member and why the applicant would be a good fit for the YC
· Youth Commission Chair and Youth Commission members will review letters of interest.
· An email confirmation will be sent to the applicant after receiving letters of interest. 
· Candidates will then attend the Youth Commission on Monday, May 18th, 2026, 6:30 PM, to meet current YC members, share about their interest and learn about the role of YC youth members.
· Following the May 18th YC meeting, the Youth Commission Chair will submit recommendations to the Board of Selectmen for two new youth voting members to be appointed.
To submit applications and to inquire further, contact:

                                Julia O’Neil-Welch
                                    	Town of Westborough
Youth & Family Services 
Outreach and Resource Coordinator
                                     Tel: 508-366-3090 or 508-366-3000
                                     Joneil-welch@westboroughma.gov

