
Climate Action Alert: Get Methane Gas Out of Half Moon Bay 

How YOU can support a Local Climate Action with a phase out of 
methane gas use in our homes 

 

The Campaign 

for Fossil Free 

Buildings 

 
What: The City of Half Moon Bay is considering a first-of-its-kind Gas Phase Out Ordinance (“Building 
Electrification”). 

When: November 16, 2021 at 7pm 

Where: City Council (join over Zoom & see Agenda item 2a) 

Why: Methane gas (also called natural gas), which is commonly used for residential heating and cooking, 
is deeply polluting and damaging to our climate. Half Moon Bay has the authority to require clean, 
pollution-free heaters and appliances – whether for new construction or permitted replacements in 
existing homes. If we want a livable climate, we’ll need to phase out the use of fossil fuels, including 
methane gas in homes. If approved, the Building Electrification Ordinance would set the phasing out 
of methane in motion (with a deadline of 2045) and make Half Moon Bay cleaner, healthier, and more 
resilient. It would also set a great example for other communities to follow.  

 
Background: 

A rapid transition away from fossil fuel use is required to avoid the very worst and irreversible impacts 
of climate change. Methane gas is particularly concerning because it has more than 80 times the short-
term warming power of carbon dioxide after reaching the atmosphere. In Half Moon Bay, methane gas, 
used mainly for heating, makes up half of all carbon emissions. Leaks not only exacerbate climate 
change but also pose serious safety hazards to the community.  

Cities and counties are starting to recognize how important going fossil-free is to community health, 
safety, and a stable climate future. In recent years, more than 50 different municipal policies requiring 
or favoring all-electric new construction have been adopted. But to further improve air quality, health, 
and safety, we also need to switch from fossil fuels to clean electric in existing homes and buildings.  

Many incentive programs for home electrification already exist and have done a great job growing the 
market for electric products and skilled installers. However, the urgency of climate impacts that we are 
already feeling calls for bolder strategies to scale and implement electrification faster.  

Here’s where YOU come in! The City of Half Moon Bay needs to hear your support to adopt the 
Building Electrification Ordinance and phase out gas use in homes and buildings.  

Half Moon Bay is one of the first cities to consider a comprehensive policy to phase out methane gas, by: 

1) Requiring all new construction to be all-electric (gas-free) through a “Reach Code;” 
2) Allowing only clean, electric appliances for city-permitted replacements (when needed) of gas 

heating and water heating in existing buildings; and  
3) Ending overall gas distribution in the city by 2045. 



Take Climate Action to Get the Gas Out of Half Moon Bay! 

The Building Electrification Ordinance includes other good items, like increasing local renewable energy 
generation and increasing the availability of electric vehicle charging, demonstrating how cities can play 
a leading role in the fight against climate change. But our leaders need to hear widespread support from 
the community. Are you in? Please write the City of Half Moon Bay or attend the virtual City Council 
Meeting on November 16th to share your support! 

DRAFT COMMENTS 

To: RBrownstone@hmbcity.com; DRuddock@hmbcity.com; jjimenez@hmbcity.com; DPenrose@hmbcity.com; 
HRarback@hmbcity.com; VVostinak@hmbcity.com 

Subject line: Please Adopt the Electrification Ordinance to Phase Out Polluting Gas Use 

Dear Mayor Brownstone and Council Members, 

I’m a Bay Area resident and student at [name of your school]. I’m writing you in strong support of the proposed 
Electrification Ordinance phasing out gas in homes and buildings to reduce health and climate risks, cut fossil fuel 
pollution, and lead to healthier homes and more resilient communities. 

(PLEASE add a sentence or two about why you’re concerned about climate change or how you feel impacted. Or, 
you could use the following.) We are in the midst of both a pandemic and a climate crisis. The Bay Area is especially 
vulnerable to the five-fold increase of wildfires due to climate change as well as the resulting smoke which harms 
our health and increases COVID risks. Pollution from gas appliances exacerbates both of these risks. We cannot put 
off action to cut carbon emissions and phase out polluting fossil fuels any longer.  

The proposed Building Electrification Ordinance includes equity guardrails and flexibility to ensure an affordable 
transition of homes and buildings from gas to electric. Since gas is responsible for half of the carbon pollution in 
Half Moon Bay, this gas phaseout measure is critical to addressing the climate crisis. I urge you to lead Peninsula 
cities towards a gas-free and climate-safe future by adopting the Building Electrification Ordinance right away. 

Sincerely, 

SIGN YOUR NAME HERE 

 
More Information 

Methane gas production has become one of the biggest contributors to the climate crisis. Once 
considered a “cleaner” alternative, most methane gas now comes from fracking, which pollutes the air 

and groundwater, wastes water, and creates seismic hazards. In California, methane contributes to one-

third of the state’s total greenhouse gas emissions. 

Methane gas is also detrimental to our health and safety. Gas causes fires and explosions, including the 
2010 gas pipeline explosion in San Bruno that damaged 38 homes and killed eight people. Everyday gas 



use in homes exacerbates 
chronic health issues, including 

asthma and other lung diseases, 

and causes hundreds of deaths 

per year through carbon 
monoxide poisoning. 
 
Each new, all-electric home 
reduces four tons of carbon 
pollution a year compared to 
homes using gas. The 
technology used to replace gas 
– electric heat pumps (which 
are used in standard 
refrigerators) – has advanced a 
lot in recent decades and is now 
superior to gas. Replacing gas 
with electric also saves energy 
and money, while making good 
use of the near-zero carbon 
power supply now serving this 
region.  

Funding programs are gearing 
up to provide assistance to 
ensure that low-income families 
won’t be negatively impacted 
by restrictions on gas products. 
Incentives and financing programs are also growing to help everyone make this transition. For more 
information on the hazards of methane gas, the benefits of going electric, and smart policies to support 
a just transition, please see the resources below.  
 

 
Resources  
• Benefits of Electrification  
• Benefits of Cooking without Gas  
• Affordable and Equitable Electrification  
• Air Quality, Health, and Resilience Benefits of Electrification  
• Frequently Asked Questions  
 
For more info, see: FossilFreeBuildings.org, SwitchIsOn.org, and PeninsulaCleanEnergy.com.  


