NY & NJ Unite at Hands Across the Sand on May 19, 2018!
On Saturday, May 19th ocean defenders
united on land and sea for the 8th annual,
international Hands Across the Sand
movement. Hands Across the Sand is a
grassroots movement that brings citizens
of the world together to show unified
opposition of fossil fuels and support for
clean energy solutions.

Clean Ocean Action worked with local Surfrider Foundation chapters, Sierra Club NJ,
Patagonia Bowery and many other local businesses and organizations to coordinate
movements at three different locations around New York and New Jersey. Thanks to
these efforts, citizens gathered on the beaches in Rockaway, NY, Bradley Beach, NJ, and
Atlantic City, NJ, where Margo Pellegrino launched her Armada for the Ocean Paddle. Her
two week journey along the water will arrive in D.C. on June 9 for March for the Ocean.
After joining hands in the driving rain and stormy seas, organizers and participants sought shelter at Rockaway Brewing
Company’s warehouse space in Arverne, NY. Patagonia provided reusable cups and set up a table to highlight their
partnerships with local enviro’s like Surfrider and Clean Ocean Action. While sipping delicious beer and chowing down on
pizza, folks were able to listen to speeches presented by representatives of the organizations that helped plan the event.

In New York, dozens of people, local environmental organizations, and Patagonia gathered on the beach to unite
hands while a few brave souls paddled out in stormy seas to hoist a banner that read “NO MORE FOSSIL FUELS”.

March for the Ocean
on June 9 with COA!

In Atlantic City, Margo Pellegrino, a longtime defender
of the ocean, launched her 18 day paddle bound for
Washington D.C. where she will participate in the March
for the Ocean on June 9th. Clean Ocean Action is proud to
have organized these wonderful events and is grateful to
all of the coordinating organizations, as well as those who
participated and braved the rough weather!

Join the American Littoral Society and Clean Ocean Action on a trip to Washington, D.C.
for the March for the Ocean on June 9, 2018. Ride with us on the “Bus for Big Blue” and
march alongside fellow ocean lovers from all over the world! Visit CleanOceanAction.org
for more information and to secure your free spot!

Approximately 700 Students get Soggy and
Sandy at Two-Day Seaside Summit
Approximately 700 5th - 8th
grade students from 29 schools
throughout Central and Northern
NJ joined scientists and volunteer
educators at Sandy Hook National
Park for Clean Ocean Action’s (COA) 30th Annual Spring
Student Summit on Wednesday, May 16, 2018 and
Thursday, May 17, 2018. Students participated in handson roundtable activities and interactive fieldtrips, with
the beaches, trails and marshes of Sandy Hook as the
classroom setting for
each day.
Students participated
in hands-on learningtable activities which included live horseshoe crabs, dune profiling, marine
debris impacts, live invertebrates identification and biology, an EnviroScape
demonstration in nonpoint source pollution, and climate change.
“It’s so inspiring to see children’s eyes light up with wonder when they see or
hold a horseshoe crab for the first time, or when they make the connection
between clean beaches and healthy habitats for wildlife. It’s at that moment
that they become stewards of their watery world, and they want to make a
difference, ” said Cindy Zipf, Executive Director of Clean Ocean Action.

Students find many Horseshoe crabs while seining the
bay, including this mating pair

Field activities included teaching students to use seine nets to collect and
identify common marine species of Sandy Hook Bay, a Botany Walk, Salt
March Adventures, Beach Sweeps, a Seaside Scavenger Hunt, Searching for
Microplastics, Birding, Fishing Techniques, and a Holly Forest Walk. Students
also participated in a special beach profiling activity highlighting the
importance of dunes in protecting coastal habitat.
Clean Ocean Action thanks
our partners who made this
event possible: Gateway
National Recreation Area
at Sandy Hook, The Marine
Academy of Science &
Technology (MAST), as well
as the individual field
trip leaders.
“There is nothing that replaces experiencing the marine environment
up close and personal
with sand , salt air and sea
critters! Clean Ocean Action
is proud to be the host of this
exciting event for 30 years, over which time tens of thousands of students
have discovered their love of the coast and its wildlife, and may have become
ocean stewards as a result. Clean Ocean Action would like to thank the Park
Service for its continued support, MAST faculty and its amazing students
who serve as peer leaders, the many diverse presenters from New Jersey’s
environmental community and, especially, the teachers and their students
who appreciate and continue to support outdoor environmental education
in New Jersey,” said Amanda Wheeler, COA’s Volunteer and Education
Coordinator.
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Mark Your Calendars!
June 26th, Sea Bright, NJ – Stay tuned for more details!

Beer & Bands Fundraiser
at Beach Haus Brewery

July 14th, 6:00pm – 10:00pm
Stay tuned for details and bands!
September 15th, Asbury Park, NJ
Keep an eye out for launch of
registration page!

Stella Bujold (left) was named “Top Dog” at the 2017
Sandy Paws for raising the most funds for clean water

March for the Ocean

June 9, Washington, D.C.

