
Dear Parish Family- 

Thank you to all those able to contribute to the Holy Land Collection last weekend, normally this would be 

taken up on Good Friday but we were in Lock down so the US Bishop’s moved it to the Sunday closest to the 

Feast of the Exaltation of the Cross.  This collection is important to supporting the various shrines in the Holy 

Land marking important places and moments in the Life of Jesus and his Holy Mother. The Custodians of these 

places are the Franciscans of the Custody, they are formed from volunteer Franciscan Friars from around the 

world who serve in the Holy Land for period of time to keep up the holy places and assist pilgrims. 

I share with you a link sent to me by Loyola Press, a Jesuit Publishing house, it is a link to a talk given by 

Julianna Stanz who works for the Diocese of Green Bay and is a consultant to the USCCB.  She is an Irish 

American so she speaks with a lovely lilt.  The presentation is on Hope and it is only her voice and some slides.  

You could listen to the whole presentation in one sitting or use the individual chapters for a quick 1-2 minute 

prayer reflection.  The entire presentation is only 30minutes.  This is not a dense theological type 

presentation, it is a nice easy to understand presentation with some suggestions for action.  You do have to 

give your name and an e-mail address to register. The program is entitled “Bearers of Hope”. For more 

information go to: 

 https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/parish-ministry/adult-faith-formation/bearers-of-

hope/?utm_source=pastorlist&utm_medium=email&utm_content=stanz-hopeppt&utm_campaign=stanz-

hope 

During the four Tuesdays of the Month of October I will be offering reflections on Catholic Mysticism at 3pm.  

The dates are: Oct. 6,13,20 &27. These reflections will be offered in the Church live you are welcome to come 

in person (wear your mask!) or you can join via Live Stream.  The presentations will also be archived on our 

You Tube Channel if you are not available on those days and times.  I will offer 30-45 minutes of reflection and 

15 minutes for questions. The first week I will reflect on Mysticism in general and Catholic Mysticism in 

particular.  The next three weeks I will reflect on the Rhineland, Flemish, English, Spanish and French Victorine 

mystics.  You don’t need to have any knowledge of the mystics to attend.  These are spiritual reflections.  

While Mysticism may not be a topic you are familiar with you certainly have heard of some mystics such as the 

lay woman St. Catherine of Siena, St. Theresa of Avila, St. Augustine of Hippo to mention a few.  Not all mystics 

are saints, one of the giants is Meister Eckhart who is not a saint. Some are Doctors of the Church such a St. 

John of the Cross and St. Hildegard of Bingen.   They are an interesting lot and their lives help to place ‘mile 

markers’ and stepping stones on the journey to God for us.    

Peace and Good – Fr. Bambrick           
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