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Rabbi 6s Mess
Rabbi Beth H. Klafter

was i n grade school
the third Monday i
month wasnot OPresident sd Week Ve
remembered on his birthday, Februaty (here is a story in my family that
when Lincolnds Birthday was once
five or six and suggested that we buy him a shirt as a gift!) And we honc
our first president on his birthday, the tweetond day of February.

Among his accomplishments, President George Washington is reme
bered for the message he shared with Jews in our country. You may know
story about Washingtonds visit to
Touro, built in 1763, is the oldest synagogue in North America and it cont
ues to function as a congregation. After a visit to Touro Synagogue in 17
Washington wrote a letter to the community there. The letter is still read alc
annually in Newport at the congregation. His words, including some that h:
often been cited, remain meaningful and powerful today. (Following are
icespasdrors lais texy)

k The citizens of the United States of America have a right to applaud
Having givery to mankind examples of an enlarged @ned [oéicyl wolittyy of
imitation. All possess alike liberty of conscience and immunities of citizenskt
S & . ... 11
It is now no more that toleration is spoken of as if it were the indulge
of people that another enjoyed the exercise of their inherent natural rights
&overnmentsof the United States, which gives to bigotry no sanction, to pe
tance, requires only that they who live under its protection should demean
citizens in giving it on all occasions their effectual support.

Continued on page 3
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SPONSORED BY.TEMPLE BETH\DAVID'S CONNECTIONS COMMITTEE

FEBRUARY 10th: 2019, 2-4 PM

Free movie and free popcoxn
RSVP BY JANUARY 28"

- Diane Kraut: dianekraut@optimum.net

. COME ENJOY THE SHOW!!
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Cantorial Notedy

Rabbi/Cantor Audrey Halpern

\ Dear Friends,
The month of February could well be a cold and gloomy time of year. But within those short c
) filled with threats of snow and for Steve and me, the advent of tax season, we can each take
“we do with our time and our lives into our own hands. Now, having faced many challenges o
own, | cannot be so naive as to say that we make our own fate. We all know that there is a lot that can hapy
we simply cannot control. It need not be a life and death situation. It could be boredom or the winter blues or,
case, missing my long distance family.
This February | am taking my own advice and making time and spacé daqyak few days in Colorado
(we will have one in Ithaca in January), a weekend or two in New York City, and maybe a couple of special

for our birthdays and Valentineds Day. When we d
long winters seem to melt away and spring gets just a little bit closer.
It doesndt all have to be vacation, though; it

baking a treat or meeting a friend, or reading a great book or learning a new song! We are so blessed to b
draw pleasure from the everyday moments we may take for granted unless we make the conscious choice t
to happiness.

This winter, that is my goal, and | encourage you to try it too. | would love to hear your ideas for how tc
ate more happy moments and make your lives feel the excitement of that little sprinkling of joy throughout th
ter and even beyond!

Remember, the Torah teaches us to choose life!

Wishing you many wonderful moments ahead.

B6shal o

C’m%ﬁ@%

Rabbi/Cantor Audrey Halpern

(Continued from padg

May the children of the stock of Abraham who dwell in this land continue to merit and enjoy the good
antd8 while everyone shall sit in safety under his own vine and fig tree and there shall be none toenakalhim a
mercies scatter light, and not darkness, upon our paths, and make us all in our several vocatiods usetul he
and way everlastingly h&pyashington

As we observe 0Pr es ihdeeus take the tilha tp temember thosebowhafaundgd olr

nation and the values they cherished.
Shalom,

Kabbi both . KlafAoe

Rabbi Beth H Klafter

By the way, do you know where to find the Touro Synagogue letter from George Washington at TBD?
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Margie Gursky Religious School Ne

While the Jewish people are fortunate to have the opportunity to create a second set of N
Year ds resol ut i osealarara Sépterpldedawish),(we still find ouy-
selves giving up on these resolutions fairly quickly. In an attempt to counter this probler
;o L this year, | have decided to make a resolution that renews itself each month. My resoluti
A A then, is that on the first of each month, | will review
the resolutions | made in January and September, think about my progres=

(if any) and amend them where necessary (hopefully). My resolutions ofter =
have to do with parenting my two daughters who are now teenag:fA ’ , F

(Yikes!).

