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June 30, 2020 
 
Honorable Richard E. Neal 
2309 Rayburn House Office Building 
45 Independence Avenue, SW 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Rep. Neal: 
 
On behalf of the Home Builders and Remodelers Association of Massachusetts (HBRAMA), I 
am writing to express our support for H.R. 6175, The Revitalizing Economies, Housing, And 
Businesses (REHAB) Act of 2020, and to ask you to cosponsor this vital, bipartisan legislation. 
 
The HBRAMA is the statewide trade association for the residential construction industry in 
Massachusetts with more than 1,400 member companies. Our members build single-family 
homes, townhomes and apartments. Increasingly, they are also involved in the remodeling and 
improving of existing single-family homes.  
 
Introduced by Representatives Earl Blumenauer (D-OR-3), Mike Kelly (R-PA-16), Dan Kildee 
(D-MI-5), and Darin LaHood (R-IL-18) on March 10, 2020, the REHAB Act is one of the first 
bipartisan proposals to address affordable infill development introduced in Congress. 
 
Too many of our main streets and small towns, previously struggling economically with higher 
infrastructure and rehabilitation costs, now face devastating economic consequences as a result 
of the COVID-19 pandemic. The REHAB Act will help in several important ways, including:  

• By focusing the rehabilitation of existing assets near public transportation, it will provide 
an important incentive to invest in our nation’s downtown areas and small towns while 
also supporting smarter local public investment strategies.  

• By including infrastructure upgrades in eligible project costs, it will encourage badly 
needed private investment and partnership in our public infrastructure and with the public 
sector.  

• By encouraging investment in attainable housing in walkable communities, it will 
increase the supply of housing and promote affordability now when it is needed the most, 
and;  

• By encouraging greater density and retrofitting within the existing housing stock, it will 
hasten the production of more housing units as well as greater affordable housing options, 
like accessory dwelling units. 
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This important legislation represents both a long-needed new tool for encouraging greater 
community development, inclusive neighborhood revitalization, and needed housing in the 
Commonwealth.  
 
The REHAB Act is supported by the National Association of Home Builders. It also has the 
endorsement of the National Trust for Historic Preservation, Historic Tax Credit Coalition, the 
American Planning Association, LOCUS Responsible Real Estate Developers and Investors, 
Smart Growth America, Transportation for America, International Council of Shopping Centers, 
Coalition for Smarter Transportation, American Society of Landscape Architects, and the 
National Community Stabilization Trust. 
 
I urge you to cosponsor H.R. 6175, the REHAB Act and support its inclusion in any future 
recovery and infrastructure legislation. 
 
Thank you for your consideration of our views. 
 
Respectfully, 
 

 
 
Matthew Anderson 
President 
 
C: Andrew Crane, Executive Director 
     Home Builders and Remodelers Assoc. of Western Massachusetts 
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