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Dr. Albert Williams has his roots from down south from the beautiful town of Punta Gorda (PG), 

Belize.  He attended the Methodist primary school and Claver College in PG.  He then went to 

Saint John’s College Sixth Form (SJC) in Belize City, where he majored in mathematics and 

economics.  Dr. Williams began serving Belize right after graduation from SJC sixth form by 

returning to his high school in PG to teach mathematics to hundreds of students.  He developed a 

strong interest in helping his students to develop their potential.  Many of his students have 

continued their education and have become professionals.  They have been serving Belize and 

the wider world and have improved the standards for living for their families and themselves.  

At an early age of fourteen, Dr. Williams developed an interest in playing the guitar.  

Throughout his career, he has played his guitar.  For example, as a math teacher at Claver 

College, he regularly played his guitar for school events, including weekly mass for the students.  

After two years of teaching at Claver College, at an age of 21, he was blessed to have received a 

scholarship to study mathematics education at the University of Calgary in Alberta, Canada.  He 

completed a bachelor’s degree in education and returned home to continue serving Belize. He 

wanted a job in PG but Claver College had no opening at that time so he went to Belmopan 

Comprehensive School (BCS).  He taught mathematics there for five years.  He again touched 

the lives of hundreds of students, many of whom have continued their education to become 

professionals and leaders in Belize and other countries.  Again, he played his guitar for weekly 

Friday morning assemblies on the basketball court at BCS.  He also played his guitar at Our 

Lady of Guadalupe Church in Belmopan.  Dr. Williams continued his service to Belize as a 

highly trained mathematics teacher and a talented guitar player. 

While studying in Canada, Dr. Williams got married to his Belizean fiancée, Juana.  They had 

three children, who were all born in Belize.  

After 5 years of teaching, Dr. Williams changed his career and went to the Development Finance 

Corporation (DFC) as a project officer in the Economics and Statistics Unit.  He was still 

connected to education as he was the student loans officer.  He processed dozens of student and 

housing loans.  

Dr. Williams embraced the opportunity to continue his studies in economics by going to the 

University of Georgia to complete a masters in agricultural economics.  He returned home and 

became an agricultural economist in the Ministry of Agriculture (MOA).  In this position, he 

evaluated agricultural projects for the ministry.  He was also responsible for agricultural data 

collection and dissemination for the country.  Being a teacher at heart, he also taught courses in 

agricultural economics and agricultural management at the Belize College of Agriculture (BCA). 



After a few years, Dr. Williams returned to the University of Georgia and completed a doctoral 

degree in agricultural and applied economics and finance.  He returned to Belize and became the 

chief executive officer of the Belize Marketing Board (BMB).  In this position, he was able to 

work with about 1,500 small and large rice producers mostly from the Toledo District.  He was 

responsible for the purchasing of rice paddy and the sale of rice to the Belizean consumers.  He 

improved the quality of rice sold to Belizeans, by working closely with the Ministry of 

Agriculture, the Caribbean Agriculture Development Institute (CARDI), the rice farmers, and the 

employees at the BMB.  He wanted the cooks, especially the housewives, to spend more time 

cooking rather than ‘picking’ rice.   

During his time at the BMB, he also played his guitar at his church at Belmopan.  He played for 

weekly masses, weddings, and funerals.  He also found time to teach a few classes in economics 

and management at the University of Belize.  Again, Dr. Williams was contributing to the 

development of Belizeans at the leadership level, as an adjunct faculty at the university, and a 

musician for his community.   

After 4 years at the BMB, Dr. Williams was reassigned to the Ministry of Agriculture.  Around 

that time, his immigration application to the United States was approved.  He and his family 

migrated to the U.S. to start a different chapter in their lives.  This was an opportunity for his 

wife and children to get higher education in their fields of interest.  This goal was accomplished.  

His first job in the US was a commodity analyst at Burger King Corporation (BKC).  He 

evaluated large contracts for chicken, fish, bread, tomatoes, potatoes, etc. – all items used in the 

BKC restaurants.   

He then returned to academia and taught at several universities in South Florida.  In 2007, he 

took permanent employment at Nova Southeastern University (NSU) and is presently still there.  