While reading a book on spiritual parenting during the break, | ca
across a different way of wunders eW]
Elohim bara). Prewously, | had thought of it as doing what is right, walki pITIt
with God, etc., which is all fine. But Rabbi Paul Kipnes and Michelle I P Ua[
vember, the authors dewish Spiritual Parestiogce about this idea in ] {
terms of parenting. It should be our goal as parents to ensure that ou R”’Sdo:n Ing

Cliyj,
dren oidentify tzelem Elohim in /o agpdes

Raisipg  3Vers ’ and o

world of kindness and connectecd Spiriyy Jnld,en[,_ 1L19).

In other words, we should see our children for whom they ay R . B
teach them to see the unique and special qualities of other peopl€ R
Thinking of our children as so closely connected to God helps us under- '““*NWMW
stand or at | east accept our childrenos
was troubled with the way she played. | know that sounds crazy, but she
never just played with Legos or dolls or any one thing, like other kids. She would create a city, (right in our |
room!) made of furniture, dolls, blankets, Lego creations, and anything else she could find. Everything was st
taped together. Yes, it took her hours or sometimes days to create and then play with, buptbe ez
unbearable for me. I coul dnoét handl e it. I Sspo
her odifferentd way of playing demonstrates how ¢
15 years. Once | accepted that her behavior (as strange as it was to me at the time), was just a manifestatiol
imagination, peace was brought to our house once again. | stopped trying to get her to play with one thing
time and learned to involve her more in the cleanup. (Her methods of creativity have changed with each phz
childhoodd art, writing, flmmaking. She now is an amateur screenwriter and director.)
Why not take February to be the month of finding
Religious School Parenting Workshop on Sunday, March 10th at 9:15 a.m. Please join me for a bagel and cc

oS

di fferen

sation about finding otzelem El ohimé in youm chil
Religious School Calendar Remlnders
C S o6 NXz N{EK ImOYo | O 5AYYSNI cYnp

c"ONF RS CIF YATL { SNBAOS 1YonLlY

C S 6 NHz N@ D pld RSc¥SRRAY3IZ pLIY

CS o6 NXzZl N&{ dYF ORI f | Kp IDELISNA Sy OS |

CS 0 NXzl NBk mnIYNI RS 5A4020SNE -maek|¥dzy CASER
CSo Nzt N#DMHRS { LIS {SNE yILNByi(ig LYSdAGSRE
CSONUAHNE MTSOoNHzE NB . NBF{1Z b2 zétxaxzdza {
CSONUHzI NwSupIAazdza { OK22f wSadzyya
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Winter Shabbat
Friday, February 8
5:456:30 pm
LGQa O2f R 2dziaA R Speda
Families with YoungK A f RNBY { KI 606
welcome Shabbat with singin§habbat blessings,
crafts and story time, complete with hot chocolatt

Please rsvpWendy@tbdcommack.orgr 631-:499-0915 x31z2

PURIM HAMANTASCHEN ORDER FORM

You haven't celebrated Purim until you've eaten hamentashen!

MName: Teacher (if applicable):

Phone: Email:

Return form and payment by Friday, March 1st to the
Religious School Office. Please order in whole dozens only:
$9.00 per dozen

$25.00 for any three dozen:
Ibs. Apricot Ibs. Poppy
Ibs. Prune Ibs. Raspberry

Enclose a check payable to Temple Beth David ("Hamantaschen® in memo line®) OR
Charge to MasterCard or Visa ($25.00 minimum):

Card #

Expiration date:
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the President 0s

When | became president of the congregation a fellow congregant gave me a book of quotes as a gift
same congregant is seemingly always the first to read my article and send me words of praise which certair
me as | start the next monthds piece.

