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New Normal?
Re-emerging from the
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The Flock has
.5 o always been
about “a
humorous

« approach to the
serious matter of
our relationship
with God.”
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Indeed, that
relationship has certainly been challenged by the
COVID-19 pandemic and the serious matter of
enormous human suffering, stress, and a sense of
hopelessness.

As daily life has been upended, our trust in God and
faithfulness in following Jesus’ ways have been tested.

But sheepishly, if we may, we remember that Jesus’
promise of new life in him—yes, resurrection—is at the
core of our belief.

Now, as the world slowly emerges from this dark time,
so do Jesus’ sheep — so that new life can mean being
attentive to what we’ve learned and committing to live
accordingly.
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What have we seen and heard from God that points us
to new life following Jesus (our savior, remember?)
more closely than before. What have we learned of his
desires for us?
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Secular leaders are calling for a “soft re-entry” to
normal life — or a “new normal,” as they say.

As God’s flock we want to make soft re-entry, too. We
don’t want to lose our gains.



We can’t ignore what we’ve experienced. Consider
where we’ve come.

Our early response was that we just wanted it to be
over...now.

“THE LORD i$ MY SHEPHERD...” J

YEA, THOUGH T WALK
THRoU&H THE VALLEY
OF THE SHADow of DEATH...

THE G0oOD Book. SAYS |

KEEP YoURSELF ’SOUNDS
UNCONTAMINATED iMPOSSIBLE .
BY THE WORLD.
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So we prayed hard.

We sent out chain letters urging millions of people to
all pray together at the same time so that the new
coronavirus would suddenly and completely disappear



from the face of the earth
inconvenience.

and wouldn’t cause us any

THEY SAY NEVER
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Oh. That didn’t quite work.

It became clear we would need to face the realities of
life and consider our responsibilities—find the right
ways to take care of each other and God’s creation
when it poses difficulties. (Not unlike dealing with
earthquakes, drought, floods, war...)

[ We THOUGHT You'n BE ANERY IF
WE TRIED TO EXPLAINTHE UNIVERSE
ONLY WiTH SCIENCE.
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And sure enough, along came social distancing!
Maybe not such a bad idea. Might even be a bit of a
relief to get a break from each other for awhile...



{I LovE THE FLoCK — 175
MY LOMMUNITY. BUT WHEN
THEY’RE BOTHERSOME oOR NEEDY
...OR MESSY oR M6sobYA..
oR STRESSFUL, T LEAVE.

BERNice AND THE
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&OING To SEL|SOLATE.
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Yes, we were pretty much that!



We realized how much we NEEDED each other...

Whats u?,%-: 1 MAD To GET AWAY FROM
. Rernice? : MY PAMILY AND FRIENDS
- Dernice < - To BE ALONE. WiTH You,GoD,
I'M oN AND TALK AROUT iT.
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TELL ME: How

CAN I FiND

MEANING iN MY
LiFE 2

Y’ KNOW, 60D CAN SFEAIK T0 US

IN MANY WAYS. IT MAY BE A CALL
fROM THE SKY, oR A FAINT TAP oN
THE SHOULDER
WHILE YoU'RE

IN PRAYER...

BUT GosH! I HATE WHEN
HE. Dogs THE VOICE
IN THE COLLECTION
BAsKeT /!




But, you know, we learned what was most important

about being church.
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Being physically separated did open some fresh
opportunities for reflection and prayer.
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Maybe we didn’t go about seeking God’s help in the
right way. We sure didn’t get the easy answers we’d

hoped for.

(Lorp, iF I PRAY iNTO
MY BOwL, WilLL You
SPEAK TO ME WIiTH
THE LETTERS OF MY

ELL, |TS OPEN
To INTERPRETATION...
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T WENT oN A QuesT
To cHANGE THE WORLD.

WHAT
HAPPENED?

) (T FounND BOTH JoY

AND DiSAPPOINTMENT.

> BLESS MY FAITHFUL
EFFORTS.

