
PLANNING AHEAD 
 

No one could have failed to be impressed at the events of the past few weeks 
around the death and burial of Queen Elizabeth.  It was both a solemn and fitting 
farewell to the world’s longest reigning monarch.  Did you know that each and 
every step of that farewell was planned over a period of twenty years?  
“Operation London Bridge” was the way that the church, Elizabeth herself, the 
family and all of the others involved in the celebration of her life planned and 
carried out those plans.   
 
Preparing for your death is a wise thing to do.  Everything from a will and health 
care directives to your obituary and even the hymns and readings at the service of 
the Burial of the Dead should be as you wish it to be.   
 
In order to begin that process, Canon Jim and Mother Lisa will be offering a 
workshop on Saturday, October 29 in the parish hall.  It will run from 9:00 until 
noon.  We will cover such topics as advanced directives, financial information 
your survivors will need to deal with your estate, writing you own obituary, and 
planning the service of the Burial of the Dead.  If you wish, you may leave your 
instructions with the church to be kept in a confidential file until needed.  It will 
then help your family and the clergy plan the service according to your wishes.   
 
You will leave with a number of documents which you can review and decide on 
whether or not to keep them on file at St. Philip’s.  You also will have a packet of 
information for your survivors to help them in the days following your death.   
 
Please call the Office to let us know if you will be attending.  This way we can 
prepare the right number of packets for the workshop. 