The book Iwas giveniscald n 6t For get ,byd&Katl8yn ang RasaPettafr &helsubtitleds
the book is ouncommon wisdom for uncommon ti mes.
article this month. After the horrific shootings in Pittsburgh, we as a temple and in fact, the entire Jewish col
nity, were poised to take action to make sure th
would consider uncommon times and therefore need to take uncommon or action that we have not typically d

As you read in the letter expertly written by Craig Cooper, we are already doing a lot to protect all of u:
more is needed. We have hired security guards for major events and busy times in our temple. We have lo
improve our alarm system, conduct-mailock-down drills in our school and make other upgrades to our struc-
ture that will help to protect each of us as we enter our building. Additionally, we are conducting training fe
Board members who serve as hosts and reps each Friday and Saturday, so that these key people know th
dures in order to protect everyoneds health and

Just a few weekends ago | met with Craig Cooper and Steve Sarisohn, and we brainstormed about
thing we are doing as a temple to protect our congregants, guests and facility. We also looked at what ma
location vulnerable and discussed what we can do to address these vulnerabilities. We did all of this as we
grant sponsored by the NYS Division of Homeland Security and Emergency Services. As you already knc
asked everyone to make a donation to our security campaign because unfortunately security protection d
come cheap. This grant offered us the opportunity to apply for additional funds to help us fortify (their word
mine) our facility.

Unfortunately, we did not receive the grant but will continue to pursue other grant opportunities (they le
know one will be offered in 2019). Many thanks to Craig and Steve for all their hard workvartahgrskitls, to
all who donated to our security campaign, and to the countless volunteers who help to make TBD prosper an
tinue to be an amazing place to call home.

As president, I am always humbled by the trem
These very efforts resonated when | read this quote by Isaac Bashevis Singer from the book | was given. Isa
oFor those who are willing to make an effort, great miracles and wonderfdl treadureshace jinestoré. h e~ mi
peace for all, and the treasure we gain is enhanced protection from those who do not share in the miracle we

--Beverly Wolcott

SAVE THE DATE!
MITZVAH DAY 2019
SUNDAY, MAY 5TH
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Emergency Security Fund

Thank you to the following additional donors since our last issue of HaKaol.
With your help, Temple Beth David is working to enhance the safety of our
building for our congregants and our children.

HerbertandSusarAlter
SusarCanin
RobinandStepharCarr
JoseplandJudithCohen
FrankandSheile&Eisinger
BrianandMichelleEskin

HowardandMarcia
Ettinger

JonathamndDeborah
Faust

RichardandBetsyFeldstein

BerrardandGabrielle
Fenster

HarveyandPhyllis
Finkelstein

RichardandDeniseJacobs

HaroldandMarilynJuman

AlanandRobinKaplan
LarryandMiryamLaifer
AllenandTeresd.eon

RobertandEllen
Linnemann

AdamandJennifeMason
HeatheiMason
GaryandFranMayer
SydneyndTobeyMeistrich

DavidandCarolyn
Morganstern

New Soil
BernardandJaclyrOrlan
KennethPasetsky

BenjamirandRegina
Piskorz

REJ Enterprises

DavidandGayReynolds
GaryandBarbara&rosenth:
Ann Schlesinger
MartinandJoyceschorr
Sharp Research
Sisterhooaf TBD
GaryandBarbar&unshine
DavidandDebraTaft
JudithTessitore
BrianandDebbieVogel
MichaelndLori Walsh
RhondawWeintraub
MorielWeiselberg

GeoffreyandAndrea
Weisman

Howardandlris Ziporkin
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Spotlight on Brotherhood

