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Rabbi’s Message by 
        Rabbi Beth H. Klafterof 

 As we begin the month of December this 

year, we will be nearing the end of the Hebrew month 
of Kislev. There are several interesting facts about this 
month.  
Most Hebrew months are 29 OR 30 days long. Kislev 

can be either 29 or 30 days. The options enable the Jewish months to be cali-
brated to coincide appropriately with the holiday cycles. Depending upon what 
we consider the first month of the year, Kislev is either the ninth month or the 
third month. Nissan, the springtime month when we celebrate Passover is one 
of two ‘heads of the year.’ Counting from the first of Nissan, Kislev is the ninth 
month. On the other hand, more often we consider the first of Tishri, Rosh 
HaShana, the ‘new year,’ in which case Kislev is the third month. Another calen-
dar fact is that Kislev can begin on any day of the week except for Shabbat. 

According to the calculations about the Great Flood in the time of No-
ah, the rains began on the 17th of Cheshvan and continued for 40 days. Thus, 
most of the rain that fell, fell in Kislev and ended on the 27th of the month – this 
year coinciding with the first day of December. And, of course, after the flood, 
Noah and his family, and the animals were able to leave the ark and begin anew. 
According to this calendar reckoning, the anniversary of the first sign of the 
rainbow in the sky falls in the first days of our current (secular) month. 

The rainbow after the flood reminds me of the lights of Chanukah which 
also shine during Kislev. In the darkest season of the year, when the days are the 
shortest, we kindle the flames of Chanukah candles. Light literally helps us find 
our way out of a dark space, like the flashlight we find when the power goes out. 
Light is also symbolic, of course, of finding our way out of darkness of pain, or 
sadness, or ignorance, or injustice. The promise of the rainbow and the celebra-
tion of Chanukah both offer such light and inspiration. 

Lastly, the spelling of the name, Kislev, is meaningful as well. Its Hebrew 
letters are: Kaf, Samech, Lamed, Vav.  

 ִכְסֵלו
 

In Gematria, all letters of the Hebrew alphabet have numerical values 
and the sum of their values point to new insights. In this case, the letters add up 
to 116 (Kaf = 20, samech = 60, lamed = 30 and vav = 6). Using 116, when we 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Clergy Reflections by  
Rabbi Audrey Halpern 

 

Dear Friends, 

 We all know that we learn from our children in addition to teaching them whatever we can 
impart.  This morning I was listening to the D'var Torah of our students. As I thought about the 
message of our B'not Mitzvah it became clear that they learned important life lessons. From deal-
ing with isolation to truth telling and family dynamics, these girls really thought about and extract-

ed meaning and relevance from the words of Torah. 
I recently had guests at my new home who were visiting and also eager to check out our renovation since they 

are planning a remodel of their own. As the couple walked in, the husband innocently exclaimed, "Oh, look, there is 
the stone you didn't want!" to his wife. Her jaw dropped and she was speechless. I quickly laughed and reassured her 
that it was fine, no offense taken. She said, "if you think that's bad, you should have heard him tell my sister last night 
that her chicken dish was just so-so." 

In Parshat Toldot Rebecca and Jacob deceive Isaac. They want to trick him into giving his blessing to Jacob 
instead of Esau. It prompted the rabbis of the Talmud to discuss the idea of truth telling and lying or deception.  
Now, in a perfect world there would be no lying, only truth, but if we all look ourselves in the mirror, we know that 
we have lied. The rabbis reassure us that there are actually times when a blatant truth is not the correct judgment. 

The example often cited is that it is always a suitable lie to tell any bride that she is beautiful. In fact it is a mitz-
vah. Just as in most talmudic explanations, the derivatives are clear. If it is the right thing to tell the bride (who might 
not be typically described as beautiful) that she looks beautiful, the same could be said about our friend's sister's chick-
en, or even my stone. 

In some cases we can say nothing at all and that is just as acceptable, but the inherent lesson is that the truth, 
while important and certainly an aspiration, can also be unnecessarily hurtful and we should care about the feelings of 
others when we share our reactions and opinions. 
  As we light the Chanukah lights, may we be reminded of the Maccabees and their bravery, and may we also 
find illumination in the lessons of Torah that guide our steps and lead us on paths of kindness and gentleness. 