Tributes
In Memory of:

Barbara Woolson Dillon
Delores and Samuel Karinja
Carol Anne Ross

In Honor of:

Happy Birthday, Chris Lazewski

crafts!
Join the American Littoral Society and Clean Ocean Action on a trip to
Washington, D.C. for the March for the Ocean on June 9, 2018. Ride with
us on our “Bus for Big Blue” and march alongside fellow ocean lovers from
all over the world! Visit CleanOceanAction.org to secure your free spot!

If that’s not bad enough, the DEIS:
• Fails to document a need for the “incremental” increase of natural gas.
• Fails to fairly review alternatives including energy efficiency, conservation or renewables.
• Includes loopy logic that states alternatives are not viable because they will not meet the project’s purpose
of supplying natural gas to NY.
It is also very troubling that it has the potential to serve as a conduit for an offshore Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) facility.
Remember, the natural gas industry tried to tie a LNG port to this pipeline system once before with Port Ambrose. NESE would
double the pipeline capacity in the ocean, and with overseas gas prices more than double US prices that would be too tempting
for greedy fossil fuel companies to ignore. Call Governor Murphy (609)292-6000 or Cuomo (518)474-8390 and tell them to deny
all permits that would enable this pipeline!

Fundraising Event at AB Fitness

COA Sandy Paws Date Confirmed!

•
•
•
•

Williams Transco’s Northeast Supply Enhancement
Project (NESA) is a proposed natural gas pipeline
running from Pennsylvania to offshore New York that
will be a nightmare for the environment today and for
future generations. As an additional loop to an
existing pipeline, the project would supposedly bring
only an “incremental” amount natural gas to Long
Island. From the Draft Environmental Impact
Statement (DEIS) reviewed by COA, it is clear that the
pipeline will result in:
Ripping-up of over almost 24 miles of bay, estuary, and ocean habitat.
Re-suspension of over 800,000 tons of sediments, which will re-contaminate the estuary.
Pumping of thousands of cubic yards of unidentified drilling fluids and cuttings into the bay.
More hydro-fracking in the nearby Utica and Marcellus Shale regions.

Support COA through a donation
to the Tribute program or shop
AmazonSmile and choose COA!

NJ is Ditching Single-Use Plastic,Town by Town in 2018!
On May 22, 2018, Monmouth Beach passed the most comprehensive plastic ban in the nation! Bags, straws and containers are
banned starting on June 1st! Below is a list of other plastic ban initiatives taking place across New Jersey:
Fees or Bans
Monmouth Beach: Plastic Bag Ban effective June 2018
Teaneck: 5 cents Plastic Bag Fee – also urges state to pass
statewide law. Initiated by local Girl Scout Troop. Took two years,
effective July 2018
Longport: 10 cents Paper and Plastic Fee went into effect
December 2015
Long Beach: Plastic Bag Ban Fee for paper effective May 2018
Ventnor: 5 cents fee effective October 2018. Also, Mary Wilding
of the Long Beach Island Garden Club is helping to lead an island
wide initiative against single use plastics.
Pending:
Stafford Township: on hold
Point Pleasant Beach: Final vote May 15

PROGRAMS AND EVENTS

SCIENCE

Sandy Paws Dog Walk Fur Clean Water Returns to the
Asbury Boardwalk on September 15!

Springing into Summer with Rally for the Navesink

Spencer Munson, Program and Resource Coordinator, Programs@CleanOceanAction.org

Mark your calendars! Clean Ocean
Action’s Sandy Paws is coming back
to Asbury Park and other satellite
locations on September 15th! Grab
your favorite furry friend and join us
as we walk ‘fur’ clean water.
Stay tuned for the launch of the
registration page in early June and
in the meantime check out our
Instagram account: @coa_sandypaws.
This is a really run event - committee
members are needed and welcome!
Contact Spencer at programs@
cleanoceanaction.org to learn more.

That’s a wrap on the 3rd Annual Run the Hook!
On Sunday, May 13th the small and the tall came
to Sandy Hook for a race to “keep our oceans
wild & pollution free”! This year the event sold
out with over 1500 runners participating in the
5K or 10K race. The race served as a fantastic
way to spend Mother’s Day as fathers, mothers,
sons and daughters not only ran but also raised
money and awareness for our ever nurturing
Mother Ocean.
Clean Ocean Action was so inspired to see all
the participants, spectators and volunteers on
the dreary day in May. Special thanks to race
coordinator, Joey Garafalo for supporting COA.
This year’s event raised an incredible $6,000! Those vital funds will help COA continue in its
mission to protect our ocean and coastal waterways so future generations may enjoy it wild and
free! If you are interested in getting involved in next year’s race please go to runthehooknj.com
for more information!

