
An Advent Blessing 
 

May Almighty God, by whose providence our Savior Christ came among us in great 
humility, sanctify you with the light of his blessing and set you free from all sin. Amen. 

 
May he whose second coming in power and great glory we await, make you steadfast in faith, 

joyful in hope, and constant in love. Amen. 
 

May you, who rejoice in the first Advent of our Redeemer, at his second Advent be 
rewarded with unending life. Amen. 

 
 
It’s Advent Season! Advent is my favorite Church season of the year! It is a time of prayer and penitence, 
with the added bonus of anticipation and celebration. It is a time for us to spiritually, mentally, and 
physically prepare ourselves, our homes, and our lives for Christmas—the birth of Jesus Christ. 
 
My favorite reading for Advent is the Gospel for the Second Sunday of Advent, from Luke chapter 3. This 
year, that Sunday is the Annual Meeting, so I’m not sure if you’ll hear a sermon on the passage or not (Fr. 
Eric is preaching that Sunday) In the reading, John the Baptist is “proclaiming a baptism of repentance for 
the forgiveness of sins,” as he wanders the wilderness of Jordan. He says,  

“Prepare the way of the Lord, 
make his paths straight. 

Every valley shall be filled, 
and every mountain and hill shall be made low, 

and the crooked shall be made straight, 
and the rough ways made smooth; 

and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.” (Luke 3:4b-6) 
 
The visual of this proclamation is so vivid for me. We are called to fill every valley of our lives that distract 
us from God; we are called to smooth out the roughness and straighten all those crooked paths that pulled 
us away from God and God’s call for each of us. 
 
I feel like this passage really emphasizes what Advent is about: “prepar[ing] the way of the Lord.” 
 
And so, as we approach the end of December and Christmas, I invite you to think about and work on 
preparing your life for Christ. Do that “spring cleaning” you’ve been putting off for the past 9 months. 
Clean up your social commitments so you’re only doing what you love. Have the conversation with that one 
family member or neighbor who, maybe, you haven’t been the nicest to. And start setting up for the glory of 
Christmas. 
 
I have a growing collection of crèche, from all over the world, and in all sorts of material (wood, stone, 
metal, paper, even felt). I also have a wall Advent calendar and an Advent wreath. Plus, I almost always buy 
an old-school Advent calendar (usually for my dog). Each of these will come out in December, inviting me 
to count down the days and inviting me to prepare the way—in prayer and in joy. 
 
So, while I look forward to wishing you all Merry Christmas! Let’s wait until the end of December to do 
that. For now, let’s work on waiting, praying, and anticipating! 
 


