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October 7, 2016

Tamara Syrek-Jensen, JD
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Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services
7500 Security Blvd.

Mailstop S3-02-01

Baltimore, MD 21244

tamara.syrekjensen @cms.hhs.gov

Cheryl Gilbreath, PharmD, MBA, RPh
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services
7500 Security Blvd.

Baltimore, MD 21244
Cheryl.gilbreath@cms.hhs.gov

Re: National Coverage Analysis (NCA) for Percutaneous Image-guided Lumbar
Decompression for Lumbar Spinal Stenosis (CAG-00433R)

Dear Ms. Syrek-Jensen and Ms. Gilbreath:

On behalf of the Board of Directors of the American Society of Interventional Pain Physicians
(ASIPP) and 51 state societies including Puerto Rico, and the membership of all these societies,
we appreciate the opportunity to comment on the Proposed Decision Memorandum for
Percutaneous Image-guided Lumbar Decompression (PILD).

We are disappointed and oppose the proposed extension of Coverage with Evidence Development
(CED) and the introduction of new requirements for coverage. The recently completed CMS-
approved study (MiDAS ENCORE") fulfilled the original requirements for CED as stated in the
Decision Memo for Percutaneous Image-guided Lumbar Decompression for Lumbar Spinal
Stenosis (CAG-00433N). The results of this study and the existing body of literature clearly
establish mild® as reasonable and medically necessary. Efficacy and safety are comparable or
exceed currently covered surgical, interventional, and conservative therapies. As such,
unrestricted coverage without the need for additional studies under CED should be granted. We
therefore respectfully request that you change your draft coverage policy on PILD to a final
coverage policy that grants full coverage for the mild® procedure without the requirement of
doing another study. Not reversing this illogical and inappropriate decision is deleterious to
patient access and investment in innovations.

! Benyamin RM, Staats, MiDAS Encore I. MILD® is an effective treatment for lumbar spinal stenosis with
neurogenic claudication: MiDAS ENCORE randomized controlled trial. Pain Physician 2016; 19:229-242.



Interventional pain management is defined as the discipline of medicine devoted to the diagnosis
and treatment of pain-related disorders principally with the application of interventional
techniques in managing subacute, chronic, persistent, and intractable pain, independently or in
conjunction with other modalities of treatment.”

Interventional pain management techniques are minimally invasive procedures including
percutaneous precision needle placement, with placement of drugs in targeted areas or ablation of
targeted nerves; and some surgical techniques such as laser or endoscopic diskectomy, intrathecal
infusion pumps and spinal cord stimulators, for the diagnosis and management of chronic,
persistent, or intractable pain.’

ASIPP is a not-for-profit professional organization founded in 1998 now comprising over 4,500
interventional pain physicians and other practitioners who are dedicated to ensuring safe,
appropriate, and equal access to essential pain management services for patients across the
country suffering with chronic and acute pain. There are approximately 8,500 appropriately
trained and qualified physicians practicing interventional pain management in the United States.

We are commenting on all relevant issues as follows:

. The mild® Procedure has Fulfilled the Original CED Requirements
The Medicare National Coverage Determinations Manual Chapter 1, Part 2 Section
150.13 — Percutaneous Image-guided Lumbar Decompression (PILD) for Lumbar Spinal
Stenosis (LSS) states the requirements for an approvable study under the Coverage with
Evidence Policy. Specifically:

1. A clinical study must address one or more aspects in a prospective, randomized,
controlled design using current validated and reliable measurement instruments
and clinically appropriate comparator treatments.

2. The study protocol must specify a statistical analysis and a minimum length of
patient follow-up time that evaluates the effect of beneficiary characteristics on
patient health outcomes as well as the duration of benefit.

3. The study protocol must produce data that demonstrate whether PILD provides
clinically meaningful improvement in function and reduction in pain as well as
whether PILD affects management of LSS compared to other treatments.

The MiDAS ENCORE Study met all three requirements. Specifically:

1. The design of the study was prospective, randomized, and controlled. It used
validated and reliable measurement instruments such as the Oswestry Disability
Index (ODI), Numeric Pain Rating Scale (NPRS), and Zurich Claudication
Questionnaire (ZCQ). These are all clinically accepted outcome measures.
Epidural steroid injections (ESIs) are a widely accepted treatment for these

* The National Uniform Claims Committee. Specialty Designation for Interventional Pain Management-
09.
www.cms.hhs.gov/transmittals/Downloads/r1779b3.pdf
? Medicare Payment Advisory Commission. Report to the Congress: Paying for interventional pain services
in ambulatory settings. Washington, DC: MedPAC. December. 2001.
http://www.medpac.gov/documents/reports/december-2001-report-to-the-congress-paying-for-
interventional-pain-services-in-ambulatory-settings.pdf?sfvrsn=0




patients and meet the definition of a clinically appropriate comparator.”> The
Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) approved the outcomes
measures and comparator treatment.

2. The statistical plan and sample size were designed to power the study and were
deemed to be more than adequate for the protocol-defined endpoint analysis. The
statistical plan and sample size were approved by CMS. The one-year endpoint is
appropriate for an interventional pain management treatment comparative
efficacy study and was approved by CMS, however, follow-up continues beyond
one year.

3. The study’s outcome measures address the need to collect validated outcomes in
function (ODI and ZCQ Physical Function) and pain (NPRS and ZCQ Symptom
Severity). The selection of an active control (ESI) and requirement to
demonstrate statistical superiority on endpoints provides the necessary
information to assess the effect of mild® on clinical management of LSS
compared to other treatments.

