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Follow COA on Social Media For Ocean Updates!

Check out COA’s blog and social media for staff tips on reducing single-use plastics!

Premier Restaurant Family Jumps
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Mark Your Calendars!
Alex and Ani Charity by Design
August 24th, 6pm-8pm
Freehold Mall, Freehold, NJ

Lusty Lobster’s Weekly Special’s for the Month of August
Head over to Lusty Lobster this August for some of the finest and
freshest seafood in the state. Lusty Lobster will be hosting a weekly
special and will donate the proceeds from their specials to Clean
Ocean Action. 88 Bay Ave, Highlands, NJ

Surf Night at the Beach Haus Brewery
Saturday, August 25th , 4pm-10pm
801 Main St., Belmar, NJ

COA Sandy Paws Dog Walk Fur Clean Water
September 15th, Asbury Park Boardwalk, NJ

FREE Screenings of A Plastic Ocean on LBI!
August 15, 8pm

Farias Surf & Sport, 2800 Long Beach Blvd, Long Beach Island, NJ

October 20, 12:30pm

Ship Bottom Firehouse, 2006 Central Ave, Ship Bottom, NJ

Be the Sea Change Library Storytime
August 1, 4:15pm-5:15pm

Ocean Township Public Library, 701 Deal Rd., Ocean Township, NJ

August 16, 3:30pm-4:40pm
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Tributes
In Memory of:

William Caldwell and his love of the ocean
Barbara Woolson Dillon
Grady (Sandy) Fitzgerald
Delores and Samuel Karinja
Jean Kushner
Albert McNamara
Carol Anne Ross
Michael
Aunt Liz Zegar

Clean Ocean Action (COA) and the McLoone’s family of 11
restaurants are excited to announce the launch of a
Restaurant Plastic Reduction Initiative. COA will be
embarking on this initiative with Tim and Beth McLoone
and their team in an effort to cure the plastic pollution
epidemic that is plaguing our oceans. COA’s team is
working with management at The Rum Runner restaurant in
Sea Bright, the pilot restaurant for the entire program,
although all restaurants have gone plastic straw free and
straws upon request. The initiative will first analyze and
audit the current plastic items in the restaurant before
moving forward with implementation of a plastic-reduction
model. The core focus of this program is to implement
incremental,
sustainable changes
that will ultimately
lead to a future free of
disposable
plastics. Tim and
Beth McLoone have
chosen to initiate the
campaign as a result of
increased awareness of
plastic’s threat to the
ocean, marine life and
public health. If you
are interested, please
contact ZKarvelas@
cleanoceanaction.org.

In recent weeks, the straw movement has gained
momentum in cities, such as Seattle, and with corporate
giants, such as Starbucks, all
vowing to ditch single-use
plastic straws. Seattle, the
first city in the United States
to prohibit the sale of singleuse plastic straws and
utensils, set the tone for
cities across the country.
Since then, other large
businesses and companies, as
well as municipalities, towns,
cities and even states are now
taking the pledge to skip the
straw. With nearly 500 million straws used daily in the
United States, it seems like these bans could curb a huge
portion of the environmental issues we face. While straws
are a big piece of the plastic pollution puzzle, they are just
the start.

Plastic Bag Fee Update

The New Jersey State
Legislature passed a
plastic bag bill (A3267/
S2600), but it only
sets a 5-cent fee on all
single-use plastic and
paper bags throughout
the Garden State. We
are urging Governor Murphy to veto and fix it with actions
that will truly make a difference. They include:
•
•
•
•

In Honor of:

Caryn Berman and Brian Thompson’s Wedding
Kate Greeley’s Birthday
Burt Klein’s 90th Birthday and his love of fishing off the Jersey Coast
Frank Montecalvo’s 60th Birthday
Alexandra Lexi Reynolds’ Birthday

Support COA through the Tribute program or shop
AmazonSmile and choose COA!

Straws Beginning to
Bend to People’s Will

•
NJ’s beaches will now be smoke free! On Friday, July 20, 2018 Governor Murphy signed
a bill that will ban smoking on NJ beaches. At the press conference in Long Branch, NJ
Governor Murphy highlighted COA’s Beach Sweeps data which included 29,008 cigarette
filters found on NJ beaches in just six hours.

