Antarctica in Depth
CROSSING THE ANTARCTIC CIRCLE
February 10 – 21, 2020

With Dartmouth Professor Ross Virginia, Co-Distinguished Lead Scholar, Fulbright
Arctic Initiative Director, Institute of Arctic Studies, John Sloan Dickey Center for International
Understanding and Myers Family Professor of Environmental Science.
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Dear Alumni, Family, and Friends,
We invite you to join Dartmouth Professor of Environmental Science Ross Virginia and a team
of Dartmouth students on an expedition cruise below the Antarctic Circle. By flying directly to King
George Island after our pre-trip briefing in Puntas Arenas, we’ll maximize our time spent cruising
and exploring in Antarctica. As we navigate some of the Earth’s southernmost straits and islands,
we’ll have the chance to encounter Antarctica’s penguins, seals, and whales in abundance. Zodiacs
and sea kayaks will allow us to get up-close and personal with the continent, and, weather
permitting, we’ll even have the chance to spend a night camping on Antarctica.
We are on board a Canadian-operated expedition vessel, one that regularly conducts active
science in the Polar Regions. This purpose built vessel is the ideal platform for polar exploration,
affording us unique opportunities to chart a course through remote waters. The feel on board is
casual, the entertainment is the magnificent Arctic landscape all around us. With a maximum of
just 92 passengers, we have unrestricted access to all landing sites and using 10 Zodiacs, we enjoy
explorations in very small groups. Built in Finland for polar research, this ship was designed to be
exceptionally stable, maneuverable, and quiet. This is your opportunity to live like a scientist as
you experience Antarctica.

Robin K. Albing, Tu’81
Director, Lifelong Learning and Travel

Patrick Bedard
Asst. Director, Lifelong Learning and Travel

www.alumni.dartmouth.edu/travel
TRAVEL ARRANGEMENTS BY:
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Study Leader
Professor Ross Virginia
Accompanying us on this Antarctic voyage is Dartmouth College’s
Myers Family Professor of Environmental Science, professor of
environmental studies and the director of the Institute of Arctic
Studies within the John Sloan Dickey Center for International
Understanding. He will provide valuable insight into the past
and present forces shaping Greenland and this fragile region.
Growing up in snowy Syracuse, New York, Dr. Virginia read
fervently about the race to the South Pole. Today, he studies
human influences on biogeochemical cycles in terrestrial systems and has participated in analysis
of critical issues facing the Arctic and its inhabitants as a result of climate change.
In Antarctica, a portion of the McMurdo Dry Valleys has been renamed “Virginia Valley,” honoring
his lifelong efforts in conducting long-term ecological research. In October 2014, Professor Virginia
was selected by the U.S. State Department as one of two distinguished lead scholars of the newly
established Fulbright Arctic Initiative.
Your Expedition Team
The Expedition team onboard the One Ocean Voyager/Akademik Sergey Vavilov are seasoned
polar experts and naturalists committed to ensuring the safety of their guests and sharing their
eco-conscious outlook. Their expertise spans wildlife biology, ornithology, polar history, botany,
marine ecology, geology, glaciology, kayaking, and photography. Adventure Concierges attend to
your life on board with customized informal hospitality. Together the team’s enthusiasm,
knowledge, passion and competence ensure a true voyage of discovery.
Dartmouth is thrilled to be able to send a
team of students to accompany this trip.
They’ll share information about their active
research projects, discuss life at the College,
and explore Antarctica alongside our group
of Dartmouth travelers.
Pictured, right: Ross Virginia with students
Hunter Snyder, Reyn Hutten, and Francesca
Governali on the “Greenland and the Arctic
Circle” voyage, August, 2018.
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Itinerary in Detail
Monday, 10 February: Meet in
Punta Arenas, Chile
Meet at our hotel in the southern Chilean
Chilean port city of Punta Arenas on the
edge of the Strait of Magellan. Join Ross
Virginia and Dartmouth expeditioners for
a pre-voyage briefing.
Tuesday, 11 February: Fly to King
George Island
Transfer to the airport for the two-hour
flight across the Drake Passage to Antarctica
(this flight is included in the price of your
voyage). Upon arrival at King George Island,
embark our ship via Zodiac. After settling
into your cabins and exploring your new
surroundings, meet the expedition team and
fellow passengers. Excitement is in the air as
we enjoy a welcome refreshment and set sail.
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Wednesday, 12 February: Gerlache
Strait and Cuverville Island
Overnight we have navigated across the
Bransfield Strait and wake to the towering
peaks of the Antarctic continent laid out before
us. Our first objective is Cuverville Island,
situated in the Errera Channel. Venture on
shore and observe a substantial colony of
Gentoo penguins as well as nesting Imperial
cormorants. A stroll along the rocky beach
here watching the penguins come and go is a
memorable experience. The sea kayakers may
take to the water for the first time and there is
some great paddling around the island to be
enjoyed. As we navigate our way out into the
Gerlache Strait we are on our way to the
south, aiming for the Antarctic Circle.