The MiDAS ENCORE study clearly met the CED requirements and the CMS approval of the
study protocol validates this position. The clinical results on endpoints demonstrated statistical
superiority at one year for ODI responder rates (58.0% for mild® vs. 27.1% for the control, P <
0.001), NPRS responder rates (57.3% for mild® vs. 27.1% for the control, P < 0.001), ZCQ
Symptom Severity (51.7% for mild® vs. 31.8% for the control, P = 0.001), ZCQ Physical
Function (44.1% for mild® vs. 17.8% for the control, P < 0.001), and Patient Satisfaction (61.5%
for mild® and 33.3% for the control, P < 0.001). Endpoints of a CED-approved study were
successfully achieved, so it is logical to conclude that the CED data requirements are met and
CED should end. If a study was not intended to provide the necessary data to make an affirmative
coverage decision, then the protocol should not have been approved.

The “Guidance for the Public, Industry, and CMS Staff Coverage with Evidence Development”
issued by your department provides additional support for why mild® should exit CED now that
the study has been successfully completed.

o Section 1V. Principles governing the application of CED stipulates three areas that are
relevant to this Draft Policy:

1. CED will not be used when less restricted coverage is justified by the available
evidence.

2. CED will generally expand access to medical technologies for beneficiaries.

3. CED will lead to the production of evidence complementary to existing medical
evidence.

Continuing CED by adding a new requirement for a prospective cohort study contradicts these
principles.

* Manchikanti L, Knezevic NN, Boswell MV, Kaye AD, Hirsch JA. Epidural injections for lumbar
radiculopathy and spinal stenosis: A comparative systematic review and meta-analysis. Pain Physician
2016; E365-E410.

> Manchikanti L, Kaye AD, Manchikanti KN, Boswell MV, Pampati V, Hirsch JA. Efficacy of epidural
injections in the treatment of lumbar central spinal stenosis: A systematic review. Anesth Pain Med 2015;
5:€23139.



A requirement for a new study violates the precept that CED will not be used
when less restricted coverage is justified by the available evidence. The MiDAS
ENCORE study was approved by CMS and statistical superiority was established
on all endpoints, so less restricted coverage is justified by the evidence and CED
should not be used moving forward per this guideline.

A requirement for a new study limits patient access since only investigators from
the MiDAS ENCORE study and can enroll patients in the new study, which
violates the intent of expanding access to medical technologies for beneficiaries.
The new study will not produce evidence complementary to the existing medical
evidence since the data required will be duplicative of data already collected in
the MiDAS ENCORE study and the published cohort studies conducted to date.
The fact that the requested data is duplicative also goes against the NCD, which
states that “The research study does not unjustifiably duplicate existing studies.”

o Section VIII. Ending CED, states “We expect that the studies conducted under a CED
NCD will produce evidence that will lead to revisions to Medicare coverage policies,
such as to the NCD that included CED as a component of the decision.” CMS approved
the MiDAS ENCORE protocol and the study demonstrated clinically significant and
statistically superior outcomes so a meaningful revision to the policy should result. The
proposal to do another study does not constitute a meaningful revision.

In summary, the mild® procedure has clearly met the requirements set by CED. The study
protocol was approved by CMS and the study successfully demonstrated significant statistical
superiority on protocol-defined endpoints, so the therapy should be covered without needing to do
another study under CED.

o The mild® Procedure Body of Evidence is Comparable to Current Medicare

Covered Procedures

The Draft Policy issued by CMS requires a level of evidence to which no other therapy in the
category has ever been subjected.

The mild® procedure now has:

Two published randomized controlled trials (RCTs),l’6 with one high quality
trial as designed by CMS for coverage development, providing Level I evidence
(340 total patients / 164 mild® patients)

As shown in systematic reviews,’ an additional 7 prospective single-arm and 2
retrospective published studies (382 mild® patients)

668 mild® patients have been studied in all mild® clinical trials

Five studies report 1Y follow-up of patients treated with mild® (326 patients)
One study reports 2Y follow-up of patients treated with mild® (45 patients)

All studies show statistically significant efficacy using validated outcomes

measures.

% Brown LL. A double-blind, randomized, prospective study of epidural steroid injection vs. the mild®
procedure in patients with symptomatic lumbar spinal stenosis. Pain Pract 2012; 12:333-341.

’ Levy R, Deer TR. Systematic safety review and meta-analysis of procedural experience using
percutaneous access to treat symptomatic lumbar spinal stenosis. Pain Med 2012; 13:1554-1561.



All eleven of these published studies,’ including two RCTs,l’6 with one high quality trial as
designed by CMS for coverage development, report that mild® provided statistically
significant improvement in functional mobility and reduced pain compared to baseline. In
addition, two RCTs demonstrated superiority of mild® versus the active control for all
primary and secondary outcome measures. There were no reports of device-related adverse
events in any of these studies.

These reports are consistent regarding significant improvement in patient outcomes generated
through high quality studies, including one high quality RCT providing Level I evidence of
the effectiveness and safety of mild®. The strength of this evidence, which combines high
quality study designs with significantly improved outcomes in all studies, surpasses that
available for many common back treatments currently covered by CMS.

Multiple covered therapies have similar or weaker evidence:

Surgery for Spinal Stenosis

A 2016 Cochrane Review by Zaina et al® reviewed the evidence that compares surgery
versus non-surgical treatment for lumbar spinal stenosis (LSS). After reviewing almost
13,000 citations, only three high-quality RCTs related to open surgery were identified
(Amundsen 2000, Malmivaara 2007, Weinstein 2008). This review reports that there is
low quality evidence from the meta-analysis performed on two trials that used ODI to
compare direct decompression with or without fusion versus multi-modal non-operative
care. The evidence showed no significant differences at 6 months and 1 year. At 2 years,
significant differences favored decompression. Low-quality evidence from one small
study revealed no difference in pain outcomes between decompression and usual
conservative care at 3 months, four years and 10 years. Further, the rate of side effects
ranged from 10% to 24% in surgical cases, and no side effects were reported for any
conservative treatment. This Cochrane Review concluded that no clear benefits were
observed with surgery versus non-surgical treatment, and that current evidence
comparing surgical versus non-surgical care for LSS is of low quality.

