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First Things First
Sunday Services

First United Methodist Church of Anchorage
REOPENING PLAN
Open Hearts…. Open Minds…. Open Doors
The FUMC Reopening Team has Great News!

Worship:
10:00 am

In this issue:
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After reviewing updated information from the Conference, and following the CDC, state and local
updated policies, we are prayerfully led to reopen our doors for Sunday worship!

Church Workday
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For those who are comfortable gathering for in-person Sunday worship, we welcome your attendance;
for those who prefer joining from home (or wherever you may be!) you may continue to attend via
Zoom and Facebook Live. Either way, we are excited to offer both options beginning Sunday June
13th.

Washed in Grace:
Showers for the
Homeless
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The reopening is accompanied by guidelines established to promote safe in-person gatherings as
vetted by the Reopening Team. They are as follows:

First Quarter
Statement
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Reopening Letter

Book Club
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Social Distancing and Masking.
Although the MOA emergency order has been lifted, we encourage masking and social distancing
between households.
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Sanctuary and Narthex. These spaces will be well-marked to easily identify 6’ distancing between
households. There are multiple sanitation stations with masks and face shields readily available, as
well as strategically placed reminder signs.

Calendar,
Birthdays,
Anniversaries,
& Prayer List

FUMC Reopening Guidelines

Live Singing. While there will be no congregational singing at this time, we will have the option for live
vocal and wind instrument performances when appropriately distanced from the congregation. The
Guidelines for Safe Singing specify a separation of 4 meters (13 ft) between the congregation and an
individual or small number of vocalists and/or wind instrument musicians in the Chancellery.
Post-Worship Fellowship. Fellowship time will be held after service, however there will be no food or
drink offered initially. We hope to develop a safe means of providing these in the future.
Nursery, Child-Care. Initially the nursery will not be available, however families are always welcomed
in the sanctuary, and the cry room will be available to them during worship.

Check out our website!
Did you know you
could donate
online?

It is our intent and duty to respect and follow CDC, state, and local government policies and
recommendations. As this is an evolving work in progress, please continue to enjoy worshipping with
us via Zoom or Facebook Live and join in the discussion on making in-person worship a welcoming
place. We welcome your thoughts at reopening@firstumcanchorage.org.
In His Love,
FUMC Reopening Team
Janet Carr-Campbell ● Barbara Cash ● Larry Cash ● Carolyn Gordon ● Lani Kile ● Corinne McVee ●
Mike McVee ● Jennifer Miller ● Elena Snyder ● Pastor Steve Fisher
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Preparing to Return to
In-Person Worship
Many of us have been excitedly
waiting for the chance to worship in
person again. We have the date
scheduled for June 13th, but before
we return to in-person Worship we
need to give a little TLC to the
church building and grounds.
We need YOUR HELP!!! There will be
a list of “chores” to prepare the
church for worship in the narthex.
Clean up days are:
June 11th 4-8pm
June 12 10am-3pm
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Washed in Grace: Showers for the Homeless
What is your typical morning routine? Most of us think of these things: Breakfast, coffee,
shower, get dressed, and start the day. Those of us that drink coffee knows what it’s like to
wake up and be out of coffee.......and what happens when the outfit you had planned to
wear is dirty........or if the hot water heater is out and you have to take a cold shower. We all
take these for granted, until we don't have access to them!
Do you ever think what would happen if you were not able to take a shower regularly?
What if you didn't have access to basic hygiene facilities? After some praying, research
(more praying), a small group got together to try to find new solutions to help reach those in
our community that are on the margins. We reached out to our connections in the conference to be able to use the VIM Team shower trailer this summer, as long as it’s not needed
for VIM teams or emergencies, to provide mobile showers to those who are homeless.
We would love to have the showers available a few times a week, setting up in the parking
lots of churches or other spaces. We have contacted a company that will (for a fee) deliver
clean water and remove the gray water on site.
This mission is very dependent on our ability to make connections with others!!!! The first
step we see is to ask for volunteers. Volunteers will help with making sure things are running smoothly, taking done names of people so can have an organized system, wash down
showers between uses (always sanitizing between each guest), handing out donations of
hygiene kits, helping find clean clothes to change into after, and whatever else we learn is
needed as we go. We also have a few barbers who have offered to come and participate!!
The second step, connect with churches to be able to use their parking lot, we are starting
in Anchorage and are hoping to connected with churches across the Anchorage Bowl area.
We will be setting up a calendar of dates available soon.
We are also in need to tangible donations of hygiene kits (soap, shampoo & conditioner,
toothbrush, toothpaste, hair brush/comb, etc.), towels, and clothing (variety of adult sizes),
and large storage tubs.
If you are interested in be a part of this mission, have questions, or making tangible donations, please contact Jenn Miller
(907-351-0274 or email her
(alaskan_miller_girl@yahoo.com) If you
would like to make a monetary donation to support this mission, please
contact Pastor Murray Crookes, from
UMC of Every Nation, (907-738-8697
or email him (munrahcito@gmail.com)
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FUMC GENERAL FUND BALANCE SNAPSHOT
FIRST QUARTER 2021
Main Income
Contributions
Miscellaneous
Facility Use Donations
Parking Lot Rental
TOTAL
Main Expenses
Administrative
Apportionments
Insurance and Inspections
Property Maintenance
Utilities
Staff and Pastor Salaries
TOTAL
INCOME VS EXPENSES
Total Income
Total Expenses
Year-to-Date