Leopard seal
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Thursday, 13 February: Reach the
Antarctic Circle
With favorable ice conditions we hope to have
reached Matha Strait overnight and will attempt
a shore landing at Detaille Island, below the
Antarctic Circle. A now abandoned British
science station – ‘Base W’ was established
in the 1950s and is in a remarkable state of
preservation. For the history buffs this is a
fascinating place providing a glimpse into the
harsh life of early Antarctic visitors. We toast our
success on crossing the Antarctic Circle turning
our gaze northwards, viewing the spectacular
chain of glacier-covered peaks stretching as
far as the eye can see.
Overnight we have navigated north towards the
low-lying Yalour Island group. We hope to visit a
working scientific base to learn of the important
climate-related research happening here. A hike
over the snowy saddle of nearby Winter Island
allows us to stretch our legs and explore the
old British Antarctic Survey hut.
Nearby Petermann Island is home to a sizable
Adélie penguin rookery. Adélie, the smallest of
the Antarctic penguins, nest here and share the
location with Gentoo penguins and Imperial
cormorants. The view to the north of Mount
Shackleton and Mount Scott is impressive.
These towering granite sentinels mark the

southern entrance to the Lemaire Channel.
Pleneau Island offers more opportunities for
shore landings.
Just offshore in the shallow waters of the
Penola Strait, massive icebergs run aground.
Constant wind and wave action sculpt these
gargantuan chunks of ice into fantastic shapes,
revealing more shades of blue than you could
ever imagine. A Zodiac cruise here is sure to
be a voyage highlight.
Ice conditions permitting, we transit
the Lemaire Channel on our way north
towards Paradise Harbour. This may be the
first opportunity to step foot on the continent
of Antarctica itself. Nearby Neko Harbour
offers another continental landing. Both
locations offer great hiking opportunities
up to panoramic view points.
It is somewhere along this stretch of coastline
that we plan a night on shore, camping in
Antarctica. We have all the right gear and
equipment and an expert team to make it
happen – all you need is an adventurous
spirit! Camping always depends on the
weather and is never guaranteed on any
voyage. If the weather is good and site
characteristics suit our requirements, rest
assured we will always go for it. Camping