Chag Chanukah Sameach! 

Grandma’s joy 
 

comes from a phone call 
 

that creates 
 

a sweet breeze 
 

blows past worry’s worn old face 
 

trims her prayers with lace 
 
 

                        --Sandy Wicker 



   Message from 
       President Craig Cooper trees.’ Purim falls in March and Pass-
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Happy Chanukah!  

 With Chanukah coming so early this year, I’m not sure if this column should say 
“Have a Happy Chanukah” or “Hope you had a Happy Chanukah.” So, I’ll split the dif-
ference and remind you that our wonderful clergy and many temple members will be 

leading at-home candle lighting via Zoom every evening of the festival. Check the latest Megillah email for times and 
details.  

With this said, I wanted to share something else with you, and hope you’re ready to laugh as much as I did.  
When my wife Tammy and I tuned in for a Shabbat service a while back, there was a new feature offered by Zoom – 
closed captioning. As technology advances in quantum leaps, there are now voice-recognition algorithms on YouTube 
and other platforms that can pick out spoken words, even if there’s music playing in the background, or the cheers of 
people at a sporting event. 

And now Zoom has stepped into the fray. If you click the little “CC” icon on your device, a split second after 
Rabbi Klafter says “We begin our service on page 106. Please rise” her words magically appear on the screen. Cantor 
Halpern sings “How sweet it is” and Zoom blissfully types “how sweet it is” on your screen. The capitalization or 
punctuation may be imperfect, but it’s simply amazing. 

But Zoom never planned on people switching from English to Hebrew. Their state of the art algorithm deliv-
ers a state of utter chaos, as the poor Zoom data system “listens” to the speaker and tries to figure out what to do 
with anything more complex than “Shabbat Shalom.” Somewhere, there is a devastated computer programmer (are 
they even called that anymore?) watching his or her closed captioning brainchild fail miserably.  

How miserably? The night Tammy and I tried it for the first time, exasperated congregants were sending mes-
sages in the Zoom chat window, “CRAIG, WHAT’S WRONG WITH THE CLOSED CAPTIONING??” I had to 
resist the urge to write back “HOW ON EARTH SHOULD I KNOW? TRY TO FIGURE IT OUT!” 

It was so strange, I was compelled to save the word-for-word closed captioning from the service. In the digital 
equivalent of trying to fit a square peg into a round hole here are some actual examples of Hebrew being mangled in-
to English captions. I will leave it to you to figure out what the Hebrew words were: 
 

Kiyoshi him later on he puts a theater. 
Woo Hoo Tommy Bahama unit total for the new movie genre. 
Comments bow tie. On top of the bar, oh. 
Hello. Hello. How you. Hi your wishing on the show. 
Toby emo, maybe in Target. So much heroes for me, me me.  

 
It’s funny in a way, but it’s also a sign of our times that many of us are still using our own home as our sanctuary, and 
depending on new technology to help us navigate new ways to work, to shop, to interact, and yes – to worship.  

I will admit that when I’m at services, and something is being sung or spoken in Hebrew, I rely almost com-
pletely on the English translation on the facing page of our siddur. It’s sort of in-person closed captioning. Praying and 
singing in Hebrew in a sanctuary full of fellow Jews has always been a powerful part of my religious expression, and 
my family’s time at Temple Beth David has given us all the opportunity to learn and get more from our worship. I 
hope it has for you as well. 

