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1. Chrism, which is made of olive oil and is scented with a sweet perfume, usually balsam, 
is consecrated by the Bishop on or near Holy Thursday each year. It is distributed to all 
the parishes of the diocese for use in Baptism, Confirmation and Holy Orders. 

2. The sacraments by which persons are welcomed into the Catholic Church are Baptism, 
Confirmation and Eucharist. Together these three sacraments form the initiation of new 
Catholics. Over the centuries, these three sacraments got split up but they still form one 
rite of welcome for new Christians at the Easter Vigil. 

3. Contrary to what you may have thought, it is not St. Peter’s Basilica in Vatican City. The 
cathedral church of the Bishop of Rome (i.e., the Pope) is the Basilica of St. John 
Lateran in the city of Rome. This church was first called the Basilica of the Savior but 
later was also dedicated to St. John the Baptist and St. John the Evangelist. “Lateran” is a 
family name that is associated with the history of the place. 

4. The seven signs in the Fourth Gospel are:  
a. Changing water into wine at Cana in John 2:1-11 – mentioned as “the first of the 

signs” 
b. Healing the royal official's son in Capernaum in John 4:46-54 
c. Healing the paralytic at Bethesda in John 5:1-15 
d. Feeding the 5000 in John 6:5-14 
e. Jesus walking on water in John 6:16-24 
f. Healing the man blind from birth in John 9:1-7 
g. The raising of Lazarus in John 11:1-45 

5. Our Lady of Guadalupe. In 1910, Pope St. Pius X named her Patroness of Latin America, 
and in 1945, Pope Pius XII bestowed on her the title Patroness of the Americas. 
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