Phasing-out and banning bags by 2020-2021
Protecting towns that want or have strong laws
Charging 10-cent fee on all other bags
Dedicate the generated funds to help reduce litter
and lead in drinking water
Requiring enforcement of and education about the law

Call Governor Murphy at 609-292-6000 and urge him to veto
and fix A3267/S2600.

Freehold Public Library, 18 E. Main Street, Freehold, NJ
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PROGRAMS AND EVENTS

Spencer Munson, Resource and Event Coordinator, Programs@CleanOceanAction.org

The Last Straw: COA on News 12 NJ!
News 12 NJ’s Jim Murdoch interview COA’s Watershed
and Protection Coordinator, Alison McCarthy, on July 13
for a story on straws before heading over to McLoone’s
to interview Tim McLoone on the premier family of
restaurants’ Plastic Reduction partnership with COA.
To view a video of the story, visit COA’s blog.

COA in Charity Navigator’s Top Ten Tuesday!
Waves of thanks to Charity Navigator for listing COA as #1 in the July
10th edition of “Top Ten Tuesday: Protecting & Defending Our Oceans”!
Charity Navigator is the nation’s largest and most utilized evaluator of
charities. The ratings are based on Financial Health and Accountability
& Transparency. COA is proud to have a 4-Star rating. Visit COA’s Blog,
Facebook or Twitter pages to view the article and consider supporting a
healthy ocean by making a donation.

Citizen Spotlight: Tribute Program

SCIENCE

Amanda Wheeler, Volunteer & Education Coordinator; Citizens@CleanOceanAction.org

Jellyfish and Turtles and Pathogens in July, Oh My!

Cool Watershed Mindfulness for the Hot Summer

Rally for the waterways July 26th meeting
focused on invasive and local critters. Dr. Paul
Bologna, Director of Marine Biology and Coastal
Sciences at Montclair State University, spoke
about clinging jellyfish in the Shrewsbury River
and other estuaries throughout the state. These
tiny, non-native jellyfish with a painful sting
were first found in New Jersey waters in 2016
and were once again spotted this summer in the
Shrewsbury and Metedeconk Rivers, as well as
Barnegat Bay.
The meeting also featured local residents of the
Jersey shore: Northern Diamondback Terrapins.
Michael Haughwout, a biology teacher at Rumson
Fair Haven High School, is working with colleagues and students to learn more about terrapin
populations in the Navesink and Shrewsbury River watersheds. Finally, an overview of year two
of the Navesink River Ambient Source Track Down Program and the recently initiated IDEXX
study was provided by COA’s Staff Scientist Dr. Swarna Muthukrishnan.

Kids up and down the Jersey Shore
are having fun indoors and out this
summer while learning to be clean
ocean advocates! Campers at Horizons
Enrichment Camp at Rumson Country Day
School learned about the animals and
eco-systems of the Navesink watershed
by playing the Watershed Mindfulness
Matching Game, a collaborative project
between the Rumson Garden Club and
the students and faculty at Rumson-Fair
Haven High School. A special thank you
goes to the staff, high school student
counselors and the campers at Horizons
for inviting Clean Ocean Action to share this fun game. For more information about
this project, contact AWheeler@cleanoceanaction.org.

On July 19, 2018, COA’s Staff Scientist, Dr. Swarna
Muthukrishnan attended the annual member meeting of
Jersey Water Works, which is a statewide collaborative of
diverse organizations and individuals working toward the
common goal of transforming and improving New Jersey’s
water infrastructure. During the round table discussion,
Swarna shared details about COA’s Rally for the Navesink
program and explained how the fundamental goal of the
Rally reflects JWW”s “one water” theme.

IDEXX Pathogen Monitoring Study Kicks Off

Left: Waves of thanks to Katie Greeley for hosting a birthday party benefiting COA on June 30th.
Happy Birthday Katie!
Right: Long time friends of COA, Caryn Berman and Brian Thompson (pictured above on their
honeymoon in Italy) generously made COA one of the beneficiaries of their wedding.
Congratulations to the happy couple!

