
The New Passover- homily 11/7/21 
 
St. Pio of Pietrelcina, praying after Communion- “OH how sweet was the conversation I held with paradise this 
morning. The heart of Jesus and my own fused. There were no longer two hearts beating but only one. My heart 
disappeared as if it were a drop in the ocean.”  
 
The Words of Institution and Consecration- “Take this all of you, and eat of it, for this is my body, which will be given 
up for you… Take this, all of you, and drink from it, for this is the chalice of my blood, the blood of the new and eternal 
covenant, which will be poured out for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Do this in memory of 
me.”-  Context of words is Passover meal - foundational night in Israel’s history when God liberated them from Egypt 
(Mt 26:19 Lk 22:13). ON first Passover, God instructed the people to sacrifice and unblemished lamb, eat of it, and 
mark their doorposts with the blood of the lamb. The families who participated in this ritual were spared when the first-
born sons in Egypt were struck down with the 10th plague. (Ex 12) Re-told story year after year, re-enacting it and 
eating a sacrificial lamb once again. Anamnesis= memorial. Past event not merely recalled but re-lived, made 
present. Rabbis said that when a Jew celebrates the Passover feast it was as if he himself were walking out of Egypt 
with his great ancestors from the Exodus generation. With Jesus speaking at Last Supper one thing that might strike 
you is the sacrificial language. - 1. Blood separated from the body in the ceremonial sacrifice of the Passover lamb. 
(Ex 12:27) 2. “Body given up for you”. “Given up” employed in NT with sacrifice. (Lk 2:24, Jn 6:51, Gal 1:4) 3. “Blood 
poured out for forgiveness of sins” alludes to atoning sacrifices in Temple, which involved blood being poured out on 
the altar for the purpose of bringing forgiveness. (Lv 4:7, 18, 25, 30, 34) 4. Perhaps, most significantly, Jesus’ words 
“The blood of the new and eternal covenant” echo what Moses said in the sacrificial ceremony at Mt. Sinai that 
sealed God’s covenant union with Israel as his chosen people (Ex 24:1-17). In the midst of the sacrificial rite, Moses 
took the blood of the animals and announced, “Behold the blood of the covenant” (Ex. 24:8). Now a new sacrifice for 
a new covenant. Jesus- his own body offered up and poured out. He is anticipating his sacrifice on the cross. “Do this 
in memory of me.” What is the “this” that Jesus commands his apostles to do? Celebrate the New Passover sacrifice 
of his body and blood. How? As a biblical memorial. Memory- makes a long-ago event mystically present for the 
current generation. All that was involved in the Last Supper, most particularly, the sacrificial offering of Christ’s body 
and blood, is made present to worshippers in the celebration of the Eucharist. Driscoll- As Jesus takes up the bread 
and wine in his hands, all of Israel and all her history is fulfilled in the Body that will hang on the cross, in the Blood 
that will be shed there. Your life, too! We are an UPPER ROOM people! His sacrifice made present for a salvific 
purpose: so that its power may be applied to our daily lives and so we can unite ourselves more deeply to Christ in 
his act of total self-giving (CCC 1366). Offering our lives more and more as a gift to the Father. “Blood poured out for 
the many” doesn’t mean Jesus didn’t die for all but not everyone chooses to accept the gift of salvation and live 
according to this grace. Be assured- you will get the life you choose; we can reject how and how much He loves us, 
today and forever. Offering- we offer the total gift our very selves in union with Jesus to the Father. 3 Model 
Sacrifices- 1. Melchizedek- High priest who offered bread and wine to God and blessed Abraham (Gen. 14:18-20)-
seen as prefiguring Christ’s offering of bread and wine at Last Supper. 2. Abel- reminds us to give our best to God. In 
contrast to his brother Cain, who only gave fruit from the ground, Abel gave the Lord his best, sacrificing “the firstlings 
of his flock and their fat portions” (Gen 4:4). 3. Abraham- gave something more than bread, wine, animals. Offered 
God what was most precious to him: his own beloved son, Isaac. Perhaps Gen. 22 prefigures Calvary more so than 
any other sacrifice in OT. A takes own beloved son to Mount Moriah on a donkey. Isaac carries wood and was bound 
to it to be offered as sacrifice for sin. In response to this heroic act of surrender, God swears to bless the whole 
human family through A’s descendants. Many centuries later, God the Father offers up his only beloved son, Jesus, 
in Jerusalem- city associated with Moriah- the very place where A offered up I. Like Isaac, Jesus travels on a 
donkey, carries the wood of cross to Calvary, bound to wood and offered as a sacrifice for sins, a sacrifice that brings 
the worldwide blessing that God swore to Abraham in Gen. 22. On Good Friday, God the Father and God the Son, 
bring to fulfillment what was prefigured by Abraham and Isaac long ago (119).  
  
All about entering into the mystery of our uncreated and infinitely loving God. 
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Peace be with you! 
+Fr. John 
 


