
April 22, 2021 
10 Iyar 5781 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
More than a year ago, several members of our community began the process of bringing Hatzalah, the foremost 
volunteer ambulance service in the world, to our community of West Orange and Livingston.  As we collectively 
faced the challenges of the pandemic -- more than ever, the timing is right.  Over the past decade, our community 
has realized unprecedented growth, and demand for additional services, including Hatzalah, has grown as 
well.  This year has certainly highlighted how crucial emergency medical services can be, as they can often mean 
the difference between life and death.   
 
For those of you not yet familiar, Hatzalah is saving lives daily.  Comprised of emergency medical technicians, 
paramedics, MDs, and dispatchers, volunteers are on call 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, 365 days a year, ready 
and capable of answering and responding to emergency calls within minutes. 
 
The success of launching Hatzalah is due in no small part to the efforts of community members and veteran 
Hatzalah paramedic Ilan Rosenrauch, together with EMTs Shael Sokolowski, Matthew Lipman, and Josh 
Commer.  In recent months, they have worked closely with both shul leadership, and local officials, securing the 
support needed to move forward.  
 
The newly formed West Orange-Livingston branch will be made up of our own community members trained to 
provide pre-hospital emergency medical care and transportation to anyone who needs it at no cost.  To date, we 
have over 20 EMTs enlisted, including longtime Hatzalah members as well as newly trained EMTs. These 
volunteers are prepared to put their own lives on pause to respond to emergency calls, often leaving their 
families, jobs, Shabbat meals, family events, and warm beds to help someone in need.   
 
In addition to their life-saving emergency response, Hatzalah will also offer free CPR and First Aid training to the 
entire community on an on-going basis. 
 
Unlike other foundational elements of a community such as the eruv and the mikvah, quite frankly, we hope that 
you should never need to call Hatzalah.  The notion and comfort that they will be here – for us – is not something 
to be taken for granted; simply put, Hatzalah saves lives.  We feel fortunate that our community will soon be 
blessed by the presence of Hatzalah.  
 
To meet the goal of beginning to provide lifesaving Hatzalah services this summer, we ask everyone to 
come together as one - דחא בלּב דחא שיאכ  - to provide your support. Whether you volunteer or provide 
financial support, please be there for them, so that they can be there for us.  
 
Tax-deductible contributions can be made online at www.hatzalahwol.org or by check to Friends of Hatzalah of 
West Orange-Livingston at: P.O. Box 245 West Orange, NJ 07052. To discuss dedication opportunities, please 
email donors@hatzalahwol.org 
 
Please join us in wishing the Hatzalah team hatzlacha as they IY”H serve our community for many years to come. 
 
Warmly, 
 
Rabbi Zalman Grossbaum, The Friendship Circle 
Rabbi Mendy Kasowitz, Chabad West Orange 
Rabbi Samuel Klibanoff, Congregation Etz Chaim 
Rabbi Elie Mischel, Synagogue of the Suburban Torah Center 
Rabbi Eliezer Rubin, JKHA/RKYHS 
Rabbi Yosef Sharbat, Congregation AABJ&D 
Rabbi Marc Spivak, Congregation Ohr Torah 
Rabbi Avrohom Stone, Congregation Bnei Torah 
Rabbi Eliezer Zwickler, Congregation AABJ&D 