A year ago, my Hakol column described the approach of the Winter Solstice – usually on December 21.  It’s 
the day each year with the least amount of sunlight. You probably don’t need a reminder of the dark place most of us 

(Continued on page 12) 



Page  5                                                      HaKol 



The Voice of Temple Beth David                           Page 6 

 Margie Gursky  Religious School News 

 The sixth night of Chanukah is often reserved for tzedakah rather than giving and re-

ceiving gifts and has been aptly named, “Ner Shel Tzedakah,” the candle of tzedakah.  When we 
give to those less fortunate, we also inspire others to join us in our goal to repair the world, to 
fight against hunger, illness, environmental challenges, and educational disparities. 
Call it a pre-Chanukah miracle, but even during a pandemic, dozens of Religious School fami-

lies came out on Mitzvah Day to help repair the world and fight against some of society’s scourges. Students, parents, 
teen volunteers, and teachers spent their Sunday morning participating in activities to benefit our community.  Our 
parents, teachers, and student aides (Rachel Steinert, Ilana Kaplan, Jacob Seto, Gita Seto, Jake Alpert, Jen Reynolds, 
Steven Reynolds, Macs Radner) led the families with several activities: making 24 dog toys from donated t-shirts that 
were then donated to Little Shelter; making 3 fleece blankets and 18 cards for Gurwin residents; and another 18 cards 
were sent to Jewish soldiers.  Debbie Morrison led the families in 
making bags of fun for less fortunate children; Bennett Vogel (and 
his dad) with some help from Macs Radner led the students in 
looming hats for Dolan patients (this was such a success that he has 
continued to do this with TBD families every other Sunday!)  In 
addition, the Goodman and Harvey families ran the food drive at 
Shoprite and came back with a ton of food donations that Isaiah 58 
organized, packaged and delivered to those in need. 

One activity, however, benefited our TBD community di-
rectly: The reorganization of the Library in Room 5.  Amanda and 
Graham Sokolowski and a few other students undertook this seem-
ingly overwhelming task.  Next time you stop by TBD, please 
check it out and feel free to borrow a book from our shelves.  Or 
keep one of the FREE books on the cart in the hallway.   

Since it is Chanukah now, why not borrow a book from our 
holiday section.  On the free books cart, there are two books about 
Chanukah.  The Chanukah Book provides information about the 
meaning of Chanukah as well as dozens of Chanukah projects that 
families can do to celebrate the holiday.  All the Lights in the Night is 
a children’s picture book about a Russian family looking for a Cha-
nukah miracle while on a difficult journey. 

We also have books on Israel (biblical and modern), Jewish 
history in America and elsewhere, Jewish Life (life cycles, rituals, 
traditions), prayer books, books about prayer, Jewish art and litera-
ture, Holocaust and antisemitism books, Hebrew Bibles, commen-
taries and other Jewish sources, Jewish women’s health, Jewish holi-
days, and children’s chapter books and picture books, and so much 
more.  I hope to see you here browsing through the library shelves 
this year! 

Enjoy the rest of Chanukah with your families and maybe 

try out the Ner Shel Tzedakah tradition on the sixth night! 
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turn to the Chapter 1 of Genesis, verse 16, we read from the story of the creation of the world: “And God made the 
two great lights—the greater light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night—and the stars.” Thus, embed-
ded into the very essence of its name, Kislev is a month which brings us light.  

When we look to the name, we can also read two smaller Hebrew words: “Kis” and “Lev.” Kis is a pocket and 
Lev is a heart. Thus, Kislev is a ‘pocket of the heart.’ In these last days of this month, Kislev calls upon each of us to 
reach into our own pockets, places of safety and sometimes places of hiding, to bring out our hearts – hearts full of 
light and love – into an otherwise dark world. 

(Continued from page 1) 
 

TOGETHER WITH TOTS 
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Chai Club 

Year End Tax Planning - Donating to Temple Beth David 
 

2021 is fast coming to close. Now is the time to take advantage of  the available tax benefits of  do-
nating to Temple Beth David. 

If  you itemize deductions, you can donate to the temple and get a tax deduction. You can mail 
your check to the Temple, drop it off  at the temple office or go to our website. 

Donating appreciated stock will generate a deduction for the fair market value of  the stock 
AND avoid any potential capital gains tax. 

Those over the age of  70 ½ who are taking required minimum distributions from their IRA 
(RMD’s) can make a gift of  up to the amount of  the RMD or $100,000 (whichever is less) 
directly from your IRA to the temple without having to pay income taxes on the money. 
This Qualified Charitable Distribution (QCD) does not generate any taxable income nor a 
tax deduction so you can benefit even if  you don’t itemize your deductions. Since the distri-
bution/donation does not count as income, this may help lower your Medicare premiums 
and decrease the amount of  Social Security benefits subject to income tax as well. 

