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August 4, 2022 
 
 
The Honorable Kathy Hochul  
Governor of the State of New York  
Executive Chamber  
State Capitol  
Albany, New York 12224  
 

RE: Veto – S.994C (Ryan) / A1338C (Magnarelli) 
 
 
Dear Governor Hochul: 
 
On behalf of Eastern Contractors Association, Inc. (ECA), we urge you to veto S5994C 
(Ryan) / A1338C (Magnarelli), which creates a registration system within the 
Department of Labor’s Bureau of Public Works for contractors and subcontractors 
seeking to bid on public or covered private contracts. 
 
ECA is a trade association of general contractors, subcontractors, suppliers, and 
service firms engaged in commercial, industrial, and institutional construction 
throughout eastern New York.  ECA traces its history to 1890 and is the region’s only 
“full-service” contractor association serving the needs of all segments of the 
construction industry.  The Association’s footprint covers counties in the eastern part 
of New York State, from just south of Albany up to the Canadian border and as far 
west as Utica. 
 
ECA believes that this legislation is unnecessary and is duplicative of the New York State 
Vendor Responsibility System (VendRep), which is administered by the Comptroller’s 
Office. The VendRep system, a longstanding centralized, online system aiming to 
support a more effective and efficient use of information in assessing vendor 
responsibility, already accomplishes the goals of this legislation.  Further, it allows 
contractors and subcontractors, many of whom are MWBE entities, to bid projects while 
awaiting for approval or reapproval under the program.  Adding another registration 
process aiming to accomplish the same end, one that also would not allow contractors 
and subcontractors to bid projects until the new registration is completed, is an 
unnecessary regulatory hurdle that will further delay the contracting process. 
 
Additionally, this legislation ignores the realities of the construction bidding process.  In 
practical terms, subcontractors often bid projects just before a bid opens, often by 
subcontractors who have an incomplete scope of the total needs of the process.  This 
legislation would also have potential negative effects on MWBE subcontractors that bid 



projects to general contractors after the general contractor has submitted their bid for a 
public or covered private contract.  Under this legislation, MWBE subcontractors who 
have not submitted their bid to a general contractor prior to the general contractor’s 
submission for a contract would be ineligible for any such contract opportunity. 
 
This legislation would create new administrative burdens on general contractors and 
subcontractors across a range of contracts that will further delay the awarding of 
contracts that are already cumbersome.  Additionally, it is likely that this legislation 
would lead to new challenges to awarded contracts, which can lead to the nullification of 
an RFP. 
 
For these reasons, we are respectfully asking that you veto S5994C (Ryan) / A1338C 
(Magnarelli). 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Todd G. Helfrich 
President and CEO 
 
 
 
 
 
CC: Karen Perischilli Keogh, Secretary to the Governor 

Elizabeth Fine, Counsel to the Governor 
Paul Ryan, Assistant Counsel to the Governor 

 


