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When I was in grade school, we didnõt observe òPresidentsõ 
Dayó as the third Monday in February. The highlight of the 

month wasnõt òPresidentsõ Week Vacation.ó Instead, Abraham Lincoln was 
remembered on his birthday, February 12th. (There is a story in my family that 
when Lincolnõs Birthday was once mentioned at the dinner table, I was about 
five or six and suggested that we buy him a shirt as a gift!) And we honored 
our first president on his birthday, the twenty-second day of February.  

Among his accomplishments, President George Washington is remem-
bered for the message he shared with Jews in our country. You may know the 
story about Washingtonõs visit to Touro Synagogue in Newport, Rhode Island. 
Touro, built in 1763, is the oldest synagogue in North America and it contin-
ues to function as a congregation. After a visit to Touro Synagogue in 1790, 
Washington wrote a letter to the community there. The letter is still read aloud 
annually in Newport at the congregation.  His words, including some that have 
often been cited, remain meaningful and powerful today. (Following are ex-
cerpts from his text.) 

 
The citizens of the United States of America have a right to applaud themselves for 

having given to mankind examples of an enlarged and liberal policyña policy worthy of 
imitation. All possess alike liberty of conscience and immunities of citizenship. 

 
It is now no more that toleration is spoken of as if it were the indulgence of one class 

of people that another enjoyed the exercise of their inherent natural rights, for, happily, the 
Government of the United States, which gives to bigotry no sanction, to persecution no assis-
tance, requires only that they who live under its protection should demean themselves as good 
citizens in giving it on all occasions their effectual support. 

Continued on page 3 
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Dear Friends, 

The month of February could well be a cold and gloomy time of year. But within those short days 
filled with threats of snow and for Steve and me, the advent of tax season, we can each take what 
we do with our time and our lives into our own hands. Now, having faced many challenges of my 

own, I cannot be so naïve as to say that we make our own fate. We all know that there is a lot that can happen that 
we simply cannot control. It need not be a life and death situation. It could be boredom or the winter blues or, in my 
case, missing my long distance family. 

This February I am taking my own advice and making time and space for joy ð a quick few days in Colorado 
(we will have one in Ithaca in January), a weekend or two in New York City, and maybe a couple of special dinners 
for our birthdays and Valentineõs Day. When we dot our times with little highlights that we can look forward to, the 
long winters seem to melt away and spring gets just a little bit closer.  

It doesnõt all have to be vacation, though; it can be the pleasure of singing, or coming together on Shabbat, or 
baking a treat or meeting a friend, or reading a great book or learning a new song! We are so blessed to be able to 
draw pleasure from the everyday moments we may take for granted unless we make the conscious choice to tune in 
to happiness. 

This winter, that is my goal, and I encourage you to try it too. I would love to hear your ideas for how to cre-
ate more happy moments and make your lives feel the excitement of that little sprinkling of joy throughout the win-
ter and even beyond! 

Remember, the Torah teaches us to choose life! 
Wishing you many wonderful moments ahead. 

Bõshalom, 
 

 

 

Rabbi/Cantor Audrey Halpern 

May the children of the stock of Abraham who dwell in this land continue to merit and enjoy the good will of the other inhabit-
antsñwhile everyone shall sit in safety under his own vine and fig tree and there shall be none to make him afraid. May the father of all 
mercies scatter light, and not darkness, upon our paths, and make us all in our several vocations useful here, and in His own due time 
and way everlastingly happy. ~ G. Washington 

 
As we observe òPresidentsõ Dayó on February 18th, let us take the time to remember those who founded our 

nation and the values they cherished.  
Shalom, 

 
 
 

Rabbi Beth H Klafter 
  
By the way, do you know where to find the Touro Synagogue letter from George Washington at TBD? 
 

(Continued from page 1) 
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While the Jewish people are fortunate to have the opportunity to create a second set of New 
Yearõs resolutions each year (January ð secular and September ð Jewish), we still find our-
selves giving up on these resolutions fairly quickly.  In an attempt to counter this problem, 
this year, I have decided to make a resolution that renews itself each month.  My resolution, 
then, is that on the first of each month, I will review 

the resolutions I made in January and September, think about my progress 
(if any) and amend them where necessary (hopefully).  My resolutions often 
have to do with parenting my two daughters who are now teenagers 
(Yikes!). 

While reading a book on spiritual parenting during the break, I came 
across a different way of understanding òcreated in Godõs imageó (bõtzelem 
Elohim bara).  Previously, I had thought of it as doing what is right, walking 
with God, etc., which is all fine.  But Rabbi Paul Kipnes and Michelle No-
vember, the authors of Jewish Spiritual Parenting, spoke about this idea in 
terms of parenting.  It should be our goal as parents to ensure that our chil-
dren òidentify tzelem Elohim in themselves and others, and thus to create a 
world of kindness and connectednessó (p. 119). 