Please consult a tax or financial advisor about your individual situation. 

Chai Club members met for lunch to wish our Snowbirds a healthy, happy winter.  We are looking forward to see-

ing everyone in the spring when the weather is warmer.  For information about joining the Chai Club, contact Sheila 
Eisinger at seising2@gmail.com. 

mailto:seising2@gmail.com


News from Isaiah 58 
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THE HUNGRY NEED  
OUR HELP EVERYDAY! 

 

Please try to bring a non-perishable item with you when you come to Temple and place it in our 
food bin located in the lobby.  We periodically empty the bin and bring these items to the food 
banks in Suffolk County to be distributed to the people who so desperately need them.     

Peanut Butter & Jelly 
Project 

 Can it be that this year is almost over? Looking back at Isaiah 58’s activities in 

2021, we packed in community service despite the pandemic. All year long, Isaiah 58 Social 
Action Committee members kept buying food, making monetary donations and purchas-
ing gift cards each month. With the enthusiasm of our whole congregation and religious 
school, we donated over 1200 pounds of food from our Food Drives. We sent money to 
Long Island Cares to support their efforts and partnered with the SYJCC to deliver food to 
families in need. We donated school supplies, books, Bags of Fun and collected needed 

items for donation at our annual Mitzvah Day. Our beloved PB&J sandwich project has new leadership with Caryn 
Cantley at the helm. Mid-December will be the next session so look for information regarding sign-up. Many thanks 
to Cara Millman and Carol Weintraub for their volunteer service leading PB&J and making sandwiches and delicious 
lunches that fed hundreds of children! Hat Looming Club, under the direction of Debbie and Bennett Vogel, contin-
ues through the wintertime when warm hats are needed most. Hat Looming meets on Sunday mornings at the tem-
ple so look for their meeting dates.  

Looking ahead, we are excited to celebrate 25 years of Mitzvah Day at TBD on May 1, 2022 and hope you 
join us for the Friday night service on April 29, when honorees will be recognized for their longtime dedicated ser-
vice. 

 Thank you to everyone who participated in our Thanksgiving Food Drive! We are grateful to YOU! 
Bags and bags of donated food were given to families who are experiencing food insecurity. Our mission continues 
into the new year; with vaccines, masking and social distancing to keep us safe, more charitable events will be back in 
person at TBD!  

On behalf of the Isaiah 58 Committee, Happy Chanukah! We welcome new members to join us knowing 
that “many hands make light work.” 
  Our next meeting is on December 15, 2021 at 7:30 pm. 

—Jane Gaines 

Isaiah 58 Chair 



…..what you’re doing and join our lay led group. 
 

Haftorah Study Session     Shabbat Service and Torah Study  
No special skills or       Saturdays at 9:15 a.m. at TBD  

Hebrew reading required. 
Mondays at 2 p.m. at TBD   

Temple Beth David’s  
Thanksgiving Food Drive 



   Sisterhood February, other than the week  
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 The year is just flying by! As I write this article it is almost Thanksgiving and Chanukah. I 

want to say how thankful I am for all the women who have become great friends since I have be-
come Sisterhood President. Even though most of my presidency has been virtual, it still has been 
very rewarding. My term as President is up in June and we are looking for some new women to 
become leaders of the Sisterhood. If you are reading this and thinking that maybe you would like 
to give it a try, please contact me or any of the current Sisterhood board members.  
     This month I want to thank Toni Spring for arranging a night of learning on how to finger knit 

a warm cuddly chunky blanket and for leading December’s book club book discussion on The Last Thing He Told 
Me by Laura Dave. Our book club continues, so keep looking in the Megillah for updates. Sisterhood members watch 
your emails for the next book. 

May everyone enjoy this time of year with family and friends and stay safe. 
--Karin Brandsdorfer 
Sisterhood President 



   Spotlight on Brotherhood 
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 By the time you read this, Thanksgiving will be a memory.  However, I 

am writing this as Thanksgiving preparations are underway in my house.  My 
wife is planning the menu and making sure we have enough wine and food for 
all our guests.  So with Thanksgiving on my mind, here are some things (in no 
particular order) for which I am thankful. 
 I am thankful for the clergy, staff and educators at Temple Beth David.  