Lumbar Fusion:

Phillips et al’ concluded that the body of literature supports fusion surgery as a viable
treatment option for reducing pain and improving function in patients with chronic low
back pain refractory to nonsurgical care when a diagnosis of disc degeneration can be
made. Bydon et al'” concluded that despite the significant improvement in Oswestry
Disability Index (ODI) scores in the lumbar fusion groups in 3 studies, pooled data
revealed no significant difference when compared to the nonoperative groups. Saltychev

® Zaina F, Tomkins-Lane C, Carragee E, Negrini S. Surgical versus non-surgical treatment for lumbar
spinal stenosis. Cochrane Database Syst Rev 2016; (1):CD010264.

o Phillips FM, Slosar PJ, Youssef JA, Andersson G, Papatheofanis F. Lumbar spine fusion for chronic low
back pain due to degenerative disc disease: a systematic review. Spine (Phila Pa 1976) 2013; 38:E409-
E422.

10 Bydon M, De la Garza-Ramos R, Macki M, Baker A, Gokaslan AK, Bydon A. Lumbar fusion versus
nonoperative management for treatment of discogenic low back pain: A systematic review and meta-
analysis of randomized controlled trials. J Spinal Disord Tech 2014; 27:297-304.



et al'" also reached similar conclusions regarding the lack of strong evidence for lumbar
fusion compared to conservative treatment.

Manchikanti et al'* suggested fluoroscopically directed epidural injections provide long-
term improvement in back and lower extremity pain for patients with lumbar discogenic
pain. They showed only limited evidence for the potential effectiveness of surgical
interventions compared to nonsurgical treatments.

Neurostimulation

National coverage for spinal cord stimulation (SCS) was established in 1995. However,
the first RCT was not published until 2005, with a second trial in 2006, and a third trial in
2015."

In 2016 Grider et al"’ conducted a systematic review of RCTs of spinal cord stimulation
(SCS) in chronic spinal pain. The authors identified 6 RCTs, however only 3 of those
studies assessed efficacy. Of the three randomized trials evaluating SCS, all reported
effectiveness for short- and long-term relief. The authors concluded that the indicated
level of evidence for SCS is Level I to II based on 2 high-quality RCTs and one
moderate-quality RCT.

Additional study requirement is unjust

Additional requirements for coverage are unprecedented and inconsistent with coverage
policies for other therapies. Additionally, a prospective cohort study with an inferior
design will provide weaker quality data than the MiDAS ENCORE study and won’t
achieve the stated goal of collecting “real world” information since the data will be
collected in a controlled study format (similar to the MiDAS ENCORE study). In fact,
the MiDAS ENCORE study from multiple academic and real-world practice settings with
an active-control design has provided the best possible “real world data.” In addition, the
additional study requirement puts an unreasonable demand on the interventional pain
management specialty to continue to produce evidence when the current evidence already
is sufficient. We understand that there will always be an interest in gathering more data
on a therapy, but it cannot come at the cost of eliminating broad patient access to
therapies that have already demonstrated therapeutic efficacy and safety.

In summary, at a time when pain management has become a significant public health issue and
strong pressures to reduce health care costs exist, it is essential to preserve options like mild® that
are inexpensive and have demonstrated efficacy and safety. This is a very important
interventional pain treatment that can benefit thousands of patients that currently don’t have
multiple options. Establishing a policy that requires a promising therapy like this to do more
studies after successful completion of a CED study is counterintuitive to innovation and patient
access. Support for access to promising technologies is not enabled by this policy. It not only

' Saltychev M, Eskola M, Laimi K. Lumbar fusion compared with conservative treatment in patients with
chronic low back pain: A meta-analysis. Int J Rehabil Res 2014; 37:2-8.

2 Manchikanti L, Staats PS, Nampiaparampil DE, Hirsch JA. What is the role of epidural injections in the
treatment of lumbar discogenic pain: A systematic review of comparative analysis with fusion and disc
arthroplasty. Korean J Pain 2015; 28:75-87.

13 Grider J S, Manchikanti L, Carayannopoulos A, Sharma ML, Balog CC, Harned ME, Grami V, Justiz R,
Nouri KH, Hayek SM, Vallejo R, Christo PJ. Effectiveness of spinal cord stimulation in chronic spinal
pain: A systematic review. Pain Physician 2016; 19:E33-E54.



defies logic, but also violates ethical principles. Further, such an attitude discourages investment
in innovative technologies, apart from the grave injustice done to needy patients, sending them to
ineffective and expensive treatments. Further, this also creates a significant credibility issue for
the CED program. We respectfully ask you to issue a final policy granting coverage for this
therapy without the requirement of doing another study.

Thank you and if you have any questions, please feel free to contact us.

Sincerely,
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Sheridan, WY
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INTERVENTIONAL PAIN MANAGEMENT PHYSICIANS AND NON-PHYSICIANS