Good Folk Supper Club
Benefit at Water Witch Club
On Saturday, July 21, 2018 Beth Herbruck
hosted a fabulous Good Folk Supper Club event
supporting COA at the Water Witch Club at
Monmouth Hills in Highlands, NJ. Beth put on
such an
amazing
event
along
with Chef
Cesare De
Chellis,
B2 Bistro
and Opici Wines. Cindy Zipf spoke on efforts to clean up
our waterways while Matty Gregg & Scott Lennox of Forty
North Oyster Farms and Barnegat Oyster Collective spoke
to the importance of NJ’s aquaculture and the future of
sustainable seafood.
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OUTREACH & EDUCATION

Swarna Muthukrishnan, PhD, Staff Scientist; Science@CleanOceanAction.org
Alison McCarthy, Watershed Protection Coordinator; Outreach@CleanOceanAction.org

In May’s Clean Ocean Advocate we announced
that COA received an Equipment Loan Grant from
the EPA Region II Citizen Science Program. The
purpose of the equipment loan grant is to evaluate
EPA’s recommended IDEXX testing method for
ambient pathogen monitoring and compare it
simultaneously with the ongoing COA-NJDEP1600
method for ambient pathogen monitoring. The goal
is to validate the IDEXX method for NJ monitoring.
COA Staff Scientist Dr. Swarna Muthukrishnan and
Coastal Watershed Protection Coordinator Alison
McCarthy attended an IDEXX methodology training
session provided by EPA in May. On July 11, 2018 COA conducted the first round of citizensampling using the IDEXX equipment which was successful (see photo).
Samples were analyzed for enterococcus by Dr. Muthukrishnan in the lab-space provided by
NJ SeaGrant. The waste will be appropriately autoclaved and disposed, thanks to support of
the Biology Department at Brookdale Community College. In our effort to be sustainable,
gloves and bags will be recycled through the zero waste recycling program of Terracycle. This
collaborative research/monitoring is made possible through the in-kind support from NJDEP,
NJSeaGrant, Brookdale Community College, Terracycle, and NOAA.
At press time, there was a major garbage wash-up on
the Jersey Shore following a storm, which served as an
unwelcome reminder to the days when such incidents
were a regular occurrence. COA is monitoring the story. Check
COA’s Facebook and Twitter pages for updates.

Zack Karvelas, D.W. Bennett Fellow for Coastal Advocacy, ZKarvelas@CleanOceanAction.org

COA spent a beautiful afternoon sharing Beach
Sweeps data and lessons with the Barnegat Bay
Day participants at the amazing Long Beach Island
Foundation of the Arts and Sciences. It was a great
day of bay and ocean love in a glorious setting. Thanks
to Alliance for a Living Ocean and all the local groups
for hosting and participating in this fun environmental
event each year.

Back-to-School with Clean Ocean Action
As days begin to shorten, a new school year is
imminent which marks a wonderful opportunity
for children and parents alike to green their daily
school days.
Follow these tips to minimize your environmental
impact during the school year:
• Purchase sustainable supplies.
• Buy 100% recycled paper.
• Wrap books in recycled paper.
• Limit or eliminate the use of plastic bags.
• Pack lunch in an eco-friendly, re-usable container or in paper lunch bags.
• Use a refillable, BPA-free water bottle.
• Buy second hand back-to-school clothes.
• Consider re-using your backpack from last year.
• Walk, bike, or carpool to school.
• Don’t idle car in front of school or bus stop.
• Get involved by joining your school’s environmental club or organization.
COA’s newest intern, Sierra Byrne, has a passion for
the ocean that runs deep! As a student at the Marine
Academy of Science and Technology, she served as the
Beach Sweeps Student Coordinator on Sandy Hook while
conducting microplastics research during her senior year.
Sierra returned to COA this summer as Marine Debris
Intern, where she assists with the Corporate Beach Sweeps
Program by providing educational activities for volunteers
and compiling data while also helping with preparation for
the Fall Beach Sweeps. Sierra is a rising sophomore at the
University of California San Diego, where she is pursuing a
degree in Ocean and Atmospheric Science.
To view highlights of all summer interns, visit our blog!

7/25/2018 5:12:20 PM

