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First Things First
The Greater Northwest Area’s COVID-19 Response Team strongly recommends that all
congregations in Option 2 require members and guests to wear masks indoors in public
settings
for local churches and ministries operating within Option 1 of the GNW’s “Stepping
forward safely in love and trust” framework.
This week, the CDC updated its guidance for fully vaccinated individuals recommending
maskusage indoors in counties with high
or substan
appeals for much the
same from several public
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As we continue to monitor risk across the
Great- er Northwest Area, we have seen
a dramatic
of our ministries
were at low to medium risk, according to
data at CovidActNow. As of July 26,69%
of our churches are now in counties
cate
made in our communities
since “Stepping Foreroded, and
leading indicators are not yet projecting a
leveling of this trend toward higher risk.

Over the past three weeks, the emergence of theDelta
variant, changes in personal behavior and the rolling
back of safety measures by state and local governments have conspired to disrupt theimportant progress we had been making.

There is emerging evidence that the
Delta variantis quite effective at
breaking through the layer of
protection vaccination provides,
though it most often results in milder
cases with few leading to
hospitalization or death. It is also the
case that unvaccinated individuals
are less likely to wear masks when
they are no longer required of

The Delta variant is the dominant strain
of COVID-19 across most of the United
States.Exponentially more contagious, it
is taking safety measures to drive up
infections nearly everywhere, hitting even
harder those communitieswith lower
vaccination rates.

Conference-level versions of this same chart canbe
found on the following page.
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months. The New York Times reported this week that the Biden Administration is actively exploring
offering booster shots to “people who are 65 and older or who have compromised immune systems.”
It remains the case that there is much we do not know about this virus. This is even more the
case with variants that emerge with different characteristics and symptoms. Continuing to use
caution, offering respectful encouragement of vaccination with those who remain hesitant, and
using the simpletool of a face mask are effective ways to love our neighbors.

July 26

July 26

July 5

July 26
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Book Club

We had a great meeting as we discussed Mrs.
Poe by Lynn Cullen.
This month we will be discussing In Search of
April Raintree by Beatrice Mosionier:

August 2021

We will be meeting on August 23rd at
7:00 p.m. at the home of Eleanor Franke,
for directions please call 1435 F St..

Two young sisters are taken from their
home and family. Powerless to change
their fortunes, they are separated, and
each put into different foster homes. Yet
over the years, the bond between them
grows. As they each make their way in a
society that is, at times, indifferent, hostile, and violent, one embraces her Métis
identity, while the other tries to leave it
behind. In the end, out of tragedy, comes
an unexpected legacy of triumph and reclamation.

August:
In Search
April
Raintree

by Beatrice Mosionier
of September:
The Book of Lost Names
by Kristin Harmel
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Celebrating our 25th Anniversary

AADP Annual Fish Fry
Thursday,
August 19th, 2021
@ 5-7pm
Lidia Selkregg Chalet, Russian Jack Springs Park,1600 Lidia Selkregg Ln

Our Silver Anniversary of the Fish Fry will feature the return of Abraham J. Bonowitz. Abe has
been one of the leading organizers in the death penalty abolition movement since the 1980’s. He
has had a hand in each of the legislative repeal victories thus far, starting with when he served as
the Field Manager for New Jerseyans for Alternatives to the Death Penalty, which passed its bill
in 2007. He then worked as the Director of Affiliate Support for the National Coalition to Abolish
the Death Penalty and was directly involved in the repeal victories in New Mexico, Illinois, Connecticut, Maryland and Nebraska (since reversed via referendum).
This year the Fish Fry will be held at the Lidia Selkregg Chalet, Russian Jack Springs Park.
Mark your calendar and bring friends! Donations encouraged!
IF YOU REQUIRE ADDITIONAL INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT
Richard Curtner
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August is here! For many families that means school is just
around the corner! Shopping for school supplies, books, and
fall clothes becomes a part of everyone’s schedule. Here at
First United Methodist Church, Anchorage, on Sunday August 15th, we want to celebrate and bless the beginning of
another school year. Students, preschool through adults,
bring your backpacks or lunch boxes to worship service.
There service will life up children and students of all ages, dedicating them
to God’s glory as we begin a new school year.
Teachers, aides, principals, administrators, secretaries, cooks, librarians,
janitors and bus drivers...come to church to be blessed, affirmed in your
vocation, and encouraged as you serve children and families in our daily
work!
Join us for this Celebration Sunday!
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