ALABAMA

Matt Barfield, DO
Fairhope, AL

Hunt Hapworth, MD
Fairhope, AL

Mark J. Downey, MD
Birmingham, AL

T Wade Martin, MD
Birmingham, AL

Paul Muratta, DO
Gadsden, AL

Eric Robinson, MD
Auburn, AL

Yolonda Bush
Gadsden, AL

Lindsey Muratta
Gadsden, AL

Mary Jacobs Muratta
Gadsden, AL

ALASKA

Steven Johnson, MD
Anchorage, AK

Andrea Trescot, MD
Eagle River, AK

ARIZONA

Ron Avraham, MD
Phoenix, AZ

Robert Berens, MD
Tucson, AZ

Matthew Doust, MD
Phoenix, AZ

Cecil Graham, MD
Phoenix, AZ

Karl Hurst-Wicker, MD
Mesa, AZ

Sarah Miller, MD
Cottonwood, AZ

Azmi Nasser, DO
Phoenix, AZ

Mark Jonathan Rubin, MD

Scottsdale, AZ

Richard Ruskin, MD
Mesa, AZ

Issada Thongtranga, MD
Phoenix, AZ

Brian Cody, PAC
Phoenix, AZ

Lori Kopulos, PAC
Phoenix, AZ

ARKANSAS

Stephen Irwin, MD
Rogers, AR

Cathy Lou, MD
Fayetteville, AR

Laura Anderson
Fort Smith, AR

Stacey Chu, RN
Fort Smith, AR

Natalie Cluck, RN
Fort Smith, AR

Annie Conway, RN
Fort Smith, AR

Beth Irwin
Rogers, AR

Fauna Martin
Fort Smith, AR

Rebecca Sisemore, RN
Fort Smith, AR

Christina Spoon
Fort Smith, AR

Cindy Swicegood
Fort Smith, AR

CALIFORNIA

Babak Abedi, MD
El Centro, CA

Eduardo Anguizola, MD
Santa Ana, CA

Josif Borovic, MD
Los Angeles, CA

David Chow, MD
Walnut Creek, CA

Joseph Enayati, DO
Beverly Hills, CA

Vance Johnson, MD
Murrieta, CA

Jeffrey B. Glaser, MD
Encino, CA

Waldtraut Jedamski, MD
Temecula, CA

Glenn M. Lipton, MD
Newport Beach, CA

Shahin A Sadik, MD
Palmdale, CA

Vanila Singh, MD
Stanford, CA

Kevin S. Smith, MD
La Mesa, CA

Lee T. Snook, MD
Sacramento, CA

Farzin Tayefeh, MD
Los Angeles, CA

Shawn Uraine MD
Loma Linda, CA

Richard Weiner, MD
Temecula, CA
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Brian R. Sharp, DC, PA-C
Temecula, CA

COLORADO

Robert E. Brown, MD
Lakewood, CO

William Lippert, MD
Colorado Springs, CO

Linda Cisco, RN
Colorado Springs, CO

CONNECTICUT

Lawrence Kirschenbaum, MD
Fairfield, CT

David Kloth, MD
Danbury, CT 06811

John Paggioli, MD
Norwich, CT

DELAWARE

Asit P. Patel, MD
Newark, DE

Venkatash Sundararajan, MD
Wilmington, DE

Chee Woo, MD
Wilmington, DE

FLORIDA

Victor Arana, MD
Indian Harbour Beach, FL.

Steven Barna, MD
Tampa, Fl

Daniel K Beirne, MD
Indian Harbour Beach, FL

Harold Cordner, MD
Sebastian, FL

Jonathan Daitch, MD
Fort Myers, FL.

Bjorn Dimberg, MD
Indian Harbour Beach, FL.

Luis A. Escobar, MD
Hollywood, FL

Gerardo Florez, MD
Jacksonville, FL.

Gregory T. Flynn, MD
Tampa, FL.

Ira Fox, MD
Tamarac, FL

Michael Frey, MD
Fort Myers, FL.

Scott Fuchs, DO
Naples, FL.

Marco Ghignone, MD
West Palm Beach, FL.

Danya Godoy, MD
St Petersburg, FL

Omar Henriquez, MD
Naples, FL

Zdenko Korunda, MD
Naples, FL.

Jesse A. Lipnick, MD
Gainesville, FL.

Rene Przkora, MD
Gainesville, FL

Joshua Raiten, MD
Naples, FL

Alan Siegel, M.D.
Tamarac, FL

Marc Slonimski, MD
West Palm Beach, FL

Carrie Steichen, DO
Pensacola, FL

Brent Stewart, MD, MBA

Jonesville, FL

Ashish Udeshi, MD
Merritt Island, FL

Stephen Watson, MD, PhD

Tampa, FL.

Sarah Angell, RN
Fort Myers, FL.

Alex Barrios, RTR
Fort Myers, FL.

Jessie Bogart, RN
Fort Myers, FL.

Marioly Centeno
Tampa, FL.

Laura Escobar
Hollywood, FL

Milta Espinoza
Fort Myers, FL.

Carolyn Frederick, RN
Fort Myers, FL.

Leah Halstead, RTR
Fort Myers, FL.

Shauna Dean Jackson, ARNP
Fort Myers, FL.

Lorenzo Jimenez
Fort Myers, FL.

Ryan Lavenia, CRNA
Fort Myers, FL.

Jessica Maitre, RN
Fort Myers, FL.

Michelle SantaMaria, RTR
Fort Myers, FL.

Cynthia Nettlehurst, RN
Fort Myers, FL.

Gary Patrick, CRNA
Fort Myers, FL.

Arlet Ramirez
Fort Myers, FL.

Allison Reardon, RN
Fort Myers, FL.

Kim Romaine
Fort Myers, FL.
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Julie Russell, RN
Fort Myers, FL.

Christine Sanchez, ARNP
Fort Myers, FL.

Rachel Silver, RN
Fort Myers, FL.

Aline Soares, RN
Fort Myers, FL.

Michael Tichy, CRNA
Fort Myers, FL.

Teresa Turcious, RN
Fort Myers, FL.

Kelly Walker, CRNA
Indian Harbour Beach, FL.

Ashley Kathleen Watson
Tampa, FL.

Laura Yancey, ARNP
Fort Myers, FL.

Kimberly Zeszutek, RTR
Fort Myers, FL.