[ JoY TUAT oD PROMISED

PixXIE DUST
DOESNAT WORXK..




So we were kind of forced on a spiritual journey...

HoW's THE SPIRiTUAL JOURNEY
&oiNe, BERNICE?

WHADDYA
THINK 2
I'MIN A
HoLe !

1 GUESS THAT’S JUST
PART oF THE

I WAS
HoPiNG FoR
SOMETHING
MoRE
HOoRIZoNTAL.

With mixed results.

I'M 50RRY You FeLL
L‘—"‘  iN A HoLE
ON YoUR
SPIRITUAL
JOURNEY,
BERNICE. .

BUT I'M SURE iT
HAPPENED
FOR A

REASON.

spiritual /

oumeys
have a
language
\ all their
own.




THiS WAS AN [ BUT Now You Do
UNFORTUNATE | cAN LEARN
WHAT WiLL LIFT
You ouT oF

THE DARKNESS.
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JOURNEY !

IBZWANTTHE ﬂuio'F . Do you.:
UT I’'LL GIVE HAL 3

$10 To GoD...
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But we prayerfully searched for ways to respond, to
serve with compassion for one another while
maintaining our distance in an attempt to be
responsible and wise .
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Sheepishly, we didn’t always get it right.
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Serving

__[A FEEDING [IT’s MY FiRsT|
PROGRAMZ)ATIEMPT AT

A 600D DEED.
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ocoPs! YEAR —
FEEDING THE NAKED.

Now
FEEDING

YiKeES! HERE comEe

THE AcTUAL HUNGRY !
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WHAT ARE THEY
GoNNA DD WHEN
THEY REALI\ZE T SET
UP MY PROGRAM TD
Feep THE NAKED?!
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{"Looks Like THEY'RE
TAKING TREIR
CLOTHES OFF.
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Bringing HOPE was not as easy as we wanted to think.

r STILL LOOKING
FOoR A JoB, HARRY?
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YES, BUT WiTh

No Luck, AND 1
HAVEN'T EATEN
FoR Two DAYS!

HANG iNTHERE..
LOOK , RERE'S A
PRAYE-R OF HOPE.

IT sHoULD

NEEDS HOPE.) A LoT BETTER

I'D L{KE HOPE- %
1FiT DIDN'T
TASTE LIKE
SARDBOARD.

(WHAT’S YouR
FAVORITE PART
OF THE Boo Kk
OF GENES|S?

WHEN 60D
{ CREATES
kHO’TOSYNTHEﬁl .

THERE S
NOTHING ABOUT.

PHOTOSYNTHESIS
IN GENES(s!

THIS 1S WHAT I GET
FOR TALKING To A PL
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‘Turns out, despite the challenges, some things never
change...um, like the ways of our Savior.

/
YES, LORD, .
Do you Yo KNOW /
Love me’ I LOVE You.| .
Bernice? Tend
Lomy
¢ Sheep.
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[T CAN'T MAKE A DONATION) WOW! ARE
AT THIS TIME, BUT You SURE. You
1'LL PRAY FOR YoU, WANT T0 Do THAT?
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OHYES! I'LL
DO | T-PRAYER
CAN B VERY
E-FFECTIVE,
YOU KNow,..
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So here’s to a soft re-entry into a kinder, infinitely
loving new life after pandemic!
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I BELOoNG TO YOU, GOD, /Z/
E&)T HOW WilL - By Your/:

VERYBC;(DY KNow 2 daiLyac’rs

of kindness...
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DAILY KiNDNESS |

iT is!

LU, EVERY DAY 2!
THAT’S KiND OF

there’s my.
* branding
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IF WE'RE 60iNG" To BE REACEMAKEKS,
WE MUST BEAT OUR SWORDS

INTO PLOWSHARES. -
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rGrOS HL THEY DoN‘T Prow

VERY WELL. (ToHE oTHER] | BE USiNG THEM
As WEAPNS.
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