The Brotherhood got off to a rocking start in 2019. On January 20, we watched the AFC Champio
Game at the templ e. Al t hough as | write this ar
of the teams will have been the New England Patriots, who we always boo gleefully, except, of course, fc
Swartz, who most probably will cry like a baby when his team loses and he is mocked brutally. (Of course, i

pectations are not realized, | assume | will be able to edit this paragraph beék@gbes to prirt but | &
pretty sure I 6m right, so even if 1 &dm not able t
I f the fall is about Football, then March is

Madness! If anyone is interested in participating in our service, please contact Steve Swartz
(stephenwswartz@gmail.gorithe service is on Friday, March 8 and the rehearsal is Sunday, February 10, to |
followed by a game of cards (after the rehearsal that is, not at the service). Apparently, there is another Marc
ness event relating to college basketball and we are going to have our own bracket. If you are interested in
pating, please contact (you guessed it) Steve Stepherfwswartz@gmail.goon Adam Browser

(abrowser@yahoo.com (That Swartz guys seems to be doing
him so brutally because of the playoff game). You can participate in our bracket online, which makes it easy
your teams and easier to follow, although we wil

March is a busy month for us. We also have our Third Annual Blues Night on Saturday, March 2, fec
the Kerry Kearney Band. The band is currently touring nationwide on the strength of their new CD, so w
thrilled that we were able to get them to play again this year. Tickets are available on Acceptiva for $20 or $.
door. The last two Blues Nights were rousing successes. A portion of the proceeds goes to a fafitdkic chal
Sophia Valsamos Foundation, whose mission is to empower young people to take a stand against bullying,
port around challenges and embrace each otherds

March is also about Purim, and again the Brotherhood will be running the concession stand. We car
the help we can get, so if you want to volunteer, please let us know. Details will be going out over email
Facebook. | would be remiss not to mention Comedy Night, which is on Saturday, March 30. Although it is
Brotherhood event, a number of Brotherhood members are involved, and we always have a great time.

We have some great events coming up in April as well, including Beer Tasting at the temple, to be fc
by a movie (which right now is likely tdBeerfespincidentally enough). On a more serious note, we are also ple
ning to host a Yom HaShoah speaker on Sunday, April 28 at 9:00 a.m. at the temple.

As you can see, at the Brotherhood we are ha
joined us at an event, please just come down for any one that sounds appealing and see how you like it. Mc
events are free and open to everyone. If you are not getting our emails, please email Adam Browser, ol
sponding secretary,adrowser@yahoo.com Adamés email s are both enter
l'y i mproved since he decided to proofread themé
coming you at one of our many 2019 events!

Dan Dornfeld
Brotherhood President
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3RD ANNUAL

BROTHERHOOD
B1rL.Ues NicHT

featuring the Kerry Kearney Band

Kerry Keamey plays and works his instrument to limits that amaze even
the most «&easonedp n?usician or cultured music fan The sounds Kemry
creates from his w1 at:ge, stock and custom made guitars are as umque
as his songwnting onginal melodies.

Kery was voted “Best Guitarist of 1999” by the LI Voice and
“Bluesman of the Year 2004 by the LI Blues Society. He 1s also the
recipient of the prestigious Long Island Sound Award from the LI
Music Hall of Fame. In 2013, he and his bandmates were inducted into
the New York Blues Hall of Fame. He has toured nationally and
mternationally with the Allman Brothers Band and Dickey Befts, and
has performed with such cont ranes as Sonny th and

Robert Randolf. and his band have shared the :;aage with the such
eats as BB King, Robert Cray, The Blues Brothers Legendary ZZ
op Guitanst Billy Gibbons.

Buy your Tickets here: https://secure.acceptiva.com/?cst=c433ac

R e
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Back by Popular Demand!
Blues Legend

Kerry Kearney
returns to the
Temple Beth David
Blues Hall

March 2, 2019
7 —1lpm
at

Temple Beth Dawid

100 Hauppauge Rd
Commack NY

$20 online/
$25 at the door

a portion of the proceeds wall
be donated to

The Sophia Valsamos
Foundation

Soft drnnks and snacks
to be provided (byob)

Open to the Public!

(must be over 21)
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