They are educating the next generation of Jews and helping to keep alive the traditions of a people that have survived 
thousands of years and overcome countless obstacles.  What the Jewish people have contributed to the world is re-
markable, and we are educating our children here at TBD to appreciate all of that history and to carry it forward to 
share with the next generation of Jews. 

I am thankful for my Co-President, Steve Swartz, who has shouldered the burdens and responsibilities of the 
office with me the past year and a half.   I am thankful for the other current Brotherhood officers who have devoted 
their time and energies to help make the Temple a better place.  With their assistance, this year alone, Brotherhood has 
held Brotherhood Shabbat, had a Yom Hashoah speaker, built the Sukkah and ushered at the High Holidays.  I am 
thankful for the prior presidents and officers of the Brotherhood, who kept the bonds of Brotherhood going.  Since I 
joined the Brotherhood, the presidents have been Neal Brandsdorfer, Craig Cooper, Dan Dornfeld, Randy Klein and 
Steve Sarisohn.  Their service to the Brotherhood and to the Temple has been tremendous.  

I am thankful for all the friends I have made at, and because of, Temple Beth David.  Although I may have 
met them first at 100 Hauppauge Road, my relationships with them have branched out beyond that address.  I have 
dined, golfed, traveled, conducted business, attended concerts, celebrated holidays, grieved and laughed with these 
people.  Some of them have become more than friends.  If I were Ross, they would be my Joeys and Chandlers.  But I 
do not forget where our friendship was first forged, and I am grateful for that. 

For those of you who haven’t experienced the joys of being part of Brotherhood, and the friendships it can 
create, Steve and I welcome you to join us at our next event.   

        —Adam Browser   
        Brotherhood Co-President                                                                                             

were in a year ago, reeling from the ongoing pandemic 
and still wondering when things would return to some 
semblance of normal. My wish in December 2020, and 
my wish a year later, remains the same. Beginning the 
day after the Winter Solstice, the sun will shine a little 
bit longer every day for the next six months. I hope 
that by the end of this month, that little bit of extra 
light each day helps to brighten your mood, energize 
your motivation and hopefully illuminate your spiritual-
ity.  

Translation: Come back to the temple!  You’re probably getting sick of my reminders that Temple Beth David 
is ready to welcome you in person with open arms (socially distanced, of course) when you are ready. Let me go a 
step further this month and say that we miss you. Yes, you! We want you to be ready, and we want to know how 
we can help that happen. Make no mistake - we want you back in our building, probably more than you realize. 
Because the truth is whether it’s a service or a ceremony, a social gathering with Sisterhood, Brotherhood, Isaiah 
58, Chai Club, Torah Study, a community service event like Mitzvah Day – you name it – with more people there, 
it’s a better experience for everyone. Strength in numbers. The more the merrier. You get the picture. 

When you’re participating in person for anything happening at Temple Beth David, there’s no need for 
closed captioning. The meaning, the joy, and the sense of community are all around you.  I hope to see you soon.  

—Craig Cooper 
Temple President 

(Continued from page 4) 



Gracious Gifts from Thoughtful  People 

Page  13                                                      HaKol 

To make a donation to  
Temple Beth David for a  

special occasion or in memory of a 
loved one, please contact Robin in the 

temple office at  
499-0915 ext. 310 or  

Robin@tbdcommack.org. 

