2019 Legislative Session Summary
The Children’s Advocacy Alliance (CAA) serves as an independent voice for
Nevada’s children and families – dedicated to achieving public policy wins in the
areas of child safety, health, and school readiness. This legislative session, we
worked diligently across party lines to propose a legislative agenda focused on
creating lasting change in child welfare, juvenile justice, early childhood education,
and health care. CAA had a full-time lobbyist in Carson City for the second time,
allowing us to advocate for a broad spectrum of policies affecting Nevada’s children
and families. In total, the Children’s Advocacy Alliance lead the efforts to pass many
unique pieces of legislation and offered support on many other proposed bills and
budgets. In total, the Children’s Advocacy Alliance had 17 bills, they supported or
led, signed into law and another 7 bills that received sponsorship but did not become
legislation. These bills all focused on improving outcomes related to Nevada’s
children and families in our four issue areas School Readiness, Children’s Health,
Children’s Safety, and Economic Well-being.

Issue Area

Total Number of Bills

Bills Signed Into Law

School Readiness

6

3

Children’s Health

7

4

Children’s Safety

6

6

Economic Well-being

5

4

Bill
Number

Sponsor (Legislator Leading the
bill)

What it means for Nevada’s
Children & Families

School Readiness
Assembly
Bill 234
Assemblywoman
Monroe-Moreno

Assembly Bill 234, as passed, requires
the Nevada Division of Welfare and
Supportive Services to work to increase
the amount of child care providers
willing and able to care for children with
a documented disability. Additionally,
the bill allows for parents currently
receiving subsidy assistance to
continue receiving the assistance if they
return to school.

Senate Bill
444

Senator
Woodhouse

Senate Bill
84

Senator
Woodhouse

Senate Bill 84, as passed, allows for
and provides guidance to the
Department of Education to oversee
and manage the Nevada State Pre-k
program.

Assembly
Bill 346

Assemblywoman
Gorelow

Assembly Bill 346 would have allowed
for individuals with previous marijuana
drug convictions to work at a child care
facility, assuming they passed a
background check. The bill also made
changes to allow contracted workers
with background checks to be left alone
with children at child care centers.

Assembly
Bill 253

Assemblywoman
Munk

Assembly Bill 253 would have made an
appropriation of $8 million to expand
the state’s preschool infrastructure by
building more classrooms, purchasing
equipment and providing grants to
preschool teachers.

Assembly
Bill 194

Assemblywoman
Tolles

Senate Bill 444, if passed, would have
allowed for an additional 1,500 children
to attend preschool.

Assembly Bill 194 added an additional
member who is a representative of the
pediatric mental, physical or behavioral
health care industry to the Early
Childhood Advisory Council.

Passed/
Failed
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Sponsor (Legislator Leading the
bill)

What it means for Nevada’s
Children & Families

Children’s Health
Senate Bill
90

Senator Spearman
(Interim Committee
on Health Care)

Senate Bill 90, as enrolled, updated the
reporting requirements regarding the
amount of levels of lead in the blood of
a child and created the diapering
resource account.

Senate Bill
200

Senator Spearman

Assembly
Bill 326

Assemblyman
McCurdy II

Senate Bill
198

Senator Scheible

Senate Bill 198, as enrolled, requires the
State of Nevada to collect data
regarding the reasons why children are
losing Medicaid coverage in a 12 month
period

Senate Bill
203

Senator Spearman

Senate Bill 203 requires the Department
of Health and Human Services to
establish to establish a program to
negotiate discounts and rebates for
hearing devices and related costs for
children in this State who are deaf or
hard of hearing on behalf of public and
private insurers and develop and
administer a program to provide hearing
devices to children under the age of 13
who are living in a household under
400% of the Federal Poverty
Guidelines.

Assembly
Bill 144

Assemblywoman
Juaregui

Assembly
Bill 187

Assemblywoman
Speigel

Senate Bill 200 would have required all
insurance providers in the state to cover
hearing devices for children.

Assembly Bill 326, allows for qualified
businesses to receive a tax credit if they
provide fresh food to individuals living in
food deserts or with limited access to
fresh food.

Assembly Bill 144 would have removed
the sales tax on diapers.

Assembly Bill 187 would have required
children to wear safety helmets when
riding a bicycle, skateboard, tricycle, or
similar device.

Passed/
Failed
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Children’s Safety
Assembly
Bill 111

Assemblywoman
Monroe-Moreno
(Interim Committee
on Child Welfare
and Juvenile
Justice)

Assembly
Bill 498

Assemblywoman
Monroe-Moreno
(Interim Committee
on Child Welfare
and Juvenile
Justice)

Assembly
Bill 150

Assemblywoman
Monroe-Moreno
(Interim Committee
on Child Welfare
and Juvenile
Justice)

Assembly
Bill 439

Assemblyman
Yeager (Committee
on Judiciary)

Senate Bill
147

Assemblyman
Thompson (Interim
Committee on
Education)

Senate Bill
80

Assemblyman
Thompson (Interim
Committee on
Education)

Assembly Bill 111 appropriated
$200,000 to conduct a study
concerning the ways Nevada can
maximize the amount of federal funding
the state receives to support our Child
Welfare System.

Assembly Bill 498 expanded the
amount of resources fictive kin
providers are eligible to receive in order
to help raise and support foster children
in their care.

Assembly Bill 150 requires the state to
conduct an analysis of independent
living programs currently utilized in
Nevada and in other states throughout
the nation to best improve outcomes for
Nevada’s youth.

Assembly Bill 439 removed all the fees
assessed to children and their families
when interacting with the Juvenile
Justice System in Nevada.

Senate Bill 147 provides additional
resources and the ability to adjust
educational requirements for children
who are homeless, unaccompanied, or
in foster care.

Senate Bill 80 created the Handle with
Care Program in Nevada which
provides additional support for children
at school who have experienced a
traumatic or life changing event in their
life.

Passed/
Failed
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Economic Well-being
Assembly
Joint
Resolution
6

Assemblyman
Thompson

Senate Bill
190

Senator
Woodhouse

Senate Bill
312

Senator
Woodhouse

Assembly
Bill 456

Assemblyman
Frierson

Senate Bill
504

Governor Sisolak

Assembly Joint Resolution 6 urged
Congress to remove the citizenship
question from the upcoming 2020
Census.
Senate Bill 190 would have created the
2020 Census Coalition. Although this
bill died, Governor Sisolak signed an
executive order creating a similar
census coalition.
Requires businesses with 50 or more
employees to provide paid sick leave to
their employees.

Increases the state minimum wage to
$12 an hour by July 1, 2024.

Senate Bill 504 appropriated $5 million
for the state to conduct outreach and
educational activities to increase
participation in the upcoming 2020
Census.

Passed/
Failed

