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Through this or: ghnlzatlon, Dr.
son |n|t|u e first Negro
History Week in February 1 e&)

National Black History Month has its origins
in 1915, when historian & author Dr. Carter

son founded the Association for the
Study of Negro Life and History
7]

This organization is now known as
e Association for the Stu

African American Life & His ory

External (ASALH)
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Dr. Woodson selected the week in
February that inc uded the
birthdays of RLraham Lincoln &
ederick Douglassss, two key figures
in the history of Black Americans

The Black Awakening of the 1960s
dramatically expanded the
consciousness of African Amerlcans

about the importance of Black history
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By the time of Woodson's death,
had become a

central part of African Amerlcan life

& substantial progress had

made in bringing'more Amerlccms

to appreciate the celebration
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At mid—century, mayors of cities
nationwide
noting Negro History Week

%
The Civil nghts movement focused

Amerlcans all races on the subject
of the contributions of African
Americans to our history & culture
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The celebration was expanded to a
month in 1976, the nation's bicentennial,
Preswlent Gerald .Ford urg
Amerlcans to selze the ?rportunlty to
honor the too-o enn
accomplishments of Blac Amerlccms in
every area of endeavor throughout our
history.”

That year, fifty years after the first
celebratlon, the association held the first
Black History Month
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ASALH expanded this commemoration of
Black h|story in the United States from a
week-long observance to Black History
Month, which also has been known as
African American History Month
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In the same year, President Ford issued a
Message on t he Observance of Black
History Month. In subsequent years,
residents continued to issue messages
onoring Black History Month

Since then, each American president has
issued Black History Month proclamations.
And the ASALH continues to promote the
study of Black history all year.



1986 ©)

Smce 1996 presidents have issued
annua Rngc amatlons for Natlonal Black
|story mce 6 ongress has

regula pass resolutions onoring
Black History Month

Congress passed Public Law 99-244
% designated February 1986 as
;Vll‘loc:‘til:ﬁnal ack (Afro-American) History

This law noted that February 1, 1986
would ‘mark the beginnin of the 60th
annual public & private salute to Black
History.”
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The law further directed the president to
issue a proclamation calling on the people
of the United States to observe February
1986 as Black History Month with the
appropriate ceremonles & activities.

Pre5|dent Reaga ssued Presu:lentlal
Proclamation g443 roc aim
that “the foremost pur se of Black
History Month is to make all Americans
aware of this stru 9Ie for freedom and

equal opportumty
'I'hlsn?roclclmatlon stated further that this

h was a time “to celebrate the many
achievements of African Americans in
every field from science & the arts to
politics & religion."

%
In February 1996, the Senate passed

Senate Resolution 229 commemorating
Black History Month & the contributions
of Black American U.S. Senators
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The Black History Month 2024

theme is ¢

This explores the key influence
ican Amerlcans have had in the

fields of "

”
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Since 1976 everyAmerlccm
presu:lent as designated Februa serg
as Black History Month & endor:

a specific theme