GEORGIA

Idi Allen, MD
Newnan, GA

Kenneth Barngrover, DO
Columbus, GA

Julian M. Earls, Jr., MD
Macon, GA

Preston C. DeLaPerriere, MD
Macon, GA

Carlos Giron, MD
Macon, GA

Michael Dalton Hanowell, MD
Covington, GA

David M. Kalish, MD
Macon, GA

Sanjeev Kapuria, MD
Evans, GA

Josiah S. Matthews, MD
Albany, GA

Hemant Yagnick, MD
Evans, GA

Sandra Allen
Macon, GA

Renita Bond
Macon, GA

Lori Carr
Macon, GA

Fran DeLaPerriere, RN
Macon, GA

Mercedes Giron
Macon, GA

Jennifer Miller, PA
Evans, GA

HAWAII

Damien Tavares, MD
Honolulu, HI

IDAHO

Scott Magnuson, MD
Coeur d’Alene, ID

Karl Zarse M.D.
Boise, ID

ILLINOIS

Jamil Ahmed, MD
St. Elgin, IL

Andrew Belavic, MD
Elmhurst, IL

Ramsin Benyamin, MD
Bloomington, IL

John Broadnax, MD
Libertyville, IL

Claravel Criste, MD
Christopher, IL

Gerson Criste, MD
Carbondale, IL

Scott Glaser, MD
Burr Ridge, IL

Avni Gupta, MD
Peoria, IL

Sachin “Sunny” Jha, MD, MS
Chicago, IL

Farooz A. Khan, MD
Chicago, IL

Mohammed A. Khan, MD
Chicago, IL

Humira Khatoon, MD
St. Elgin, IL

Stuart King, MD, MBA
Champaign, IL

Gary L. Koehn, MD
Chicago, IL

Anthony LeBario, MD
St. Elgin, IL

Khalid, Malik, MD
Chicago, IL

Syed Quadri, DO
St. Elgin, IL

Maunak V. Rana, MD
Chicago, IL

Atiq Rehman, MD
Decauter, IL

Eliezer Soto, MD
Bloomington, IL

Ricardo Vallejo, MD
Bloomington, IL
Chadi Yaacoub, MD
St. Elgin, IL

James E. Wilson, MD
Naperville, IL

Shingo Yano, MD
Chicago, IL

Ben Enver Yerlioglu, MD
Chicago, IL
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Andy Yu, MD
St. Elgin, IL

Jizet Adeh-Benyamin
Bloomington, IL

Marissa Baker
Bloomington, IL

Judy Behymer
Bloomington, IL

Melissa Beusse
Bloomington, IL

Amy Boland
Bloomington, IL

Donny Bounds
Bloomington, IL

David Cedeno
Bloomington, IL

Keith Cermak
Bloomington, IL

Echo Condiff
Bloomington, IL

Jackie, Countryman
Chicago, IL

Kimberly Crisman
Chicago, IL

Trisha Durham, NP
Chicago, IL

Keri Fowler
Bloomington, IL

Richard Gallbreath
Bloomington, IL

Peggy Gilligan
Chicago, IL

Anne M. Glaser, MS, JD
Burr Ridge, IL

Denise Hutchins, MA
Naperville, IL

Peggy Ingram
Bloomington, IL

Anthony Julius
Bloomington, IL

Mary Kaletta
Chicago, IL

Courtney Kelley
Bloomington, IL

Shannon Laesch
Bloomington, IL

Stephanie Longman
Bloomington, IL

Elizabeth Madlem
Bloomington, IL

Katie Mehnke
Bloomington, IL

Evette McGhee
Chicago, IL

Katheryn Naron
Bloomington, IL

Joann Notriano
Bloomington, IL

Patricia Ocampo
Bloomington, IL

Rachel Robinson
Chicago, IL

Jola Rodriguez
Bloomington, IL

Jennnifer Rudicel
Bloomington, IL

Tracey Shreier
Bloomington, IL

Marcia Smith, NP
Chicago, IL

Carolyn Sullivan
Bloomington, IL

Kate Thomas
Bloomington, IL

Bobbie Today, RN
Joliet, IL

Jessica Today, MA
Naperville, IL

Alejandro Vellejo
Bloomington, IL

Morgana Vettori
Bloomington, IL

Mai Wilhour
Bloomington, IL

Lang Wilson
Bloomington, IL

Stephanie Wolf
Bloomington, IL

INDIANA

Sridhar Bhaskara, MD
Newburgh, IN

Gavin D Chartier MD
Vincennes, IN

Satish Dasari, MD
Munster, IN

Vijay Gupta, MD
Munster, IN

Saveen Kondamuri, MD
Munster, IN

Shaun Kondamuri, MD
Munster, IN

Mahendra Sanapati, MD
Evansville, IN

Lynne Anton
Munster, IN

Terri Pierce, RN
Munster, IN

KANSAS

Daniel Bruning, MD
Overland Park, KS
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Kimber Eubanks, MD
Overland Park, KS

