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First Things First
Holy Week

Sunday Services
Worship:
10:oo am
online

Holy week is ushered in on Palms Sunday, March, the last day of Lent. We
emerge this week from our wilderness wanderings and find ourselves caught up
in a parade, a party, a procession of palms! It has been a long journey to arrive at
the gates of Jerusalem where Jesus will make his grand entry into the heart of
political power and religious authority.
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Our week continues on Maundy Thursday, April 1st. This service is a
remembrance of the Last Supper. Jesus had his last meal with his disciples in
the Upper Room. Knowing the betrayal that is to come. He washed his disciples
feet before the meal, this is seen as portraying the importance of serving others.
After the meal, Jesus went with his disciples to pray in the Garden of Gethsemene
to pray.
After we observe the betrayal of Jesus, Friday we observe Good Friday. The day
that Jesus was crucified and buried. Ending the service in quiet darkness as we
reflect on the death of Jesus.
Holy Saturday is a day of quiet reflection as Jesus laid in the tomb. This day is an
opportunity to personally observe a vigil. You can also take this time to watch a
film portraying the lat hours of Jesus’ life.
Holy Week end on Easter Sunday. Our Lenten journey has ended, and we
have finally made it to Easter! A day that starts in mystery and surprise! First is
the surprise and fear when Jesus tomb is found EMPTY(!), with some confusion
on where the body has been taken. The story of gaping tomb, confused
mourners, unexpected and unbelievable encounters with angels and a gardener
is told.
To feel the true celebration of Easter, we must also remember the events that
happened which lead to Easter. Without remembering the crucifixion, the
celebration of resurrection is not as fulfilling. We see how the week builds,
starting with riding the donkey into Jerusalem, all the way to the burial of Jesus.
All these events, even the ones that are hard to understand and painful to
witness, are part of the story of who Jesus is. Here at First United Methodist
Church has have opportunities during the week to come together and hear the
stories of this week. On the next page is the worship schedule for Holy Week.
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Palm Sunday March 28

Maundy Thursday, April 11

Good Friday, April 2
7PM

April 4

10:00 AM ONLINE
WORSHIP SERVICE

From the Lay Leader's desk:
"For anyone looking for an opportunity
to serve our Lord, safely and profoundly, I would like to encourage you
to sign up to read the liturgy for worship services. The schedule for May
will be posted soon and I would love to
welcome some new voices into the
mix.
You may contact me directly if interested. email - gusisme14@gmail.com
or 9075223249.
Don't be shy; be blessed!"
Carolyn Gordon, Lay Leader,
FUMC Anchorage

United Methodist Women
Auction
As we all know, this year is different! We are
hoping to hold our auction in December this
year at the church with a catered brunch. BUT
WE NEED YOUR HELP!
As always we will be asking for donations of
handmade items for the live auction (what crafts
have you done during these Covid times?) as well
as silent auction items (anyone beside me feel like
constantly spring cleaning?).
We will be sending a short survey via email asking
your input! This amazing mission opportunity was
missed in 2020 and we are looking
forward to getting together for a
great time!
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Book Club

We had a great meeting as we discuss Unorthodox
by Deborah Feldman. It was a great discussion on
resilience.
Our next meeting will be on March 22nd at 7:00
p.m. We will be discussing Hadly & Grance
by Suzanne Redfearn.
Needing to escape her abusive marriage, Hadley
flees with her two kids, knowing it might be her only
chance. A woman who can’t even kill a spider, Hadley soon finds herself pushed to the limits as she
fights to protect her family.

April 2021

ley’s, and her quest for a new start quickly spirals out
of control and turns into a terrifying flight for survival.
Stronger together than apart, the two find their fates
inextricably entwined, and as the danger closes in,
each must decide how much she is willing to risk for
the other.
Join us for our next meeting ONLINE on April 26th at
7:00 p.m. Bring you own snacks! Sit in your favorite
chair! Dress in your comfy PJs!!!!

Grace, new mother of baby Miles, desperately wants
to put her rough past behind her for good, but she
finds it impossible when her path crosses with Had-

Upcoming Books:

April
Hadley & Grace

by Suzanne Redfearn
May
Little Fires Everywhere

by Celeste Ng
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APRIL 2021

First United Methodist

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

April 2021

Fri

Sat

Maundy Thursday1
7:00 pm
Online service

Good Friday 2
7:00 pm
Online Service
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EASTER SUN DAY 4
10:00am Worship
Online

5

6
11:30 am
Brother Francis
Meal Prep

7
Clare House Dinner delivery

8

9

10

11
10:00am Worship
online

12

13

14
9:00 am
Pastor’s Café
Online
6:00 pm
Pastor’s Café
Online

15

16

17

18
10:00am Worship
Online

19

20

21
9:00 am
Pastor’s Café
Online
6:00 pm
Pastor’s Café
Online

22

23

24

25
10:00am Worship
Online

26
7:00 pm
Book Club

27

28
9:00 am
Pastor’s Café
Online
6:00 pm
Pastor’s Café
Online

29

30

April Birthdays
Jamie Linxwiler

9

Kasey Zuke

18

Rhonda Warren

27

Aimee Rathbun

9

Ari Schablein

21

Elizabeth Linxwiler

30

Bob Raymond

10

Elena Snyder

23

Jordan Cash

11

Chipp Leibach

24

Kaprice Zuke

13

Eva Damrill

26

Kristina Villamor

17

James Damrill

27
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