Adélie penguins
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is included, and you can decide to participate
while onboard. There is no need to pre-book.
The huge snow-covered outcrop of Danco Island
looms over the ice-choked waters and the hike
to the summit is well worth the effort for the epic
views. We navigate north through the Gerlache
Strait towards Spert Island – a little visited rocky
outcrop with remarkable geology. The island is
criss-crossed by narrow channels which makes
for fantastic Zodiac cruising and sea kayaking.
The cliffs are home to numerous nesting bird
species and we often encounter whales here.
Nearby Mikkelson Harbour also allows for
another off-ship excursion. After several busy
days of exploration along the Peninsula, we
head north, bound for the South Shetland
Islands. This is an important whale migration
corridor and we expect sightings of humpbacks,
or the resident pod of Orca that inhabit this
stretch of water.
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Tuesday, 18 February: South Shetland
Islands
The adventure includes an additional day of
exploration in the South Shetlands. Prevailing
weather conditions will dictate our landing
locations. Aitcho Island is a possibility and is a
great spot for a hike or a Zodiac cruise. There
are several other landing sites in the South
Shetland’s including Half Moon Island, or the
broad pebbly beach at Yankee Harbour, where
we sometimes encounter Weddell seals sunning
themselves. Hannah Point, with its elephant seal
colony and nesting Antarctic petrels – could also
feature. In the evening, we navigate north and
into the Drake Passage, charting a course for
South America.

Wednesday, 19 Feb – Thursday, 20
February: The Drake Passage
Educational presentations continue as we
make our way back to South America. If weather
conditions allow, we hope to make a rounding
of Cape Horn. This fabled stretch of water is
home to legendary tales of exploration and
early navigation. It is a fitting place to reflect
on a wonderful expedition. Approaching the
entrance to the Beagle Channel in early evening
light, we enjoy a special dinner attended by the
Captain of the ship.
Friday, 21 February: Arrive Ushuaia,
Argentina – Voyage Concludes
In the early morning, we arrive into Ushuaia,
Argentina. It is time to say farewell to your crew
and fellow travelers. Guests will be transported
to their hotels or to the airport for return
flights home.
Please note:
We put safety first and that means weather,
ice, wildlife, or other conditions may require us
to modify the itinerary as we go. We consider
this half the intrigue of Polar exploring. Specific
sites visited will depend on ice and weather
conditions experienced and the itinerary will
be updated throughout the voyage in order to
take advantage of favorable conditions. Arctic
exploring is not predictable which is one of the
many reasons we think it is so special.
Optional Pre-trip Extension:
Enjoy 3 nights in cosmopolitan Santiago,
Chile with a guided tour of the city and a day
out visiting wine producers in the Maipo Valley.
Optional Post-trip Extension:
Enjoy 3 nights in lively Buenos Aires,
Argentina with walking tours in colorful
neighborhoods, great art and architecture,
tango, and a day out to a traditional ranch.
Please call Worldwide Quest for all the details.
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Expedition Cost
TRIPLE SHARE

TWIN SEMI-PRIVATE

TWIN PRIVATE

SUPERIOR

SHACKLETON SUITE

ONE OCEAN SUITE

CABIN DESCRIPTION

COST PER PERSON

Deck 3, 2 lower berths, porthole, shared
bathroom, sink in cabin, approx. 9m²

US$10095

Deck 4, 2 lower berths, one compact bathroom
shared between 2 cabins, window, writing
desk and chair, approx. 106 ft2

US$12495

Decks 4 and 5, 2 lower berths, private
compact bathroom, window, writing desk
and chair, approx. 130 ft2

US$13295

Deck 3, 2 lower berths, private compact
bathroom, porthole, writing desk and chair,
approx. 172 ft2

US$13995

Deck 4 and 5, living area with sofa
convertible to bed, bedroom with double
berth, private compact bathroom, windows,
writing desk and chair, approx. 190 ft2

US$15295

Deck 5, living area with sofa convertible
to bed and large windows overlooking the
bow, bedroom with double berth with port
side window, private bathroom, writing
desk and chair, approx. 293ft2

