
 Herons are the stuff of myth and legend. The great blue heron was a 

favorite of John Bunker Sands. For him, this iconic bird was a symbol of 

wisdom, patience and watchfulness, in keeping with Native American  

traditions. He also believed the Egyptian myth that seeing a heron sym-

bolized a rebirth in one’s life. 

 Cultures through the ages have been captivated by the elegant heron 

family. Herons have been seen as messengers from the gods, protectors 

of travelers and bearers of dead souls to the afterlife. They’ve represent-

ed good fortune, peace, harmony, tranquility, 

solitude and fortitude. 

 Bunker was a passionate lover of the natural 

world and its wildlife. He became devoted to re-

storing the natural seasonal flooding and devel-

oping man-made wetlands on his family’s Seago-

ville/Combine ranch. His dream became reality 

in the East Fork Project after his untimely death 

in 2003 at age 54 from pancreatic cancer.  

 The heron was the fitting choice to adorn 

Bunker’s funeral program. Years later, it was 

again fitting that this mesmerizing symbol of rebirth and wisdom came  

to represent the Wetland Center and the vision of John Bunker Sands.  

D id you know that the great blue heron is 

the inspiration for our logo? The largest 

of the North American water birds, this 

heron is a stately, majestic presence in 

our wetland 12 months a year. But 

that’s only part of the story of how it came 

to represent our organization and the spirit 

of our namesake, John Bunker Sands.  

What’s ? 

‘For Bunker’s funeral program, I found this picture of 
the heron with reflection in the water and printed it on 
a translucent paper. From this photo, I drew the heron 
silhouette that became the John Bunker Sands Wet-
land Center logo.’ 
 

— Lannie Johansen, head of graphics and publishing at 
The Rosewood Corporation, Bunker’s family business 

Height: 45-
54 inches 
Wingspan: 
66-79 inch-
es 
Weight: 5-
6 pounds 
Diet: Al-
most any-
thing with-
in striking 
distance: 
Fish, amphibians, reptiles, small mam-
mals, insects, other birds 
Habitat: Widespread throughout North 
America in shallow water or open fields, 
often coastal in Texas 
Behavior: Usually solitary except when a  
plentiful food source draws a crowd or 
during courtship, breeding or nesting 
Hunting tactics: Stands motionless while 
scanning for prey or wades belly-deep 
with long, deliberate steps, then strikes 
with lightning speed to spear prey 
Flying: Slow wingbeats, creates massive 
silhouette 
Mating behavior: Monogamous during a 
breeding and nesting season but chooses 
a new partner each year 
Nesting sites: Trees, shrubs, channel 
markers, artificial nest platforms and on 
the ground on predator-free, treeless is-
lands. Nesting colonies can attract several 
hundred breeding pairs 
Clutch size: 2-6 eggs 
Number of broods a year: 1-2 
Conservation status: Stable but vulnera-
ble to habitat loss and other human intru-
sions as well as chemical pollutants. Pro-
tected by the Migratory Bird Treaty Act  
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