Daniel Kloster, MD
Overland Park, KS

KENTUCKY

Robert Byrd, MD
Bowling Green, KY

Jay Grider, MD
Lexingon, KY

Yogesh Malla, MD
Paducah, KY

Kavita Manchikanti, MD
Paducah, KY

Ram Pasupuleti, MD
Bowling Green, KY

Melinda Adams
Paducah, KY

Venessa Alexander, RN
Paducah, KY

Lorie Armstrong
Paducah, KY

Tammy Beach, RN
Paducah, KY

Kasey Bernier
Bowling Green, KY

Doris Brandon, CST
Paducah, KY

Patricia Burks, LPT
Paducah, KY

Phillip Burks
Paducah, KY

Ebony Carver
Bowling Green, KY

Kim Cash, RT
Paducah, KY

Tara Cheek, CMA
Paducah, KY

Emilee Crisp, CST
Paducah, KY

Tracy Croft, CST
Paducah, KY

Lisa Curling, RN
Paducah, KY

Kim Damron, RN
Paducah, KY

Lisa Dick
Paducah, KY

Bert Fellows, MA
Paducah, KY

Linda Felt, RN
Paducah, KY

Kim Fox
Paducah, KY

Rexanne Frazier
Paducah, KY

LaDonna Gill, LPN
Paducah, KY

Savannah Gold
Paducah, KY

Tonie Hatton
Paducah, KY

Melinda Henson
Paducah, KY

Lisa Isabell, RN
Paducah, KY

Cindy Jackson
Paducah, KY

Maria Johnson
Paducah, KY

Kathryn Jones, RT
Paducah, KY

Martha Karoly, MA
Paducah, KY

Jasmine Kerr
Paducah, KY

Melinda Kickasola
Paducah, KY

Teresa King
Paducah, KY

Christy Kopischke
Paducah, KY

Ray Lane
Paducah, KY

Ben Lawrence, CST
Paducah, KY

Amanda Long, APRN
Paducah, KY

Holly Long
Paducah, KY

Kristi Martin
Paducah, KY

Rebecca Mathis
Paducah, KY

Sheila May, LPN
Paducah, KY

Lange McAllister
Paducah, KY

Jeff McKinney
Paducah, KY

Carla McManus, RN, BSN

Paducah, KY

Shawna Meadows
Bowling Green, KY

Summer Moffitt
Paducah, KY

Kelly Moore
Paducah, KY

Diane Neihoff
Paducah, KY

Ashley O'Donley
Paducah, KY



Eric Page, RN
Paducah, KY

Kimberley Page
Paducah, KY

Vidyasagar Pampati, MSc
Paducah, KY

April Phillips
Bowling Green, KY
Tammy Pierce, RN

Paducah, KY

Hunter Porter
Bowling Green, KY

Thomas Prigge
Paducah, KY

Kavita, Rao
Bowling Green, KY

Juliana Rich, MA
Paducah, KY

Penny Rockwell, MA
Paducah, KY

Cindy Rogers
Paducah, KY

Cathy Sharp
Paducah, KY

Misty Shea
Paducah, KY

Connie Smith
Bowling Green, KY

James Sprouse
Paducah, KY

Elizabeth Sweeney
Paducah, KY

Brandy Toon
Paducah, KY

Crystal Turnbow
Paducah, KY

Kim Walls
Paducah, KY

Brenda Whytock, SRNA
Paducah, KY

Heather Yates
Paducah, KY

Cherie Zundel
Paducah, KY

LOUISIANA

Seth Billiodeaux, MD
Lake Charles, LA

Ann Conn, MD
Covington, LA

Adolfo Cuardra, MD
Gray, LA

Ron Ellis, MD
Monroe, LA

Melanie C. Firmin, MD
Alexandria, LA

Vince Forte, MD
Monroe, LA

Hardy Gordon, MD
Monroe, LA

David Hirsch, MD, MBA
Shreveport, LA

Paul Hubble, MD
Metairie, LA

Barrett Johnston, MD
Baton Rouge, LA

John Ledbetter, MD
Monroe, LA

Matt Mitchell, MD
Lafayette, LA

Justin Noles, MD
Shreveport, LA

Jimmy Ponder, Jr, MD
Gray, LA

Stephen Wyble, MD
Opelousas, LA

MAINE

Gene Giunti, DO
Brunswick, ME

John Guernelli, MD
Brunswick, ME

MARYLAND

Madhavi Chada, MD
Waldorf, MD

Ali El-Mohandes, MD
Hagerstown, MD

Christopher Galuardi, MD
Berlin, MD

Majid Ghauri, MD
Frederick, MD

Mruthyunjaya Gonchigar, MD

Waldorf, MD

Alan Gonzalez Cota, MD, FIPP

North Bethesda, MD

Haroon Hameed, MD
Annapolis, MD

Greesh John, MD
Prince Frederick, MD

Tomas Larkin, MD
Bethesda, MD

Marc Loev, MD
Rockville, MD

Jeffrey Schneider, MD
Bel Air, MD

Michael Wong, MD
Bel Air, MD

Alyssa Heiderman, CNP
Bel Air, MD

Elizabeth Manzolillo
Rockville, MD
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Jamie Oliver
Rockville, MD