He has touched the lives of thousands of students at NSU and the other universities that he has 

taught.  He always said that he did not teach economics and finance.   He taught people.  He 

continues to encourage, motivate, and care for his students.  He helps them to grow by seeing 

how they can improve their lives from the knowledge gained from his classes.  His prior 

professional career enables him to share a variety of interesting real-world examples with his 

students.  Recall that he was a high school mathematics teacher, a development banker at DFC, 

an agricultural economist at MOA, a CEO of the BMB, and an analyst at BKC.  

In the classroom, Dr. Williams can take complicated economics concepts and break them down 

so that the students can understand.  His knowledge of mathematics is a great asset.  He walks 

through all calculations done in economics and finance.  This also helps the students to learn the 

material.  His class is also very interesting as he will always bring current issues to class and 

have students discuss them with him.  This makes economics and finance more applied and 

alive!  His passion for the subject matter and his extensive knowledge make it exciting for his 

students.   

Dr. Williams is also the faculty advisor for the Graduate Business Student Association (GBSA).  

He mentors student to practice good leadership.  These students develop projects and implement 

them for the benefit of all students.  He has played an active role in the Honors College and 



speaks to new students and parents of how important it is to be in the Honors College.  He has 

also played an active role in the undergraduate and graduate recruitment initiatives by speaking 

to parent groups and potential students about his amazing university.  

Often, he provides expert opinion in finance and economics on the local television stations 

including NBC, CBS, and WPBT (PBS) in South Florida.  He is frequently a guest on Love TV 

in Belize, his country of origin.  This is a great way to give back to Belize – the sharing of 

knowledge. He considers the television audience as one big classroom of thousands of students.  

He has also been on PGTV and KREM television stations in Belize.  In addition, he plays 

original solos on his guitar for Love TV and PGTV. 

Dr. Williams and his family frequently return to Belize.  Many of his trips home to Belize 

include a few lectures at the University of Belize, mostly at the Punta Gorda campus of UB.  He 

discusses economics, corporate finance, personal finance, education, and life. These sessions are 

motivational for the students. They have the opportunity to learn from one of their own who lives 

abroad.  He has also spoken to students at the Toledo Community College and UB in Belmopan.   

Dr. Williams and his family love the outdoors, especially in Southern Belize.  He always goes 

with his cousins in PG to fish in the sea and rivers.  He also loves to visit Snake Caye to enjoy 

the sandy beach and to snorkel and enjoy the rich marine life there.    

From a business perspective, Dr. Williams has also been investing in Belize.  This has provided 

income for a few people in Belmopan, Punta Gorda, Forest Home, Emery Grove, and Blue 

Creek.   

Dr. Williams is of East Indian heritage and is actively involved in the documentation of the oral 

history of his ancestors.  He meets regularly with a group of East Indian leaders in Belize to 

work on this project.  He wants people to be respectful of each other.  He denounces the use of 

the word, Coolie, to refer to East Indian people.  

During the COVID pandemic, Dr. Williams and his wife have given donations on several 

occasions to the PG Town Board and to family and friends in Belize.   

Dr. Williams is a social scientist and has been active in research and related activities.  He has 

given over 40 presentations across South Florida and at professional meetings across the US, 

Belize, and the Bahamas.  He has co-authored more than 30 academic papers in management, 

pedagogy, psychology, finance, and economics, including a few using data from Belize.  He has 

assisted 21 students to complete their doctorate degrees by serving as chair or member of their 

doctoral dissertation committees.  

Presently, Dr. Williams is the chair of the finance and economics department at the H. Wayne 

Huizenga College of Business and Entrepreneurship at Nova Southeastern University.  He is also 

a member of the executive leadership team at the college.  In addition, he is the faculty advisor of 

the Graduate Business Student Association, where he mentors students to develop their 

leadership skills.   



Dr. Williams has received excellent teaching evaluations throughout his teaching career at NSU.  

In 2017, he won professor of the year at his business college. Also that year, he won professor of 

the year for the whole university, an achievement that few at NSU have accomplished.  He is a 

highly demanded economics and finance faculty.  Every day, he works hard to make the world a 

better place – one student at a time.  He plays his guitar in class. This adds another dimension to 

the learning experience.  Also, he ensures at all his classes know that he was originally from 

Belize and he encourages them to visit Belize.  Many have! 

Even though Dr. Williams lives in South Florida, he is committed to the development of Belize 

and shares his knowledge and other gifts with his people in Belize.  He has been serving Belize, 

while living there and from abroad.  His future plan is to continue to share his knowledge and 

other talents with Belize.  He loves Belize and is planning to retire there!   

 