Rabbi Klafter’s 
Discretionary Fund 
Debbie, David & Abby Taft 
In memory of Janet Taft 
The Chait Family 
In honor of Gabriella Motta’s Bat Mitzvah 
Lisa Wilks & Bill Gallo 
In honor of the B’nai Mitzvah of Billy, Daniel 
& Matthew Gallo 
Susan Wilks 
In honor of the B’nai Mitzvah of Billy, Daniel 
& Matthew Gallo 
 
Rabbi Halpern’s 
Discretionary Fund 
Arlene Senzer 
In memory of Raymond Senzer 
The Chait Family 
In honor of Gabriella Motta’s Bat Mitzvah 
Susan Canin 
In memory of Joseph Rothbaum 
Lisa Wilks & Bill Gallo 
In honor of the B’nai Mitzvah of Billy, Daniel 
& Matthew Gallo 
Susan Wilks 
In honor of the B’nai Mitzvah of Billy, Daniel 
& Matthew Gallo 
Diane Feldman & Melissa Desjardins 
In memory of Edward Feldman 
 
Economic Crisis Relief Fund 
Caroline Levy & David Lazer 
In memory of Robert Levy 
 
General Fund 
Maxine & Ronald Alschuler 
In memory of Daniel Alschuler 
Joyce & Alfred Derrow 
In memory of Elias Derrow 
 

Ellen & Robert Linnemann 
In memory of Marvin Linnemann 
Audrey & Barry Krostich 
In memory of Howard Faust 
Shirley & Charlie Offman  
In memory of Lola Offman 
Sharman & Edward Regensburg 
In memory of Rosalind Mancher 
Sheila & Frank Eisinger 
In memory of Fay Ehrenreich 
Tobey Rosof-Meistrich & Sydney 
Meistrich 
In memory of Joseph Schneider 
In memory of Muriel Elfring 
In memory of Ira Rosof 
Iris & Lou Schmidt 
In memory of Morris Greene 
Susan & Fred Paul 
In memory of Bertha Paul 
Miryam & Lawrence Laifer 
In memory of Jack Laifer 
In memory of Werner Grave 
Susan & Alan Brudno 
In memory of Jack Brudno 
Barbara & Gary Sunshine 
In memory of Anita Sunshine 
Joan & Roy Gilbert 
In memory of Lucille Gilbert 
Lillian & Leon Falk 
In memory of Angelina Rosaria 
Susan & Stephen Cooperman 
In memory of Ida Glanzberg 
Phyliss & Marc Grusensky 
In memory of Anne Katz 
Judy Goodman 
In memory of Joseph Welson 
Debra & Michael Ball 
In memory of George Ball 
 
 

Robyn & Lance Kravis 
In memory of Harvey Kravis 
Isaiah 58 Fund 
Lin & Ira Wasserman 
In memory of Howard Faust 
Sandy & Hal Wicker 
In memory of Howard Faust 
Thanksgiving Food Drive 
Kraut Family 
In memory of Abraham Pearlstein 
Maxine & David Fischer 
Thanksgiving Food Drive 
Barbara & Gary Rosenthal 
Thanksgiving Food Drive 
Sandy Wolfson 
Thanksgiving Food Drive 
In memory of Lenny Gaines 
In memory of Howard Faust 
Carole Yudin 
In memory of Howard Faust 
Thanksgiving Food Drive 
 
Norm Neiderman Fund 
Jane & David Olshever 
In memory of Howard Faust 
 
Barbara & Susan Stearns  
Garden Fund 
Nancy J. Stearns 
In memory of Alan Jusko 



Yahrzeits December 2021 
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12/1 Albert Klinger 
 Betty Manley 
 Frieda Wolk 
12/2 Julius Hahn 
 Ruth Harris 
 Lewis Troupp 
 Ira Cohen 
 Saul Shapiro 
 Brett Silberman 
 Max Dicker 
12/3 Jenessa Shapiro 
 Joseph Welson 
 Fanny Strumpf 
 Kathleen Hollander 
 Charles Levy 
 Samuel Ury 
12/4 David Katz 
 Anita Sunshine 
12/5 Arthur Ziff 
 Hattie Decker 
 Robert Herman 
 Julius Freedman 
12/6 Samuel Dreilinger 
 Victoria Hollander 
12/7 Geraldine Janicola 
 Rebecca Leonard 
 David Merritt 
 Moe Steinberg 
12/8 Harry Adelman 
 Lucille Grabois 
 Benjamin Hallman 
 Beatrice Horowitz 
 Lewis Kravette 
 Paul Rosenberg 
12/9 Gloria Bixhorn 
 Dora Forbstein 
 Saul Meistrich 
 Ira Rosof 
 Minnie Moroff 
12/10 David Backer 
 Muriel Elfring 
 Carolyn Coen Aizenman 
12/11 Cele Goldfarb 
 Neil Blatt 
 Gerald Anglim 
 Jeffrey Stuart Ettinger 
12/12 Sam Horowitz 
 Harry Nathan Cohen 
 Pearl Feldman 
12/13 Sandra Baron 