In other words, we should see our children for whom they are and 
teach them to see the unique and special qualities of other people as well.  
Thinking of our children as so closely connected to God helps us under-
stand or at least accept our childrenõs differences.  When my eldest was 4, I 
was troubled with the way she played.  I know that sounds crazy, but she 
never just played with Legos or dolls or any one thing, like other kids.  She would create a city, (right in our living 
room!) made of furniture, dolls, blankets, Lego creations, and anything else she could find.  Everything was scotch-
taped together.  Yes, it took her hours or sometimes days to create and then play with, but the clean-up became 
unbearable for me.  I couldnõt handle it.  I spoke to a wise woman from her nursery school.  She said to me that 
her òdifferentó way of playing demonstrates how creative Lindsey is.  Those words have stuck with me for the past 
15 years.  Once I accepted that her behavior (as strange as it was to me at the time), was just a manifestation of her 
imagination, peace was brought to our house once again. I stopped trying to get her to play with one thing at a 
time and learned to involve her more in the cleanup.  (Her methods of creativity have changed with each phase of 
childhood ð art, writing, filmmaking.  She now is an amateur screenwriter and director.) 
Why not take February to be the month of finding the òtzelem Elohimó in each of your children?  I am holding a 
Religious School Parenting Workshop on Sunday, March 10th at 9:15 a.m.  Please join me for a bagel and conver-

sation about finding òtzelem Elohimó in your children.  Bring stories that will help us all become better parentsΦ 

Margie Gursky     Religious School News 

Religious School Calendar Reminders: 

CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ мΥ         {Ƙŀōōŀǘ 5ƛƴƴŜǊ сΥпр 

                              сǘƘ DǊŀŘŜ CŀƳƛƭȅ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ тΥолǇƳ 

CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ р ϧ сΥ  рǘƘ DǊŀŘŜ ²ŜŘŘƛƴƎΣ рǇƳ 

CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ фΥ         w{ IŀǾŘŀƭŀƘ 9ȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ п-рǇƳ 
CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ млΥ       нκо DǊŀŘŜ 5ƛǎŎƻǾŜǊȅ aǳǎŜǳƳ CƛŜƭŘ ¢ǊƛǇ ŀǘ W//Σ ф-ммŀƳ 

CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ мнΥ       тǘƘ DǊŀŘŜ {ǇŜŀƪŜǊΣ tŀǊŜƴǘǎ LƴǾƛǘŜŘΣ сΥпл-уǇƳ 
CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ мт-нпΥ  CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ .ǊŜŀƪΣ bƻ wŜƭƛƎƛƻǳǎ {ŎƘƻƻƭ 

CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ нрΥ        wŜƭƛƎƛƻǳǎ {ŎƘƻƻƭ wŜǎǳƳŜǎ 
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Winter Shabbat 

Friday, February 8 

5:45-6:30 pm 

LǘΩǎ ŎƻƭŘ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ōǳǘ ǿŀǊƳ ƛƴŘƻƻǊǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ special 

Families with Young CƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ {ƘŀōōŀǘΗ ²ŜΩƭƭ 

welcome Shabbat with singing, Shabbat blessings, 

crafts and story time, complete with hot chocolate! 

Please rsvp: Wendy@tbdcommack.org or 631-499-0915 x312. 
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From the Presidentôs Desk 

SAVE THE DATE! 

MITZVAH DAY 2019 

SUNDAY, MAY 5TH 

When I became president of the congregation a fellow congregant gave me a book of quotes as a gift.  This 

same congregant is seemingly always the first to read my article and send me words of praise which certainly helps 
me as I start the next monthõs piece. 

The book I was given is called Donõt Forget to Sing in the Lifeboats, by Kathryn and Ross Petras.  The subtitle of 
the book is òuncommon wisdom for uncommon times.ó  It is with this subtext in mind that I want to center my 
article this month.  After the horrific shootings in Pittsburgh, we as a temple and in fact, the entire Jewish commu-
nity, were poised to take action to make sure this didnõt happen in our temple.  We are now embarking on what I 
would consider uncommon times and therefore need to take uncommon or action that we have not typically done. 

As you read in the letter expertly written by Craig Cooper, we are already doing a lot to protect all of us, but 
more is needed.  We have hired security guards for major events and busy times in our temple.  We have looked to 
improve our alarm system, conduct lock-out/lock-down drills in our school and make other upgrades to our struc-
ture that will help to protect each of us as we enter our building.  Additionally, we are conducting training for all 
Board members who serve as hosts and reps each Friday and Saturday, so that these key people know the proce-
dures in order to protect everyoneõs health and safety. 