Hawaii’s Proposed Legislation to Protect Coral Reefs
COA on Fox News Prime Time TV
The state of Hawaii recently passed legislation
SB2571, which if signed into law by the Governor,
will prohibit the sale of sunscreens and personal
sun care protection products containing two
chemicals - oxybenzone and octinoxate. These
two chemicals are harmful to Hawaii’s marine
ecosystems including its coral reefs that protect
hundreds of miles of shoreline.
Some deleterious effects of these two chemicals
include: mortality of growing corals, bleaching of
coral reefs, endrocrine disruption and embryonic
deformities in marine organisms and mammals. These chemicals enter and damage the marine
environment due to being washed off swimmers and other beach goers.
If SB2471 is signed by the Governor, this Act will take effect on Jan 01, 2019. The state of Hawaii
will become the first in the nation to address the harmful impacts of oxybenzone and octinoxate
to coral reefs and marine life. Fox News TV immediately contacted Clean Ocean Action to hear
about COA’s thoughts on this issue. On behalf of COA, Staff Scientist Dr. Swarna Muthukrishnan
concurred that these two chemicals indeed are harmful and should be avoided by choosing to
use alternatives that pose less risk to the marine environment.

Swarna Muthukrishnan, PhD, Staff Scientist; Science@CleanOceanAction.org
Alison McCarthy, Watershed Protection Coordinator; Outreach@CleanOceanAction.org

On May 24th, local citizens and supporters
attended a public meeting at Bingham Hall
in Rumson to learn about the many exciting
summer programs focused on restoring and
protecting the Navesink River.
Captain Al Modjeski from American Littoral
Society spoke about the latest on Operation
Oyster, their initiative to investigate native
oyster populations in the Navesink, as well as
their other restoration programs.
Also on the agenda was Mike Danko from NJ
Sea Grant Consortium. He discussed the NJ
Clean Vessel Act Program, which provides funds
for marinas to install pump-outs to properly
dispose of vessel-generated sewage.

OUTREACH & EDUCATION

Amanda Wheeler, Volunteer & Education Coordinator; Citizens@CleanOceanAction.org

Summer Vacation brings Be the Sea Change to Local
Libraries and Summer Camps
School will close soon and the Be the Sea
Change program will be moving to some fun
summer venues for kids, including local public
libraries and summer camps! If you are interested
in more information to share with your local
library or your child’s summer camp, please
contact Katy, the Sea Change coordinator at
Coastal@cleanoceanaction.org. Check our
Facebook page for information about upcoming
local library presentations.
Nearly 600 students reached so far in 2018
through COA’s Be the Sea Change program!

Smooth Sailing to Tory Woods!

Various Rally for the Navesink Alliance
members also shared updates on their ongoing
initiatives and programs.

Make a Difference with Your Company
Corporate Beach Sweep Dates are available in July & August

Application and available cleanup dates for the program held at Sandy Hook can be found at
CleanOceanAction.org or contact Spencer at programs@CleanOceanAction.org.

Enjoy an Ocean-Friendly Summer with
Environmentally-friendly tips
Summer is almost here! Beaches are set to “officially”
open for the season on Memorial Day weekend! As
you are busy planning and packing for your next
waterfront/beach getaways, here are a few tips to
leave ocean-friendly footprints on the sand.
Reduce your waste generation and avoid littering the
beach and waterways. Now is the time to show that
you care!
• Reduce, Reuse, and Recycle! Stay away from
single-use plastics. They are a menace to the
environment, marine life, and a public health risk!
• Stop contaminants from washing into stormwater
systems – it’s the single largest contributor of water
quality problems. Eliminate lawn and garden chemicals including fertilizers.
• Be sure your car is not leaking oil or other fluids onto pavements and use a car wash.
• Never put anything in a storm-drain.
• Pick up your pet’s waste and dispose appropriately! Bacteria from pet waste
contaminate our rivers and oceans, and are harmful to public health.
• Share these steps with friends and family for a splashing fun and water-healthy
summer!How Safe is your waterway/beach?
Clean Ocean Action will follow NJDEP’s recreational beach water quality monitoring program
from mid-May to mid-September. COA’s Facebook page will be updated every week with
NJDEP’s monitoring result on water quality, beach advisories or closings, if any, and additional
updates that affect beachgoers.

After over 4 years with COA Tory has migrated west to follow her passion for
mountains and to start a new position in Colorado. Tory’s enthusiasm and
special knack for networking and “connecting the drops” made a big splash
here that will continue to make waves for the ocean. At her farewell shindig,
COA staff presented her with a Patagonia back-back complete with COA logo
and filled with camping essentials from the COA crew. We wish her all the
best as she takes to hiking in the Rocky Mountains and continuing her journey
by working in Denver. COA is thrilled to announce that Spencer Munson will be
stepping up and taking on the position of Resource and Events Coordinator.
His time working with Tory provides the spring board to be fabulous.

The First Wave of Summer Interns are Here!
The fist wave of COA
Summer Interns are
here! Please join us in
welcoming (from left):
Colin Littlefield,
Marketing and
Communications Intern;
Erin Dolan, Marine
Debris Intern; Emma
Wulfhorst, Outreach
and Development
Intern; and Mickey
Schluter, Business Intern