US$16695

Singles are available in Semi-Private/Private/Superior at 1.5x and in Suites at 2x the above rates.
No single supplement applies to those willing to share. Sea Kayaking program is extra US$795 per person.
TWIN SHARE
TWIN SEMI-PRIVATE
TWIN PRIVATE
SUPERIOR
SHACKLETON SUITE
ONE OCEAN SUITE
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Expedition Cost Includes
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Comprehensive pre-voyage information package including details to help you prepare
Accommodation for 1 night in Punta Arenas
Transfers in Punta Arenas to the airport on Day 2 and from the port to the airport (or a downtown
hotel) in Ushuaia at the conclusion of your voyage on Day 12
Special charter flight from Punta Arenas (Chile) to King George Island (Antarctica) on Day 2
Shipboard accommodation in your selected cabin category with daily housekeeping. Cabins
feature outside views with windows or portholes that open on each deck
All breakfasts, lunches and dinners on board throughout your voyage with daily afternoon tea
24-hour tea, coffee, hot chocolate in bar/lounge plus in-cabin tea and coffee making facilities
Experienced Expedition Leader and professional expedition team of marine biologists,
naturalists, historians, adventure guides and photographers
Daily off-ship excursions by Zodiac boat breaking into small groups for shore landings
Guided hikes and walks on shore of various durations for guests of all abilities
Visits to wildlife colonies, historic sites, places of outstanding natural beauty and science stations
Educational presentations and talks by polar experts in their field (i.e. marine biologists,
naturalists, historians etc.) onboard or on shore
Resident photography guide available to assist all guests plus access to computers in the
multimedia lab for image downloads and management
An emergency trained medical physician onboard every voyage
Dedicated hospitality team including Hotel Manager, four chefs, professional bar staff and
Adventure Concierge staff
Onboard sauna, plunge pool, Jacuzzi and small fitness centre including massage options (charge
applies for massage and treatments)
Sea Kayaking programme available (additional charge of US$795pp) – must be reserved at the
time of booking your voyage and you must have some prior paddling experience
Access to well-stocked library full of polar reference books
End of voyage video, photos and take-home USB
Port fees and all permits to access visited areas

Not Included:
• Any international or local airfare unless otherwise specified in the voyage itinerary
• Visa and passport expenses
• Pre- or post-cruise hotel accommodation unless otherwise specified in the itinerary (or pre-arranged)
• Personal expenses on board such as alcoholic beverages, bar charges or laundry expenses
• Telecommunication charges (i.e. email, satellite phone)
• Baggage, cancellation or medical travel insurance related expenses (travel insurance is
mandatory on all voyages)
• A voluntary gratuity at the end of the voyage for expedition staff and ship crew
Group size: Maximum 92 participants
Payment Details: A non-refundable deposit of 20% of your voyage price is required to reserve a
space on this tour. Final payment is due October 15, 2019.
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Our Ship
One Ocean Voyager/Akademik Sergey Vavilov
Operated by British Columbia, Canada based One Ocean Expeditions
The Akademik Sergey Vavilov is the perfect size ship for visiting Antarctica. She carries no more than
92 passengers. This is under the maximum number of people allowed on shore (100), as mandated
by the regulatory organization for tourism activities in Antarctica (IAATO). Being under this limit, means
you will spend the maximum amount of time on shore, on EVERY single excursion. Once on shore, we
break up into smaller special interest groups, with several hiking options, perhaps a visit to a penguin
rookery, a historic site or a quiet stroll along the shoreline contemplating the magic. You decide how
your day unfolds. Your time in Antarctica is precious and we aim to maximize your experience.
Designed and built as a scientific research vessel in Finland, the Akademik Sergey Vavilov is very stable,
quiet and comfortable. Refitting and refurbishment over the last five years oriented towards her role
as an expedition cruise vessel has enhanced the comfort and calibre of the facilities aboard the ship.