12/13 Sylvia Kaufman 
 Morris Ettinger 
 Morris Gross 
 Sophie Finkelstein 
 Charlotte Niederman 
 Denise Ross 
 Florence Solomon 
12/14 Milton Jaffe 
 Judith E. Feldman 
 Ray Rosen 
 Rose Kaufman 
 Sam Spielman 
12/15 Ruth Hoffenberg 
 Franklin Lerner 
 Benjamin Juman 
 Irving Kwitkin 
 Pearl Kwitkin 
 Fay Schlesinger 
 Leon Schneider 
 Murray Schwartz 
12/16 Sarah Arav 
 Sol Drucker 
 Rose Weinberger 
 Sol Drucker 
 Richard Loman 
 Jerome Freedman 
12/17 Rose Tobin 
 Ethel Bieber 
 Doris Fink 
 Freida Levy 
 Bertram Olshever 
 Mollie Drucker 
12/18 Alice Scherer 
 Edward Joseph Hardman 
 Pearl Donshik 
 Helen Savitzky 
12/19 Pearl Meistrich 
 Leon Piskorz 
 Morris Galanty 
12/20 Gladys Zeichner 
 George Stern 
 Josef Rubin 
 Shimon Lazar 
 Nathan Dinces 
 Sonia Reiff 
 Abe Grumet 
12/21 Sam Eisenberg 
 Harry Feldman 
12/22 Sarah Durkin 
 Jacob Spiegel 

12/23 Sally Appollo 
 Beatrice Barth 
12/24 Edith Abrams 
 Fae Langsner 
 Ruth Shapiro 
 Dola Warsaw 
 Pete Talbot 
12/25 Gertrude Aboulafia 
 Blanche Hoffenberg 
 Judi Levy 
 Charlotte Gershowitz 
 Simon Schwartzman 
12/26 Jack Brass 
 Beverly Arnold 
 Bess Faust 
 Ira Rubin 
 Harry B. Siegel 
12/27 Rene Orellana 
 Lucille Coren 
 Teddy Steinberg 
 Hilda Rosen 
 William Rosen 
 Harry Grumet 
 Sophie Levin 
 Abraham Solomon 
 Etta Klein 
 Marion Wasserman 
12/28 Lenore Ziff 
 Samuel Feldman 
 Bernard Cohen 
 Phyllis Dornbaum 
 Vanburn Allicock 
 Frank J. Panaro 
12/29 Marshall Matican 
 Max Rosenthal 
12/30 Robert Wagner 
 Barry Feldman 
 Joseph Berger 
 Harold Greenberg 
 Margrit Didner 
 Norman Niederman 
 Estelle Stearns 
 Bruce Witkover 
12/31 Jesse Browser 
 Mac Spatz 
 Sigrid Grey 
 Louis Wolfson 
 Harry Wolk 



Sunday  Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
 

  1 2 3 
 
7:30 pm 
Shabbat Service with 
Birthday Blessings 

4 
 

9:15 am 
Torah Study & Service 
 

 
 
 
 
 

5 
Chanukah Happening 

6 
2:00 pm 
Haftorah Study Group 
 
6:30 pm 
Hebrew High at TBE 
 
7:30 pm  
Sisterhood Cookie 
Swap 

7 
7:00 pm 
History of Women 
Rabbis 

8 
6:45 pm  
6th Grade PACT 
 
 

9 
 
 

10 
 
8:00 pm 
Shabbat Service  

11 
 
9:15 am 
Torah Study & Service 
 

 
 
 

12 
 

13 
2:00 pm 
Haftorah Study Group 
 
6:30 pm 
Hebrew High at TBE 
 
7:30 pm 
Budget & Finance Mtg. 
 