Just a few weekends ago I met with Craig Cooper and Steve Sarisohn, and we brainstormed about every-
thing we are doing as a temple to protect our congregants, guests and facility.  We also looked at what makes our 
location vulnerable and discussed what we can do to address these vulnerabilities.  We did all of this as we wrote a 
grant sponsored by the NYS Division of Homeland Security and Emergency Services.  As you already know, we 
asked everyone to make a donation to our security campaign because unfortunately security protection does not 
come cheap.  This grant offered us the opportunity to apply for additional funds to help us fortify (their word not 
mine) our facility.   

Unfortunately, we did not receive the grant but will continue to pursue other grant opportunities (they let us 
know one will be offered in 2019). Many thanks to Craig and Steve for all their hard work and grant-writing skills, to 
all who donated to our security campaign, and to the countless volunteers who help to make TBD prosper and con-
tinue to be an amazing place to call home. 

As president, I am always humbled by the tremendous efforts of all who work to ensure our templeõs future.  
These very efforts resonated when I read this quote by Isaac Bashevis Singer from the book I was given.  Isaac said, 
òFor those who are willing to make an effort, great miracles and wonderful treasures are in store.ó  I hope the miracle we gain is 
peace for all, and the treasure we gain is enhanced protection from those who do not share in the miracle we believe 
in. 

 
 
 

--Beverly Wolcott 
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Thank you to the  following additional donors since our last issue of  HaKol.  
With your help, Temple Beth David is working to enhance the safety of  our 
building for our congregants and our children. 
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Spotlight on Brotherhood 

The Brotherhood got off to a rocking start in 2019.  On January 20, we watched the AFC Championship 

Game at the temple.  Although as I write this article, I donõt know yet which teams we watched, Iõm fairly sure one 
of the teams will have been the New England Patriots, who we always boo gleefully, except, of course, for Steve 
Swartz, who most probably will cry like a baby when his team loses and he is mocked brutally.  (Of course, if my ex-
pectations are not realized, I assume I will be able to edit this paragraph before the Hakol goes to printñbut Iõm 
pretty sure Iõm right, so even if Iõm not able to edit, Iõm willing to take that chance!)  
 If the fall is about Football, then March is aboutéThe Brotherhood Shabbat Service, also known as March 
Madness!  If anyone is interested in participating in our service, please contact Steve Swartz 
(stephenwswartz@gmail.com).  The service is on Friday, March 8 and the rehearsal is Sunday, February 10, to be 
followed by a game of cards (after the rehearsal that is, not at the service).  Apparently, there is another March Mad-
ness event relating to college basketball and we are going to have our own bracket.  If you are interested in partici-
pating, please contact (you guessed it) Steve Swartz (stephenwswartz@gmail.com) or Adam Browser 
(abrowser@yahoo.com).  (That Swartz guys seems to be doing a lot for us, so I probably shouldnõt have mocked 
him so brutally because of the playoff game).  You can participate in our bracket online, which makes it easy to pick 
your teams and easier to follow, although we will also be having a bracket selection night at Millerõs Ale House.  

March is a busy month for us.  We also have our Third Annual Blues Night on Saturday, March 2, featuring 
the Kerry Kearney Band.  The band is currently touring nationwide on the strength of their new CD, so we are 
thrilled that we were able to get them to play again this year. Tickets are available on Acceptiva for $20 or $25 at the 
door.  The last two Blues Nights were rousing successes. A portion of the proceeds goes to a fantastic charityñthe 
Sophia Valsamos Foundation, whose mission is to empower young people to take a stand against bullying, find sup-
port around challenges and embrace each otherõs differences. So we hope to see everyone there.    

March is also about Purim, and again the Brotherhood will be running the concession stand.   We can use all 
the help we can get, so if you want to volunteer, please let us know.  Details will be going out over email and on   
Facebook.  I would be remiss not to mention Comedy Night, which is on Saturday, March 30.  Although it is not a 
Brotherhood event, a number of Brotherhood members are involved, and we always have a great time.  

We have some great events coming up in April as well, including Beer Tasting at the temple, to be followed 
by a movie (which right now is likely to be Beerfest, coincidentally enough). On a more serious note, we are also plan-
ning to host a Yom HaShoah speaker on Sunday, April 28 at 9:00 a.m. at the temple.  

As you can see, at the Brotherhood we are having a great time doing all sorts of activities.  If you havenõt 

joined us at an event, please just come down for any one that sounds appealing and see how you like it.  Most of our 

events are free and open to everyone.  If you are not getting our emails, please email Adam Browser, our corre-

sponding secretary, at abrowser@yahoo.com.  Adamõs emails are both entertaining and informative, and theyõve real-

ly improved since he decided to proofread themé and of course, join us on Facebook.  We look forward to wel-

coming you at one of our many 2019 events! 

Dan Dornfeld 

Brotherhood President 

mailto:stephenwswartz@gmail.com
mailto:stephenwswartz@gmail.com
mailto:abrowser@yahoo.com
mailto:abrowser@yahoo.com
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