
Dear Parish Family- 

Last week this space was taken up with a message from Bishop O’Connell, while the message was long it was 

very informative and helpful during this time of pandemic.  As the pandemic drags on it is apparent it will be 

with us for a very long time.   

The restrictions in place may seem onerous to some but they are there to protect us all.  Please abide by all of 

them.  Sunday Mass attendance has reached only 13% of occupancy, with low numbers it is relatively safe to 

go to Mass but not required.  I do encourage you, if you are not coming to Mass to participate via Live Stream.  

I strongly suggest you also use the Live Stream for weddings and funerals as well. 

Monday the Very Reverend Edward Blanchett, the new Episcopal Vicar for Ocean County will be the minister 

for Confirmation we have 141 young men and women receiving Confirmation at two ceremonies.  The 

Confirmations will be Live Streamed; no guests will be permitted due to the Pandemic. With Covid-19 cases 

rising in our part of Ocean County and we want to provide a safe and healthy environment.  The health and 

safety of all is paramount during a deadly outbreak and we are finding safe ways to administer sacraments.  

Congratulations to our young men and women who are receiving in a unique time, certainly a memorable 

time! 

While I have explained this topic several times, I keep getting inquiries so here goes again!  Several people 

have questioned why Holy Communion is allowed to be administered on the tongue.  First, it is the right of the 

Communicant to choose how to receive communion, this is a right enshrined in the Code of Canon Law of the 

Latin Church.  It is not the right of the priest or bishop to decide, it is the right of the communicant. No one 

may usurp the rights of another according to the Code of Canon Law.  The priest or bishop may suggest, such 

as in times of pandemic, to receive on the hand but cannot outlaw one or the other. Secondly, the Church also 

uses the best knowledge of Science, Medicine and Epidemiology to assist us in our practices during times of 

viral contagion. Scientists, Medical Doctors and Epidemiologists tell us the risk is identical.  Covid-19 is 

primarily spread through large and small droplets expelled through cough or sneeze, shouting or singing. None 

of these apply to reception of Communion.  Additionally the priests sanitize their hands, as a precaution, after 

someone has received on the tongue.  

During the outbreak of Ebola in the Democratic Republic of the Congo several years ago Communion was 

distributed even in the Hot Zone and there were no transmission of the Ebola virus.  Ebola is among the 

deadliest of virus; contracting it you have a 60-80% chance of dying.   

As in past years the parish will hold the Turkey Drive and the Christmas Adopt-A-Family, however in very 

different forms from past years.  We will hold the Turkey Drive under strict protocols with very few volunteers 

and in a safe manner, the same will hold true for the Christmas Adopt-A-Family.  Information on both 

programs are available in the parish bulletin found online and will be available soon on the website or call the 

Parish Office.  We will not be having a giving tree this year as we cannot comply with the health and safety 

regulations.  

Please do not bring any of your unwanted items to the Church. We cannot accept new or used items of any 

kind for any reason. This includes everything and anything you are trying to get rid of such as cards, calendars, 

magazines, holy cards, statues, clothing, furniture, pictures etc.  We are NOT accepting any goods of any kind, 



DO NOT bring them here.  If they are old throw them out at your home or call a local charity such as Vincent’s 

Legacy (furniture) 609-557-7837 or Habitat for Humanity in Freehold or Toms River.  As far as I am aware due 

to Covid-19 no charity is accepting used clothing, toys or stuffed animals at this time.  If it is too precious for 

you to throw away then don’t part with it, if you want to get rid of it then throw it in the trash.  Please help to 

stop the spread of the virus not increase it! 

This Tuesday is the last in the October Spirituality Series “An Encounter with Christian Mysticism”, this week 

we will encounter the Rhineland Mystics; these were a sizable group of mystics who lived along the Rhine 

River in Germany, we will encounter Meister Eckhart and St. Hildegard of Bingen.  

If you have a topic you think would be of wider interest and would like to see the parish offer in the future 

please feel free to drop me a line and I would be happy to consider it. 

Finally, thanks to the Mother Seton Academy PTA for “stomping” the priests.  This is a PTA fundraiser and a 

“fun” raiser too, they stomp your house or your friends house.  We woke up Sunday Morning to find stallion 

heads all over the lawn.  It was a wonderful surprise! 

Peace and Good – Fr. Bambrick 

 