Brenda Repass
Rockville, MD

James Robinson,
Rockville, MD

Lester Zuckerman
Rockville, MD

MASSACHUSETTS

Do Chan, MD
Attleboro, MA

Janet D. Pearl, MD, MSc

Framingham, MA

Boris Shwartzman, MD
Franklin, MA

Valerie Haney, RN
Franklin, MA

Tarsha Huftalen, RN
Franklin, MA

MICHIGAN

Thomas Basch, MD
Grand Rapids, MI

YiJia Chu, MD
Grand Rapids, MI

Dennis Dobritt, DO
Novi, MI

Kevin Fitzgerald, MD
Grand Rapids, MI

Mark Gostine, MD
Grand Rapids, MI

Scott Greenwald, MD
Grand Rapids, MI

Sean Growney, DO
Grand Rapids, MI

Reese James, DO
Clinton Township, MI

Keith B. Javery, DO
Grand Rapids, MI

Mark Juska, MD
Grand Rapids, MI

Erick Kozfkay, DO
Grand Rapids, MI

Bindu Popat-Lewis, DO
Grand Rapids, MI

Daniel Mankoff, MD
Grand Rapids, MI

Lisa Pullum, DO
Grand Rapids, MI

Schuyler Rogg, MD
Grand Rapids, MI

Josh Suderman, MD
Grand Rapids, MI

Anand C. Thakur, MD
Clinton Township, MI

Joseph Vanden Bosch, MD
Grand Rapids, MI

Erik Voogd, MD
Bay City, MI

Edward Washabaugh, MD
Ypsilanti, MI

Bennett Willard, DO
Grand Rapids, MI

Stephen Winston, MD
Grand Rapids, MI

Tim Wright, MD
Novi, MI

Julie Dobritt, PA-C
Novi, MI

Jim Gilson, PA-C
Novi, MI

Lisa Pearson, MSHA, MBA,
CMPE, CASC
Grand Rapids, MI

Tim Petrosky, PA-C
Novi, MI

Doreen Toner, NP
Novi, MI

MINNESOTA

Jeffrey Anderson, MD
Alexandria, MN

Ranjan Dey, MD
Baxter, MN

Maxwell Gessner, MD
Bemidji, MN

Sam Elghor, MD
Sartell, MN

David Schultz, MD
Edina, MN

Ramon Sotto, MD
Sartell, MN

Nicole Cole, PA-C
Baxter, MN

Ann Day, PA-C
Sartell, MN

Arthur Lee, PA-C
Alexandria, MN

Nicole Marti, C-NP
Alexandria, MN

Tim Montague, PA-C
Sartell, MN

Dan Truax, PA-C
Sartell, MN

Stephen Vang, PA-C
Baxter, MN

MISSISSIPPI

Timothy Beacham, MD
Greenville, MS

Stuart Gross, MD
McComb, MS



Kirk Kinard, DO
Southaven, MS

Leland Lou, MD
Meridian, MS

Dennis McCoy, MD
Southaven, MS

Jay. P. McDonald, MD
Jackson, MS

Mehesh Mehta, MBBS
Jackson, MS

Syed Sadiq, MD
Laurel, MS

B. Todd Sitzman, MD
Hattiesburg, MS

Thomas Yearwood, MD
Pascagoula, MS

MISSOURI

Taghogho Agarin, MD
West Plains, MO

Beneranda Glanton, MD
Hannibal, MO

Luvell Glanton, MD
Hannibal, MO

NEW HAMPSHIRE

Saurabh Dang, MD
Salem, NH

Shawn Kumar, MD
Salem, NH

Dipan Patel, MD
Salem, NH

Dev Sinha, MD
Salem, NH

Neil Sinha, MD
Salem, NH

NEW JERSEY

Rae Aranas, MD
Bridgewater, NJ

Elizabeth Baker, MD
Englewood, NJ

James K. Chang, MD
Jersey City, NJ

Mahmud Ibrahim, MD
Lawrenceville, NJ

Sean Li, MD
Shrewsbury, NJ

Preet Patel, MD
New Brunswick, NJ 0890

Anil Sharma, MD
Shrewsbury, NJ

Naomi Betesh
Brooklyn, NJ

Helene Bodziner
Shrewsbury, NJ

Ceal Cetnar, RN, BSN, MA

Shrewsbury, NJ

Dora Ciaglia
Shrewsbury, NJ

Nikki Corrado
Shrewsbury, NJ

Cristin Craig
Shrewsbury, NJ

Adrienne Engel
Shrewsbury, NJ

Alison Escalante
Shrewsbury, NJ

Anita Fetherman
Shrewsbury, NJ

Lindsay Godsil
Shrewsbury, NJ

Ashley Hunt
Shrewsbury, NJ

Iman Kawache, CMA
Shrewsbury, NJ

Marie Sonia Levasseur
Shrewsbury, NJ

Carol L. Lin
Shrewsbury, NJ

Lisa A. Logan
Shrewsbury, NJ

JoAnn Mangarelli
Shrewsbury, NJ

Robin Marchese
Middletown, NJ

Mandy Mead
Shrewsbury, NJ

Nelle Mercado, MA
Long branch, NJ

Nelma Mercado, RN
Long Branch, NJ

Kathy Ostrander
Shrewsbury, NJ

Susanh Rosenberg
Shrewsbury, NJ

Jessica Winans
Long Branch, NJ

NEW YORK

Sunil David Albert, MD
Babylon Villiage, NY

Samuel Brown, DO
Port Jefferson, NY

Tim Canty, MD
New York, NY

Sukdeb Datta, MD, MBA,
DABIPP, FIPP
New York, NY

Jozef M Debiec, MD
Westchester County, NY

Gerard Degregoris, MD
Manhattan, NY

Sudhir Diwan, MD
Bronx, NY



Brian Durkin, DO
Port Jefferson, NY

Luis Fandos, MD
Babylon, NY

Kamel Ghandour, MD
Bronx, NY

Sireen Gopal, MD
Bronx, NY

Nameer Haider, MD
Utica, NY

Corey W Hunter, MD, FIPP
New York, NY

Randa Jaafar, MD
Bronx, NY

Daiel Kohane, MD
Babylon, NY

Jason Kreiner, MD
Woodbury, NY

Dean G. LaPorte, MD
Island Park, NY

Peter Lascarides, DO
North Port, NY

Arlene Lazaro, DO
New York, NY

Wensong Li, MD
Flushing, NY

Anokhi Mehta, MD
New York, NY

Mike Mizrahi, DO
New York, NY

Ivan Montalvo, MD
Watertown, NY

Jeffrey Ngeow, MD
New York, NY

Ryan Ramsook, MD
New York, NY

Jason Steindler, DO
Albany, NY