Bar & Lounge

Superior Cabin
Built:
Length:
Breadth:
Draft:
Power:

1988, Rauma, Finland
384 ft.
60 ft.
20 ft.
twin engine, 5,000Kw
diesel, twin propeller
Max speed: 14.5 kts
Crew & staff: 63
Passengers: 92
Twin Private Cabin
9
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What to Expect
Level of Activity: Moderate
Suitable for those in reasonable health with capability of getting in and out of Zodiacs with close
assistance. Walks and hikes are organized into groups, each with different levels of activity. Hiking
poles are provided on board.
Weather
Daytime temperatures during our expedition will range from 32 – 40°F with an average of 16 hours
of sunlight daily.
Sea Kayaking
If you have had some previous experience, you can
sign up for a kayaking experience through some of
the world’s most beautiful polar scenery. The price
of US$795 per person for this great optional activity
includes your guide, kayaks, paddles, life jackets, dry
suits and an accompanying safety kayak and zodiac.
This sea kayaking option is subject to availability and
should be booked early. You cannot book this activity
once onboard. Please ask us for further information.
Camping in Antarctica
Spend a night on shore camping in Antarctica. Quality camping gear is provided for everyone to enjoy
this unique experience. Camping is INCLUDED in the price of your expedition. You do not need to
pre-book this activity. Sign up once onboard. NOTE: Camping is dependent on favorable weather
conditions and is not guaranteed on any voyage.
On Board
You are on board a functionally active scientific vessel designed for polar research. One of the most
enjoyable features of the One Ocean Voyager/Akademik Sergey Vavilov is the Captain’s open bridge
policy. You are welcome to spend time on the bridge – an excellent vantage point from which to enjoy
the spectacular views and observe the officers navigate the ship. Morning briefings by our Expedition
Leader keep us informed about upcoming landings and any changes to our sail plan. Evening
recap sessions review wildlife sightings and let you ask questions of our on board experts. Daily
presentations by our Expedition team will cover a range of topics including history, the environment,
marine biology, and ornithology.
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Phone and Email Access
You will be able to send and receive emails on the ship by way of a pre-purchased data card which
can be set up in advance of your arrival. This system works via satellite and the set-up fee is $30 for
the duration of your voyage, with reasonable use included. This satellite service offers basic text-only
email through a temporary account; however, it does not provide access to external websites, your
own email account, or social media sites. There is wireless service available that can connect with our
ship-based email in some areas of the ship, if you have your own laptop with wireless access, or you
can use a private workstation in the radio room. A satellite phone is also available as required. Some
travelers may choose to bring a satellite phone.
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Additional Details
Travel Insurance
As all payments are non-refundable, we urge you to ensure that you have adequate insurance
coverage should an unexpected event beyond your control require you to cancel or interrupt your
tour or travel arrangements or should the tour not be operable as per our terms and conditions.
Medical coverage with emergency evacuation insurance is mandatory. We will offer you insurance
coverage. Should you decline, you must sign a waiver and provide details of your own coverage.
Payment
We accept payments by VISA and MasterCard and by check.
Pre-departure Information
Prior to departure we will send you detailed “Preparing for your Voyage” booklet including
information on health and travel documents, a suggested packing list, and a suggested reading list.
Travel Documents
You will require a valid passport for this Expedition Cruise. Please ensure it is valid for at least six
months after the expected finish date of your voyage. No visa or reciprocity fee is required for US
passport holders.
Cancellation Policy
All payments are non-refundable. The price of your Expedition is quoted as a package. No partial
refunds or credits will be given for services not used. In the event of a cancellation, you must notify
Worldwide Quest immediately and in writing.
Terms and Conditions
For additional information about our terms and conditions, please refer to your booking form, or
the website www.worldwidequest.com/northwestpassage. All participants booking with Worldwide
Quest are covered by the terms of the Ontario Travel Industry Act (Worldwide Quest International,
Ontario - License # 2667946).

Humpback Whale
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Book this Expedition
Please contact Worldwide Quest for more information
and to book this expedition.

1-800-387-1483 | travel@worldwidequest.com
Visit alumni.dartmouth.edu/learn/alumni-travel today.

#2667946

Worldwide Quest International
491 King Street East, Toronto, ON Canada M5A 1L9

Gentoo penguin
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