 

14 
 
6:45 pm  
4th/5th Grade PACT 
 
8:00 pm  
Brotherhood  Meeting 

15 
 
7:30 pm 
Sisterhood Meeting 
 
7:30 pm 
Isaiah 58 Meeting 
 

16 
 
 

17 
 
8:00 pm 
Shabbat Service  

18 
 
9:15 am 
Torah Study & Service 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

19 

 
 

20 
2:00 pm 
Haftorah Study Group 
 
7:00 pm 
Executive Board  
 
8:00 pm 
TBD Board Meeting 

21 
 
7:00 pm 
History of Women 
Rabbis 

22 
 

 

23 
 

 

24 
 
TEMPLE OFFICES 

CLOSED 
 
 
5:00 pm 
Shabbat Service   

25 
9:15 am 
Torah Study & Service 
 
11:00 am 
Brotherhood Visit to 
Gurwin 
 

 
 

26 
 
           
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

27 
 

TEMPLE OFFICES 
CLOSED 

 
 

 
 

28 
 

TEMPLE OFFICES 
CLOSED 

 
 

NO RELIGIOUS 
SCHOOL 

 
 
 
 
 
 

29 
 

TEMPLE OFFICES 
CLOSED 

 
 

NO RELIGIOUS 
SCHOOL 

 
 
 
 
 
 

30 
 

TEMPLE OFFICES 
CLOSED 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

31 
 

TEMPLE OFFICES 
CLOSED 

 
5:00 pm 
Shabbat Service  with 
Anniversary Blessings 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1 
9:15 am 
Torah Study & Service 
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Worship Schedule 
 
 
 

Friday, December 3 
Shabbat  Miketz 
7:30 pm Shabbat Service with Birthday Blessings 
 
Saturday, December 4 
10:00 am Torah Study and Service 
 
Friday, December 10 
Shabbat Vayigash 
8:00 pm Shabbat Service  
 
Saturday, December 11 
10:00 am Torah Study and Service 
 
Friday, December 17 
Shabbat  Vayechi 
8:00 pm Shabbat Service  
 
Saturday, December 18 
10:00 am Torah Study and Service 
 
Friday, December 24 
Shabbat Shemot 
8:00 pm Shabbat Service  
 
Saturday, December 25 
10:00 am Torah Study with Service 
 
Friday, December 31 
Shabbat Vaera 
8:00 pm Shabbat Service with Anniversary Blessings 
 
Saturday, January 1 
10:00 am Torah Study with Service 

HaKol 
TEMPLE BETH DAVID 

100 Hauppauge Road, Commack, NY 
11725 

(631) 499-0915 
www.tbdcommack.org 

 

Staff 

 
Senior Rabbi ................................. Beth H. Klafter, D.D. 

Rabbi ............................... Audrey Halpern, D.D.,D.Min. 

Rabbi Emeritus .................. Leonard B. Troupp, D.D.z”l 

Cantor Emeritus ............................... Cantor Taorminaz”l 

Asst. Director, Religious School .... Dr. Margie Gursky 

Clergy Administrative Assistant ................ Wendy Perry 

Temple Administrator .................................. Robin Kain 

Bookkeeper……………………………….Myra Shak 

Organist ................................................. Dr. Gary de Sesa 

Officers 

President ...................................................... Craig Cooper 

Executive Vice President ........................ Elissa Cazassus 

First Vice President .................................. Steve Feldman 

Second Vice President ...................................... Ira Hecht 

Treasurer .................................................... Barry Krostich 

Financial Secretary .................................Carol Weintraub 

Recording Secretary .............................. Beverly Wolcott 

Brotherhood Co-Presidents ................... Adam Browser 

 ........................................................................ Steve Swartz 

Sisterhood President ....................... Karin Brandsdorfer 

HaKol Staff 

Editor ........................................................... Joan Herman 
Associate Editor ...................................... Bonnie Sibener 

Copy & Layout ……..…………………...Robin Kain 

Extra copies of HaKol are available in the lobby across from the office 

temple office, but there are several ways to easily view & download 

current or back issues of HaKol.  Visit www.tbdcommack.org.               