Romanth Waghmarae, MD
Williamsville, NY

Ajax Yang, MD
New York, NY

Jenny Zeng
Flushing, NY

NORTH CAROLINA

Kailash Chandwani, MD
Lumberton, NC

Mark A. Goodson, MD,
DABPMR
Mooresville, NC

Richard Park, MD
Charlotte, NC

Richard Ramos, MD
Greensboro, NC

Kirk E. Harum, MD
New Bern, NC

Edward Lewis, MD
Arden, NC

OHIO

Sairam Atluri, MD
Cincinnati, OH

Sheela Barhan, MD
Centerville, OH

Ricardo Buenaventura, MD
Centerville, OH

Panagiotis Bakos, MD
Perrysburg, OH

Samuel Essandoh, MD
Hilliard, OH

Kort M. Gronbach, MD
Columbus, OH

Salim Hayek, MD
Cleveland, OH

Timothy Ko, MD
Concord, OH

Mark N Malinowski, DO

Chillicothe, OH

Emad Mikhail, MD
Willoughby Hills, OH

Howard Seitzman MD
Middletown, OH

Ognjen Visnjevac, MD
Cleveland, OH

OKLAHOMA
Scott Mitchell, DO
Oklahoma City, OK

Justin Porter, MD
Oklahoma City, OK

Jerry Pritchett, MD
Oklahoma City, OK

Garrett Wright, MD
Oklahoma City, OK

Jewell Ashley
Cincinnati, OH

Kelly Bond, RN
Cincinnati, OH

Tara Deavers, RN
Cincinnati, OH

Samantha Griffith
Cincinnati, OH

Jennifer Johns, MA
Cincinnati, OH

Jessica Meyer, RMA
Cincinnati, OH

Denise Neff
Cincinnati, OH

Kimberly Tanamachi, RT

Cincinnati, OH

Andrea Tracy, RT
Cincinnati, OH



Teresa Zeiser, CNP
Cincinnati, OH

OREGON

Vladimir Fiks, MD
Portland, OR

Joshua Haber, MD
Eugene, OR

Brett Quave, MD
Medford, OR

Trey Rigert, MD
Hood River, OR

David Russo, DO, MPH
Hood River, OR

Steven Surrett, MD
Eugene, OR

PENNSYLVANIA

Greg Chapis, MD
Pottstown, PA

Chris Dankmyer, MD
Pottstown, PA

Frank Falco, MD
Kennett Square, PA

Mike Fishman, MD
Newtown Square, PA

Ankur Gosalia, MD
Wexford, PA

Tom Haley, DO
Pottstown, PA

Melody Hu, MD
Bryn Mawr, PA

Philip Kim, MD
Bryn Mawr, PA

Kalyan S. Krishnan, MD
Danville, PA

David Lichten, MD
Pottstown, PA

Phong Nguyen, DO
Coudersport, PA

PUERTO RICO

Renier Mendez De Guzma, MD

Bayamon, PR

SOUTH CAROLINA

Jeffrey Farricielli MD
Myrtle Beach, SC

SOUTH DAKOTA

Fredrick Fisher, MD
Dakota Dunes, SD

Todd Johnson, MD
Dakota Dunes, SD

Wade Lukken, MD
North Sioux City, SD

Jeremy Poulsen, DO
Dakota Dunes, SD

TENNESSEE

Graf Hilgenhurst, MD
Smyrna, TN

Anna-Louis Molette, MD
Smyrna, TN

Paul E. Pinson, MD
Cleveland, TN

Matthew Rupert, MD
Franklin, TN

Sameh Ward, MD
Johnson City, TN

Kenneth Sykes, MD
Columbia, TN

TEXAS

Scott A. Berlin, MD
Arlington, TX

Chris Burnett, MD
Temple, TX

Andrew J. Cottingham, MD
Arlington, TX

Mitchell Engle, MD, PhD
Houston, TX

Erik Fite, MD
Longview, TX

Brian Goentzel, MD
Waco, TX

Gary L Heath, MD
Abilene, TX

J. Lance LaFleur, MD, MBA
Houston, TX

Gregory Lilly, MD
San Antonio, TX

Robert Madden, MD
Elmira, NY

Chandler Mann, MD
Kingwood, TX

Susanne Manzi, MD
Houston, TX

Marcus Parker, MD
Fulshear, TX

Michael S. Phillips, MD
Cleburne, TX

C.M. Schade, MD, PhD
Mesquite, TX 75150

Dennis Slavin, MD
McAllen, TX

Sree Vattam, MD
Sherman TX

Matthias Wiederholz, MD
Houston, TX

Nick White, NP
UTAH

Brian Richardson, MD
Logan, UT
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Nathan Sneddon, MD
Logan, UT

VERMONT

Nadeem Khan, MD
Chester, VA

VIRGINIA

Virgil Balint, MD
Reston, VA

Suneetha Budampati, MD
Alexandia, VA

Ketan Patel, MD
Haymarket VA

Hany Salah, DO
Herndon, VA

Chirag Sanghvi, MD
Leesburg, VA

Ashish Shanbhag, MD
Woodbridge, VA

John E. H. Sherry, II, MD
Harrisonburg, VA

Douglas Wisor, MD
Richmond, VA

WASHINGTON

William A. Anderson, MD
Seattle, WA

German Grinshpun, DO
Tacoma, WA

Arthur S. Watanabe, MD
Bellingham, WA

WEST VIRGINIA

Nicholas Bremer, MD
Charleston, WV

Roland F. Chalifoux Jr., DO
McMechen, WV

Warren Grace, MD
Charleston, WV

Chong Kim, MD
Charleston, WV

Christopher Kim, MD
Charleston, WV

Brian Yee, DO
Charleston, WV

Rebecca Butcher, NP
Charleston, WV

Ashley Comer, NP
Charleston, WV

Sarah King, NP
Charleston, WV

Douglas Stewart, PA
Charleston, WV

Wil Tolentino, PA
Charleston, WV

WISCONSIN

John Blrgiolas, MD
Niagara, WI

Vijay Singh, MD
Niagara, WI

Timothy Staacke, MD
Racine, W1

Cassandra Bubloni, RN
Niagara, WI

Gayle Chartier
Niagara, WI

Donna Collins
Niagara, WI

Kari Covitz
Niagara, WI

Elizabeth Czernek
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