ACTUAL

BUDGET

$32,456
$18
$1,785
$19,251

$39,999
$0
$2,500
$19,251

$53,510

$61,750

$2,866
$8,750
$7,115
$2,430
$9,573
$44,775
$75,509

$2,975
$10,780
$7,950
$2,300
$9,025
$47,105
$80,135

$53,510
$75,509
-$21,999

In addition to the regular income listed above, FUMC has been blessed with additional one
-time funds. We received two FUMC Foundation grants: $16,000 which was applied toward
the cost of the new heating system and $1,800 which paid for replacement of the sump
pump. We also received a federal PPP loan for $22,458 which has been forgiven.
–Corinne McVee, Finance Chair

4

June 2021

Book Club
We had a great meeting as we discuss Little
old as the Appalachias and suspicion as deep as
Fires Everywhere By Celeste Ng. We met for the the holler.
first time in person in over a year.
Inspired by the true blue-skinned people of KenIn June we will be discussing The Book Woman tucky and the brave and dedicated Kentucky
of Troublesome Creek by Kim Michele Richard- Pack Horse library service of the 1930s, The
son:
Book Woman of Troublesome Creek is a story of
raw courage, fierce strength, and one woman's
The hardscrabble folks of Troublesome Creek
have to scrap for everything—everything except belief that books can carry us anywhere—even
back home.
books, that is. Thanks to Roosevelt's Kentucky
Pack Horse Library Project, Troublesome's got its Do you have a book you would like to discuss
very own traveling librarian, Cussy Mary Carter. with others? We are always looking for new
books to read!
Cussy's not only a book woman, however, she's
also the last of her kind, her skin a shade of blue Join us for our next meeting on June 28th at 7:00
unlike most anyone else. Not everyone is keen
p.m.
on Cussy's family or the Library Project, and a
Blue is often blamed for any whiff of trouble. If
Cussy wants to bring the joy of books to the hill
folks, she's going to have to confront prejudice as

Upcoming Book:
June:
The Book Woman of Troublesome
Creek
by Kim Michele Richardson

July:
Mrs. Poe
by Lynn Cullen
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

1
11:30 am
Snack Breakfasts &
Lunch for Brother
Francis

2
9:00 am
Pastor’s Café Online
7:00 pm
Pastor’s Café Online

Thu

Fri

3

Sat

4

5

June Wedding
Anniversaries
Mel & Jasmin Gallardo
62 years

6
10:00 am
Online Worship

7

8

9
9:00 am
Pastor’s Café
Online
7:00 pm
Pastor’s Café Online

10

11
4pm
Church
clean up

12
10am
Church
Clean up

Larry & Barbara Cash
42 years
Mike & Corinne McVee
38 years
Steven & Sharon Fisher

13
10:00 am
Online Worship

14

15

16
9:00 am
Pastor’s Café Online
7:00 pm
Pastor’s Café Online

17

18

37 years

19

John & Kerry Madden
34 years
Brian & Tina Kile
28 years
Rick & Jennifer Miller

20
10:00 am
Worship

22
7:00 pm
Book Club

23

24
9:00 am
Pastor’s Café Online
7:00 pm
Pastor’s Café Online

25

26

27

21 years

Congratulations to the happy
couples!!

28
10:00 am
Worship

29

30

June Birthdays
Brent Carey 5

Zack Janko 16

Sarah Janko 28

Allison Cash Jack 5

Matthew Weesner 17

Margarete Wike 29

Christina Stebing 5

Janet Carr-Campbell 19

Jim Torgerson 29

Linda Benson 6

Jacob Ginder 23

Anastasia Ngyuen 6

Marie Wallace 23

Lindsay Lutes 8

Jay Jay Miller 24

Carol Endsley 14

Riley Snell 24

HAVE WE MISSED YOUR BIRTHDAY OR
ANNIVERSARY? PLEASE EMAIL THE OFFICE AND LET US KNOW!
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